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ORATIONA 
OR SPEECH AP: | 


PROPRIATED VNTO 


THE MGST MIGHTIE AND. 
Illuſtrious Princes of Chriſtendom, 


WHEREIN 


THE RIGHT AND LAVY- 


FVLNESSE OF THE NETHER- 
lindiſh Warre , againſt Phr/.up King of Spain 
s approved and demonttrated, 


COMPOSED 


BY A NETHERLANDISH GENTLE- 


man , and faithfully tranſlated out of divers 
Languages lito Dutch, 
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And now Enzliſhed by Thomas Woop, ll; 
| "Ns 


Aceording ro the printed Copicat Amſterdam, by Michael Collyne 
| SLationer , awelling upon the Water at the corner of the vid 
Pridge ſtreet, Anno 1608, 


Printed Anno 1624, 
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4  PROVERKE. 26. 22 
It} {| It is au abhomination to Kings to commit Wickedne(ſe.: for the 
by / | throne 55 eftablished by righteouſneſſe. 
| 
y 4 | . - 

'3 Ibid. CHAP. 20. 28. 
; [ | 
"M : |} | © Mercy and Truth preſerne the King , and his throne Is upholacs | 
| | | | by mercy, | | 


he 


| d; 1 
OR SPEECH OF 
THE RIGHT AND LAWFVLNES 
of the Netherlandiſh wirre, againit 7//.sp 
K.ng of Spaing : Vnto the molt n.ightie 
aid 11 dftrious Princes oft 
4/tendome, 


Tlleftrions Princes of Chriſtendolpe , 
Rear and Mig\ty are thc Kingdoms In your poſſe(- 
7 lion, which icnd far and wide, throughout all 
EE FEE t.cworld: bt much m0 gieat, and faiie more 
—S 7 excellent are the veitucs and knowledge, by which 
7A \l you hold, priferue and govern the lame 112ht. oul- 
|  ly,even to theutterwoſt extent of tclicity. Among 
which 1 eftecm thee rwo more eſpeciall and rc- 
markecable, which {ippoit the huge weight of Kingdoms , as yreat 
ftlzs the world, or the Gyants with their ſhoulders, v:z. Juſtice and 
Benevolence. '} he hift being the excelling bright-thining mother of 
all lawes, and domjnatiix over all publikc Governments ot Reipub=- 
licks, by wh ch you judge your Citizens and Subjects, according 
tw r:ghtand <quity z unto which, both you and yuur tubjects wils, 
power, counl.!] and detire, moſt willingly doe yeeld , fubmit, and 
ar. obeejent unto ; and which with the {clte ſame bands of Law , 
doth unit» and annex together both you c11d your ſubjects alike, 
' or this occaſion , the ancient Philoſophers in old tunc did oge , 
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that juftice continually did attend and wait upon their god Pmpiter , 
and that /ypiter did receiuc his inſtrutions and precepts from Iu- 
ſt ce,to the end he might govern and rule all the kingdomes of the 
caith in good order, and that all his concluſions might be juſt and 
cquall: Nor that he did conclude and command after ſuch a man- 
ner ( as that wicked flatterer Anaxarchu did , who would make 
King Alexander belcecue, that he had'done very well in killing Cli- 
tus, for whom Alexander made excecding great lamentation: ) bur 
becaulc Iuſtice which attended on him had concluded and commans= 
dcd the fame. For the wiſcit men in former times haue becn of opi- 
ni0n, that for the enjoying of juſtice, there muſt be good and gcn- 
tle Kings {et over the people, | 
Now although this vertue and Knowledge doth fo extend and 
ſpread ir {elfe abroad , through the underſtinding, manners, and 
lines of all men; thar without the (ame, therecan be no worthy at 
performed ; neither can men liue honeſtly without the lame : Yer is 
the of farre greater power { o Princes ) in this your great and illu- 
frious office : for ſhe requires, and will hauc of you, that thoſe 
Lawes which haue becn given and left unto poſterity , ſo many 
yeures agoe , by ſo many {-ycrall men your Predecctlors, which 
you {:c and finde to be fitting and agreeadle, to the underſtanding , 
cond:tion, and manners of your people: that you ( 1 {ay ) doe hold 
and maintain the ſame, ſacred, and unviolable; For if you abolikh 
them , you aboliſh yaur Kingdomecs , and precipitate them into a 
miſerable deſtruction. For one and the ſame Law is nor htting for 
all people, like as the {word at Delphos Was {erviceable for many 
things: They neither will, nor can tney alt be ruled and governed 
with one and the fame guv-ram2nt. But your Predecetlors; in their 
obſervation of the Lawes, which cach of you enjoy, hauc pretcri- 


bed unto you a lawfull, lure, and periancut government, which is: 


the foundation and prop of your higheſt and padlicſt dignity, 
Although you be not ignorant , what the other wh.ch I named 

Benevolence, is powerfull » and addcth to a ht and permencnt g0- 

vernmae , I mcan that mclinarion, loue, will and atfection,to doc 


good unto your abject, and to pravide-tor,and to augment them 


rs the projit and cummodity » As well of the generall , as of the 
PATLT.CUIAT 3 FOT WROIC commodity you acknowledge that all your 
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of the Netherlandiſh Warre, 


counſels and actions muſt be meaſured and ſquared unto, 

This Benzvolence makerh you yout ſubjects fathers,and not their 
Lords; rheir Paſtors, and not their Butchers ; their Kings, and not 
tyrants (nor cruel dom:nators). Our of this fountain doe you lead 
the cacrants of your other vertaes , as mercy, lenity, familiarity , 
moderation , and liberaliry. Finally, rhis is the true defare and luſt 
for the continuance of the common proſperity , for which cauſe 
Kingdoms are give and d:ſtribured unto you of the immortal God, 
Ob(ccving that tubjects are not — born for your fakes, to 
ſcrac you : but you arc ordained for the ſubjects fake, to the end 
that you ſhould take care and provide for them , to be profitable 
unto them, to ſkeiter and defend them, with your COUNtenance, 
vertues and providence. | 

Vpon thei two vertaes ſubſifteth all the knowledge of govern- 
ment 3 the grearnefſe and power of all Princes , and the proſperiry 
of all ſubjects: and that Prince which ſhall neglect and dcſpiſe the 
ſame, palletlerh a weak and impotent Kingdom, and is indeed a VC- 
ry Tyrant, whole will and arrogancy is not to be obeyed, 

Heceby you may calily undzritind , O moſt mighty and illuſtrious 
Princes of Chriftendome , in what manacr we mult eltzem of Phillip 
king of Spaine. | 

And wheras the Lords, the States of the unitte$=Voherlmmds,dog 
oppole his violence and unjuſt goyernment; I haue raoaght it gvod, 
to {et down Þy way of dilcowulz, and to touch a little the right or 
lawfulneil of this warre , deficing that you, as goud and righte- 
ous mcdiators, laying aſide all ſecret hate, evill aftection, and pars 
tall pa:taking, will take notice and judge herof, w:th an upright, 
reund , and pure conlcience, our of that whichl, in a true and 
ſhort relation and hiſtorie ( of thole things which haue bcen perfor- 
mcd in thc time of King Phillip » by hisarrogancic, and licer.tious 
government ) ſhall declare unto you. - 

When I intend to acquaint you herewith , the ſuperfluity of mat- 
ter doth impoyerith my counlell and sKill, fo that I cannot tell 
What (peciall order and courtcI muſt ule and oblerue herein. I fe 
that I muſt dzale herein as Painters doz, who upona little pecce or 
tablet ace to paint a great/number of perſons: tor like as they doe 
demonſtrate of fame, but the face; of others , onely the top or 
TED A3 | CLOWB 


o 


EI I, 


o $9944 
_— KS 
boy : we 


- 


_— G £04 


; OL Are hs el Nc og 5 ut, een 
" " , 
—_ y «) 
q ; 


a AGB = 


ye 0 OP 


Ln Oration of the lavsfulneſſe 


crown of the head, all the other parts of their bodies be'ng ſha- 


dowed. In like naanner will it be needfull that 1,of fo many things 
which hauc becn done in the A erherlards , undertake the relation 
of ſome few, and obſcrue the chicfe, cmirent ard prircipall poynts 
very roundly and briefly. From whichYou ſtall percewe, that the 
beginning of our warre at the fiſt, ad great ard jult eccation, and 
that in thc coutrle and progrefion thereof, they ave become ercater 
and more juſt. Bir 6 you /lluſtriows Princes at this prelent, be at- 


Icntiue tu heare 10 great and werghtic a bulinclic with wel-atteed 


; eares and minds, ſo many of you as there bc,who for {o many ages 


haue enjoyed your lawful and happy government, ara iceke. tor the 
common good and proſpcritie of your 1ubjas. tori Iptonſtand 
ſweare unto you,with p.ctious and holy words upon the altar of 
truth, that I wil not adde any thing hereurto » but that which 1s 
grotnded and pioccedeth from reaſon it ſelte;z neither in my icla- 
tion wil d'gre{{c or ſtray one fingers breeth f1cm chic ti uth. 

T hat gi««t Emperour Charles cfoie he luc pac ted 21.6 cuieted 
thoſe great jar. es and troubles of the Er yile, 6d {a6 2 gmented 
the fame with a.n:oft innumerable corn cs 416 k Leu es; ke 
p<rformcd almoſt endicfle and uicicdibic jur 11445 Md xXpLokicrs 
N:nc in Germany, {xc in Spainc, ieve rn 1h Italy, tc 3n the Nt.cr- 
lands, foure in peacc and warte in Fiancez, Two expedil.ous he per- 
formcd in Attica, at whatt.me he meant to leauc ot and to cna the 
warres in high Gu many ,the fuccellc thercol lceming tO be vcly une 
certaine and doubrtul : And being over-cluzd w.th aye and giury, 
lcavirg his government, dcparted intu Spainc, and the 11: peace 
and quicti.clic,yca 'n the greateſt and happ.eſt rranquil.tic to tiniſh 
and end his bicylcd age, Then dig thisn oft y Etorrous Enpurour 
dilinheritand cltiange hiwſelfe from all his kingaomes, countries 
and provinces ; And by this mcanes,all the labours and caics of all 
the attaires of his father by inheritance deſcended unto his ſonne 
Philtp. = | 

Vato whom he often before (but more eſpecially when (as I 
have fayd) preparing hin-ſelte the laſt time to oc for Spaine, aud 
to leauc h.s life and the Netherlands) did exhoit: (like as all good 
Princes doc that hauc an clpeciall care for the will, vertt.c, care and 
aftection of tholc that tucceed them in their government,) and that 
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of the Netherlandish Warre, s 
Vary earneſtly in the preſence of the Prince of Orange, and the aged 
Boſſu,and other Nobles: He did admonik him (I fay) that he a- 
boue all other his Kingdomes and countries, ſhould hauc an elpeci- 
all care and: regard unto thoſe Netheclandiſh Provinces; That hee 
ſhould carefully remsmber,thatrheſe people were not uſed to bee 
governed with any hard or tyrannicall kinde of government, And 
that they had an abhomination & a deteſtation of the ſeverity, pride, 
and arrogancie of the Spaniards ; And that they were exceedingly 
inclined to their owne lawes and liberties : unto which if his ſonne 
Philip had not due regard,and thercunto endevoured himſclfe,thar 
he withall b-nevolence, and (as equitie requireth) witha juſt and 
righteous upholding of his lawes, did not maintaine this people; 
; that the time would come, that his government 1n the Netherlands 
would be weakned. 
: T his good Father and Patriot,and yet the moſt mightie Empe- 
FJ rour, was mindfull how oftcn he had been faithfully afſtifted and 
holpcn both with coun(ell and deeds in all his ſo many crofles and 
extremities, by his Netherlands : He knew well, whenas he reyol- 
ving all the former times in his remembrance , that the government 
of all the Kings and Princes of Spaine were ever very {evere, proud, 
7 andcrucli; not onely againſt rheir ſubjectsy bur even againſtall other 
, J nations,and that there was already pong and {erled in the Spani- 
> A ardsan naturall and old invererate hate of che Netherlanders, which 
, 7 oftentimes very manifeſtly had appeared : He had alſo in efpeciall 
J coulideration, that his fonne Philip was borne and brouyht up in 
Spaine, and that he there with the milke of his Nourlſes Pad {ucke + . 
in thoſe great defects borh of mindeand manners, and that he con- 
* FF fentingrhercunto, intenaed very adviſeadly to proſecute the fame 
; FT andthasheinall his manners and behaviours was like an abſolute 
1 Spaniard; ſo that he could ſpeak nothing bur Spaniſh, and onely 
would bee ſerved of none but Spaniards: And like as one 
pecce of wood is bowed and made crooked by theart of man, and 
others grow even ſo: in like maner hath Ph:lip both had and held 
J from his birth and educarion, many defccts which are nor fitting for 
FJ fuch Princes, 
For as {oone as the m_— had left the Netherlauds, even {o 


ſoone left Philip the wholclome and proyidgnt counlels of - 
Vie 495% WG WAY —_—_ 


v0; 0 0 0 0 = oy 0 0 7 


CTY ws yams 
WO ve 


s Ln Oration of the lawfulneſſe 


good father, And like as by the light of the Sunne, the light 'of- a 
candle is ob{cu:ed : And like as one drop of þrine is annihilated 
by the widenclle of the great and ſpacious ſea which devideth Aſa 
from Chriſtendome; even fo were all thoſe moſt excellent admoni- 
Gons of the Emperour, (which like the yoyce of a dying Swanne,at 
his departing, he ſong unto his ſonne) ſwallowed up in the excees 
ding {pacious and bortomtes gulte of the Spaniſh ambition ard hate 
which they beare unto our Nationz which ſo totally poſſeſſed the 
mind of Phil and all Spaniards, that they woula not permit, thar 
hc Netherlanders thould be obedient unto their lawfull and pater- 
nall lawes, but thatthey ſhould be obcdient unto their arrogancicy 
as well as other nations of India,Italy, and Arragon. Frum, whence 
you may underſtand (that which your {elucs, to your preat loſle and 
damage hauc oftentimes proved to be true, ſince that time that Phia 
lip came to the government of his Kingdomes) that his proud arro- 
gancic and ambition is intollerable and incredible , that hee {eck- 
cth ro purchaſe ro himſclfe over all men, (through bis extreams 
greedinclle, and by meanes of all his treaſures and opprefiion) ag 
unlawfull power and meanes of government. 

The warres in France which the Emperour by a truce had quice 
tcd, was by king Philip renewed ; And whereas he for the mainte- 
nance thereof, had Uclired 2a {pecial taxation of the States of the 
Netherlands; the {ame was willingly, and with one conſent of all 
the States granted ; although that they before (as is aforcſaid) had 
furniſhed the Emperour with many great ſummes of money in ſa 
many warres. For whcrcas according to the uſe and cuſtome of 
their predeceſſors, all the States were allembled, and the voyce of 
evcry State requir cd (for ſuch marrers might not be done without a 
general corſ{cnt, the conſent could nob be withour a preceding al.- 
tembly of the States) where was concluded to bring up a greas 
{umme of moncy tor Philip tor the terme of nine yeares, the which 
was called Subſidium novennale, or a nine yeares Sublidic ; which 
was vcty {erviccable for that warre ; But much more, the farre fa- 
mous, and many ycaics valour of the Netherlandiſh Champions, 
wherein they as wel alſo in many other watres, as in«<this, had effe- 
&cd fo much, that Phillip in two proſperous barrails, having over- 
Ccume and driycn out of the field, the moſt mightic King of France, 

who 
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of the Netherlundiſh Warre. b 
who afterware deſiring peace,did, preſcribe unto him ſuch hawes 


and concitions , which terdcd tro his fingular honor -and profit. 
And certainly all men,but efpccially the copqueres Frer ch, and iil- 
repining Spanjard,attribrred the henor of this victory vuto the va= 
lour aud yaliantnefle ofthe Netherlarders. | 

And this one one!y matter then was of ſuch, importarce,. that if 
King Philip by ſo many benehrtes done to his father, and unto I\m- 
ſcife, could not be indrced to Perevelence (yet avouc all, that moth 
excellent teſtimony of the Queen of Hungary, being added therevn= 
tc; who teaving the gore: nmOnt of the Netheilangs, d'd allure the 
King, that the ndeiitie 2nd yalour of rhe Netnerlanders, was, more 
then fuffici.mly known. To whom both the Emperour and: rhe 
King were efpecial'y bch0;den) yet norwithſtanging by this alike- 
mind@d and 1niforme conſent, by this their fideliric, by this their 
valour,and that of the chicfcſt of them, he onghero have been kin- 
dled ard inflamed to their love;2vd to Benevolence. | 

But Philip rejeQed and caſt at kis heeles all theſe reftiroen'es,and 
deſpiſed the henefites and valiant deeds of the Netherianders. Whar 
doe I fay deſpiſed? He kath rccompenied them rith moſt extreame 
hate,and molt crucl and tyrarnical deeds. For when tie peace was 
concluded in France,itſcerned hee tookein very: 11 pair, that the 
States aittle before,in the concluſion of the 9 yearcs tublidic, Gid 
not preſently, when he had bur ſcarce open: d his mort; and as 
ſoon as it did but plcafe him,did not preſently open wnto him their 
whole trea(urie, and caſt dow nc before him atone infant, all their 
Treafurie ; that they were not preſently .obedicnt unto his cons 
mand ; Burthar $1:it, the y,according to racir cuſlome and- law, hae 
ving hcld as it were a Parliament or convocation of the States be» 


ing gathercd rogether,and hav:ng taken counſel thereupon, to _;the 


' hn k . . 
end that the bulinefle mighr be granted by a, general, con{-rt ; and 


that the re might be ordained what manrer of pcr{ons ſhould chiefly 
be appoirred,into whoſe hands that mony might be delixere,l, and 
how the ſame m'glit be diſtributed moſt conveniently forthe Kings 
rc. For theſe occaſions did he (who oppreilerh our liberric, and 
abbrogating the Jawes of our Fathers, f.ekingazo himſclfe. rhe go+ 
vernment atone, Which indeed js 'MELE., tyranny, QT,crugl, poyurn- 
ment) acjudge the brizging vp of thar mongynot as a_Bevefite, bur 
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$ 44 Oration of the lawfalneſſe | 
For Crimen loſe maieftatis; And'cver beating a jealous eye toward the 
Sratcs,as being enemies and refraftory untv his povernment and 
Gominion. For this was for Philip, and for all Spaniards, a (ufhici- 
ent and lawful occaſion enough to beginne ro declare themſclues 
cnemie unto the Netherlanders; and violently ro {upprefle both 
their lawes, tbettie and privileges; | 
This we know is'the cuſtome of all tyrants,that ſeek and hunt at- 


t-r rhe very leaſt occations,masking the ſunc with certain ſhewes of 


right, for the annihihting of the lawes of rhe lubjccts, and the pul- 
ling of ther down under foor. 
After ſach a manner in fo:-mer t'me did the ſonne of Sixtus Tar- 
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#f che Netberlandiſh Warre. | o 
a little before had heaped ſo many berefits upon the King, and. harl 
{.r their liucs in the ballance, and hazarded thei cftare for his goed 
ard government, What cruclty was cycr greater then this? what fin 
or Force vf ingratitade was ever preatcr then this which hath 
been ſpoken, of ? But yet morcover and aboue. 6 Piinces, heare 
% hat hieentiouſneſſe and flfe-wil Piilp, before h's inter ded jont- 
ney into Spaine, had reſolved by himfelfe. Hee deſired thir ite 
ſhould take if Soulajers into all thcir chicfe cirics, and out of © x 
Uwne meanes to pay them monthly : And that all the Bur: «tf *.- 
ſubjects ſhou!d bying up their Armes. They denied nor tj e © 76 
mand of their {upreme Lord, but;ictircd that rhole {ould;ers © 0, 
ſhould be levicd, might be of the inhavitants*, and no Span : dy, 
The kin g perſiſted,that by all meaves they muſt be Spaniards,which 
ſhould be raifcg, as upon whom he cſtabliſtcd the foundzr'on of his 

Cruel government. He cowmarged them that they ſhould Ker pe 

good watchand ward.in all the chicfe Caffies and torthcaricns of 

the Provinces; who not refttainirg the, helliſh cutrages. of their ex;- 
mitic and invcrerate walice in the injuring and muthering of the 


Verges, and Eras,who in their bolomes ſkould hauc all the wil, go- 
vernment and coun of king Philip , ynro: whom he commanded 
that the StargyfOWe give plage;,and thar they ſhould, not doe any 
thing whatfo&Yer, but what theſe great Catoes dil approve. 

Mo 


Now whiras the ebicfejyay ot gl tbe Jands: aftaires was int 


power, they-zppſt our people {the prodent wiſe-men and Jc-" 


theix couptrey,and, thoſe that fought the welfare of the Jane” 

1d. downk like ſhagowes ang were, burs cypher among tl. | = 
nd wers held-fordtatues of Fong, who part;cipared of tr |» (crh- 
menzznothing betthe batc nant and netther cquld nor might cftect 


any thing that taaded to-thy common good, | 
| - 5g vi ; =: in " Then 
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te 2 Oratien of the !2Y-fulndfſe 
 Tken' becan ovr libertic <rd liues 10 be very rrcertaine.ard to be 
{rto alc for this is the veiy tu.th, © Pr:nccs, king Filip ard the 
Spaniards wholc (civice he moſt vice for h.s laiciviors govern el ty 
kbource zll of thn thetcunto, like as in former timcs, the anci- 
' E:t Remancs did w TH their Decen-viriz Or ten m.cr, Who required 
ef the Greceiars the cblcrving of the new law of thc tyuclue Tablcs 
(45 they called 't:) That wecyanlo, rejecting and dep fing our li- 
buitic by theſe exceeding, ro0-t00 cruel Thiee-men, Ntowuld delire a 
ew £Overnmctt,and the moſt provdelt lawes of tac Spanith couns 
Gl,which ould procecd from thok countellors, which I hauc ra- 
mce : Ard as ye now peicciue, o Prnces, rat they by the auttor- 
ty fromthcir king Pizlip,wil giue the law,and governe ali pop:e of 
the eartl.3 even {ſo would they lord (withthe teme yoke of fervi- 
tude ard bondage) the backes of all the Netherton dcis, with the 
buithin of tke moſt civel government. , They inte rd-d wholy to ve 
ve; throw ard overwhelme our wel-ſetizd ReipubLck, ro the «rd, 
that their Ow ne p:caſures,licentiouti.fle, and artogancie might be 
{cd in ftcad of our lawes. This was that wh'cl: they called perfect 
and al ſole obee.ience ; but we may better. call *t Tjrannie : that'is, a 
violert doing government, which refiſtzth and oppottth our 
good liwes and cultomes 3 with the which'trany ycates agoc they 
Exc overwhelmd and diſtceficd them of [ndiz,Sivitia, Calrbria, 1s 
Liens Arr agon,and Poring.!!, The Spaniard ſuffcreth none. of theſe 
countricsto lie after rhe pecul/ar lawes of their &wne Reipublick ; 
butthey kauc ſent unto then out of Spaine'(as over 6f Rome) Vices 
Loycs,GOvernots, Legats,and Cornillors ;whoatre all of them Spas 
n:ads. | ; 
Wherefore may they doe thus? Becauſe rhe wortlinefſe and ma- 
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(ume, 


That great and ponderous Acioma ind GſcipFne' of the” Stoicks, 


Euth picſcribe unto them the ſaree : for wLich they have nur cone 


to {(cluolc to leunc,nor have fridied for; bur of their owne nature 
an undc: ſtanding facu!ticy they ſeettic'totave ſ(wallowid' up, an 


now of late io hauc renewed The amy; viz? In regard they doe hold” 


and report that ail nar ons of the earth, to be in-rcſpe& of 'thety, 
but thcic (eryaints aud bond(ſlaucs, yea for dumbe;, -fovuliſh, 'diſkono- 
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ruurable, miſerable, and for very beaſts: and contrarily doe 
eſt:em themlclucs for K:ngs, unely-wi:tc, onc)y-rich, onely- 32PPY » 
a:1d onely-men. Amony whom Pill , 45 the onely Chryjs D164 » 
tcemeth to under-prop and [ulteyn the gailerie or waiking place of 
theſe fuperc:lious Philoſophers, And to p:oue this}, they afhume, 
tnat it is lawfull for them, by th: law of Armes to domincer ovec 
ftrange nations, contid-<r.ng that it is allowed for curtant , by the 


Law of Nat ons, and Cuſtome ; that Conquerours muſt giue the 


Law w th: conquered, according to the.r own pleatuie, 

If tha:we muſt ( o Princes ) like as iniced we muſt, allow of 
this, as being anancicnt Cuſtome of all Nations; wheifore then 
doc the Sp4nizrds attributs this law tulnelſc unto themiclucs here im 
the Netherlands, in regard tac land delcended to Phillip by mheri« 
tance , and not by fo:cce of Arms, nor violence, nor by any Spa- 
nil treacheric? But ths Tyrant had farre rather thar all things kad ' 
b-cn turned toplcy-turvy, with warres and w.th fire, to bring all 
tings to a dcfolare deſtcutt.on, and to mingle heaven and caith to- 

cthcr , then to leauc tac priviled 2-5 of the Netherlanders, which is 
d:{cende<d unto them from their pcedeceflors , which he hatly well 
pctceived by the home-bred inhab.cants, 'to be more precious and 
docc unto them, then their own liucs and bloud; And rtheifore hee 
thought that this was the courle he mull tike: Fi:ſt, ro atterypt the 
ſane (as encmie) by force of Armes, and aft:r to d.prive them of 
the Lawes of their forc-fathers z and he then being Conquerour , 
might giue nzw Tables or Lawcs to tac conquered ; the which in- 
dced Dake deAlvthimicife long agoe contelled , who having cſta- 
blitked alrexdy acivill warce , and having by more then a Tyranni- 
call warce Larpcizd many C:ti:'s, he then taid; and publiquely 
mag&h'sboatt: that the King no lower had tac Lawes or Rights 


: aig >. 5. 
of aVriincein tie Netherlinds', burot a £9nquerour z and theres 


gore he put in execution 1's-ccucl tanning, n2 otherw ite, then as 


if jong tince he had cf:224 che fan: » by givingthe moſt liccnt:- 
ous-lawes;- by waking fortcited. bota the tiues and goods of the 
chitfeend betablattot: whe Bargets y by-ſelling their goods ata 
Common vat:ery , and by 'd:tivering their bokes over unto the 
tanz-man, What? /Dideverany tyrant or enemy atremy t the like 2 
Did evci Gwlo or Hitreof Sigh the line: Or did eyer Pifytratus 
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the ſonne of Hipocrates the like 2 We reade of them, thatalthough 
they by force of Armcs, and againſt the Lawes , had purchaſcd the 
Kingdom and Seyxcraiurtiez that they neverthelcfle goycrned mo- 
derately, and according to the lawes of the conquered Countyey y 
and by their government bettercd and brovght the Republique of 
Sicihia into greater proſperity, Whet ſhall I lay alſo of Lydiades that 
Tyrant 2 Who in the cnd holding in aphomination þis unjuſt, pam- 
pered , and voluptuous tyrannizing in the Citie of Aegalopnlyp, re 
ſtored to them theic Lawes againe » and afterwards , hghung yery 
valiantly with the common encmy tor ths anainſenance ot their 
profperity , was ſlain in the þarrei]. : 

When the. Romaznes at any time had taken a Province by force of 
Armes ; they commanded and goyerned the (ame with ablolure mo- 
Jcration , ſtatelinclle, providence and equity.: But thou 6 Phillip, 
doſt nor with-kold thy ſelfe from unjuſt dealing , from violence , 
from our deaths, nor from the ſubverhion of our Lawes and Pri- 
viledges : wheras we being deſcended unto thee, neither by warre, 
nor by tyrannic ; but by a lawfull inheritance, and by right of mar- 
riage. And therfore if thou wilt play the part of a Tyrant, o Phib 
hp, doe that in taly, which many yeares {lmce by right of warre is 
brought inro thy obedience, Wilt thou be eſteemed for a King ? 
Then be a King in Spain, or rather in Jeruſalem, But wilt thou be a 
Monarch ( to which end thy Spaniſh Scoth-fayers long agoe hauc 
wade unto thee many a goodly propheſie? ) Be it where thou waiſt 
mingle thy hre and {word together, Wilt thou be a great Domina- 
tor, or yiolent Governour , Beit in eAf4a, be it in Africa. 'For, (0 
much as concerncth us , we doc nogacknowledge that proud name 
of thy Soycraignty z neither doe we entertain thy molt vnjult lawes 
into our free government. We haue:; no fellowſhip at all -with Ty- 
rants: bur we arecycn to the-uttermoſt cxtevt , leperated, and 
cttranged from ther. - We baue aDuke and Prince , -aud ſuch a onay 
lawfully, limired oy the moſt jult limits of the Lawes.. Thou haſt 
{worn that thou waſt ſucha one, ardi for ever: wouldft be, ,, when 
thou with cxcceding jQy;,. and hopedf everyman-did{t makes thy, 
joyfull cntrance into our Citiesz/ when thou ramil imo ; our Towns 
to the great rejoycing and hope of cyery man z W hen'&ycry mar did. 
cnitertaly and imbrace thee- with the higheſt hongye aud ofbgjoul- 
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of the Netherlandich Warre., 3 
nelfe; Then d'dſt thou, according to the.cuſtome , even befare all 
alt tae people,binde thy felfe with an holy oath upon the moſt bleſ- 
{cd Evang: lifts , that thou wouldft hold the Lawes of our Prede- 
ccflours.tor good , and that thou woulditnot alter nor change any 
one of thole Lawcss 

Yer to the end, that not without occa{ion I ſeem fo often to wake 
mention thereof, and to nom'nate our liberty fo often, 1 will tell 
you what our liberty is, and-what ir requireth, - For / beleene moſt 
Tllaft 3515 and m.ghty Princes, that Phill:phach pur the remembrance 
of them long agoe out of his nind,and that he thinketh that it is the 
character of the whore Tanzgrea { which Clavdzxs called the liberty 
of the wicked Roman Citizens, ) and that he and his L —h 
hauc not onely the image of licentiouſncllſe and admitran@ bur 
tha&they altogether doe honour and worſhip the ſame , ihe God- 
delleand Venus of their Avariciouſnclle, Y ct becaulc Iam perſwa- 
ded, that our liberty conkiſteth ith the Rights, Lawes, Cuſtomes and 
Manners of our Predeceſlors , I will repeat the fame , if it pleaſe 
you, and will bring ſome of them into your remembrance , ro the 
cndtbat.yce, 6 Princes, may underſtand what manner of Lawes they 
be , for which we (as for our welfare) doe h che, withour fcaring 
any Kindoof death, | RS * 


} 


The Oath of the Netherlandiſh Princes; 


I 


FTllat they may.not make any proceſſe againſt any man , neither conty,t= 
ry 0 the Lawes of . the Citi, nor of the puvlick,) Courts , but. muſt 
gine learte to every manto defend —_ by an Artarney. 
They ſ1all ſuffer na ſtranger nor forreyuerto adminiſter in any publique 
office. I 93:143255 / OOE 
: I I I 2 ! 4542 

They ſnall place no man in the chiefe and higheſt dignity and amthority over 

the Provinee, Which are not of thar bloud and k:nred. + 

Ek, v1 2:59 +2316 

They may not ater the State of the Reipublick,, by giving out their _—_— 
"atents 
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Patents or Placcates, rpon their own authority , - neuher may they brivg 
any novelties therin. | 

V 

Neither m2y they demand any Taxon, Witheat the prbligue coufont and 

grant of the States ;, they muſt hane their ovdinarie Revenuts,and muſt 


e content therw.th. | 
R VI 
They may not Without conſent af the States of the Provinces, bring 4 
Sowldiers into the Province and Cities theref. 
| VII 


They may never advance ,. nor cry -aown the valew of meny , Without the 


Ye” of the Stats. — 


A diſob day ar cuipable Burger, they may net conſtrain hins, neither by 
Amerc®Þents, Bands nor Blowes before the Magiſtrate ſhall have wade 


entry concerning him , and alſo giveu judgment therof. 
I'X 

A malcfaitor, Whatſoever treſpaſſe he ſhail hane committed , that is con- 
demned by the Iudge, they may not takg him out of the Provinces to 
bring him to any oiher place of execRtion. | 

X 
T he proſperity of the people ſhall be their chiefeſt Low. 
: {ig XF: .-;: 


If any Prince at hys departzre hath diſturbed the flate of the Reipubliaae , 


either by violence, Wrong-acaling, or treacherie, then all the State; and 


Burgers ms ay deny him obeatence , and ſhall be free and d.ſcharged of 


ther oaths : they ſhall appoint 4 chiefe 1 his place, umill he be reduced 
wnto a better minag , ana more eaſie government, 


Theſc are the chiefe Lawes (although there be yer others muck 
like unto rheſe ) by which even to this p1efent, the liberty of the 
Netherlands , very long, and very exceeding well , and moſt flou- 
riſhingly haue been ma ntained, 

Bchold and confider nuw © Princes, I pray you, Whar I hane ſaid 


and ikall fay of that violent , and moſt wrongfull Government of 


Phillip, how diccetly he hath oppolcd our liberty ; vea, and Inflice 


Jt iclfe. , 
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It is not very ncedtul! that I by many demonſtration: prone thor 
Which alrcady I haue proved ; that Phillip hath violated the Lawes 
of the Nethertands,and that by meer force he ecketh to overwheins 
and to tuin the wholc NV etheri21:4; rophie-turyie: configering that 
eve. y man may {ce and wm. 4 of the intercepted !etters ot 
4, the Emballadoni of Philiin; That this is known for lure an! 
Certain ; who in bis Terters written our of France nts the Prire fi 
of Parma, then Governciic of the Netherlands , atti:metn: That 
It was ccrtabnly conchided by his King, T0 2Dregate znd quite abo- 
Iith all the Priviledg.s of the iVerbertandersz and that he would pre 
ſcribe ſuch a Law umto them, that no other Law ſhould be of any 
force, then that which ſhould be oiventhem by his command , and 
with his counſc]. And therfore he called for tne Poprs Authority 
to alizſt him; who acquitting and aitcharging hin of his faith- 


keeping, of his {worn promiles, 2:14 of his (c !. 2h and facred ai 
oath , which he had ſworn to raaivtain the Netherlandiſh Lawcs, 
F Co) þ end he mipht afterwards { with the wind of This vain diipens 
datjon ) with ful fer failes , brauc'y ruſh himtelfe into the ſea of the 
Spaniſh tyrannie z and that under pretext of the Romith Religion 
and Holineſle, ſuch bke ccucities and tyrannie which he vf-th ro 
al good Princes and N:tions of the caito, might under the lame 
bc theltred and defend. d. 

Q injuſt ce nor to be concealed, oroutoo unproyident and un- 
worthy Prince to gove.n : For what couid he have done more raÞ- 
ly., or more uoprovident in his goyernment , then to get Live fe 
ficcd f.om the cath which he has {worn to his tubje&s 2 $2 ignoe 
rant in the land attaires was Phillip , that he underitood not what a 
faſt and firin obligation, and band of tac conlciznce , wils, and ail 
cther affaircs, is cetcd b.rwixt him and his ſnbjeC&s, by that rmu- 
taall and rec procal hgelity, and the reſpect to oatkes : Thar he un- 
deiſftood not of what force the bonds of the Law and t:delity is , 
which anncx and binde together the offices of all Princes,of Coun- 
{cliours and of Subjects, of Lords and Vaſlals: For, for the ve- 
ry ſelfe-tame occaſion tharthe Farmer or Tenant looſerh the right 
of his Farme z the owner alſo by the ſame right is deprived of tne 
proprietie of the {ame ; The Tenant or Farmer is nor ound to Keep . 
Fark and promiſe with the 0wner , nor to þe 0Þcaient unto kim 5 
- | C | ; 
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16 As Oration of the lawfulneſſe 
if be deny to Keep faith and promiſe w.th him, and to keep the 
rights of tlic Farm from him alto. 

Domitins the Oratour in times paſt ſaid , wherfore ſhould I ac- 
knowleds yuu for aPiince , ſince you doe not acknowledge mee 
for a Cow ſcllour; To which end Lycins Craſſus laid very well: 
Shall I acknewl.doe you for a Burgermaſter, when you GOc not ac+ 
knowledge me for a Counicllour > Wherfore then it ould not wee 
with one uniform voice , tay we acknowledge Phulllip tor no King 
who doth notacknowledge us for his Burgers ? but holds us fur 
particular and Common cnemies, | 

Therforc this pechduoutnetle was hurrfull for Phill4p when hee 
cndcyoured to diſcharge the States of the promite and Oath 

which they had made to him: So that they no more now need to 
eſtcem , nor be obcdicnt unro him , as their Eord or Prince , bat 
may by all right reject and defie him as a Tyrant, and as a common 
enemy to the Countrey. For as ſome men by licknes, or by defcct 
of the ſenſes, doe not taſte the daintincfle of the meat ; even 10 
now , ſuch x miſchicvous luſt and defirc to efte&tall things what- 
(veyer his heart imagineth, hath captivated Phitlip,6c other Tyrants, 
that they can neither {ce nor perceme what is profitable or hurttull 
forthemſclues,in this their m.ſchicyous defire of unyutt Soveraignty; 
but are by rhe cruelty of their natures tranſported and drivento all 
Kinde of milchicfcs and crimes worrhy of puniſhment. 

But with what conſcience, with what will, with what affe&tion,6 
Phillp, haſt thou got ſuch an abominable dercſtation of our Lawes, 
and doſt {o farre digretle from them, that for them thou ſhouldit to 
ſhametully violate, break and make ſhipwrack of rhy faith and truth, 
which all good Princes are accuſtomed ro Keep holy and unviola- 

ble, even as the ground-work and foundation of all juſtice? Were 
they unjuſt > Were they not conform to equity * Or did they any 
wiſe injuricthy dignity and Spaniſh Majeſt e? The Emperours, Kings 
and Princes thy Predeceflours ( who undoubtedly are to be prefer- 
red and accuunted before thee in the worthineſle of their goyern- 
ment in luſtre, plory and excellencie ) they haue made and preſcri- 
bed them theratcelucs, and in ſuch manner fo preſcribed them , that 
they were fitting, juſt, and beſecming for a good Prince; by which 
the common welfare of the Netherlands might be {upported and 
,Þ | | c{tablithed, 
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eftabliſhed, & the proſperity & perpetuity of our Reipuvlick, might 
remain ſctlcd and grounded in good order: For the makitg of them, 
hath chat great & mighty Emperor thy father, & all thy Predccefiors 
more apply all their endevours, diligence, care, ability and 1 ig1- 


Jancic , rhen thou 56 Phillip , haſt done for the overthrow 'ng of 


them, and for the deitruetion of the whole Reipubiick v th thy 
tyrannic and violent Opp? efliov. For thole good Princes underſtoud 
very well { that which thou and all other 'ſyrants are uſ.d to deny 
and reſiſt ) that the onely ofhce of good Princes is, to be alwa'cs 
mindtull , not onely of what is committed to their CLAarge , but al- 
ſo in what wanner the lame is committcd to their charge: Th.y were 
alwaics mindfull that they reprefented the body of the Common- 
wealth , and that they ought to maintain the dignity and the proſye- 
Fic of theſame; to) maint:in the Lawes in their vigour, and to 
detend their Rights and Cufiomes; and to have in minde thar ſupcr- 
exccllent and moft royal ſpeech of King Theohatades, When all 
things are 1n our power, then we ſ-mply beleexe that all commendable 
m.ngs are lawfull. Thatfore Antigonw,, the third King of the aces 
donans wrote unto his Citics, thatit peradvecrture hc had commane 
d<d or publihcd any th ng by icttcr v1 deere , that ſeemed to Op= 
pole ther Lawcs , that therin.thcy Nt ould not be ebcdicnt ; but 
ſhoud pertwade thewletues , that he either by gnor: nce, or-by cr- 
ro, was miſtaken, Surcly this was a great.and moſt excellent King, 
this King by chance , brar'1 TON {a\, That all $h.ngs Walbo ret any a. t- 
ference Were Lavficl! and t efeemn's Kings, He therunto , bothas wcll 
honourably, as Providentiy, AAc reply : Yes » for ihe Barbaii..n 
Kings , but unto 1,lawfull things are anely lawful , and jut things aie 
oncly juſt. X | TEEFE 
In like manner Them:ſtoci@, being required of Symoniacs. that ſor 
his advantave in the Court he world p1 ONOUNCE AN unjult terience , 
who anſwered : As thou comldſt nut be a good Poet, if tot ſhoxlajt 
tranſgrejſe meaſure in Poetry : Sv ſhould not 1 be a good Frince.sf 1 ſhould 
gouclade any thimg contrary to the Lawes.” 2 | | 
Doſt not thou now tce thy feite-, o Phillip , in ſech like AQu- 
ons, and in all thethings which thou haſt done, COnvincee of the 
Heathens a1:d worldly Kings: wheras thou wilt, be..gſtcemcd fora 
K.ng 3 yea, and the Cathohike King ? Dolt not thou {ce plainly that 
| | G2 thou 


* > a _—r—_RO— _ 4 + ae Ye —-<C voy # Ho. 


q 7 4 / ' 
= Cu nn mn OOO oO oOunOm_” OT OO 


of the Netherlandiſh VVarre, 17 


« 


: 
Co 


= » 
- "wat WY q , 
A, # 5" L Fas <<. "ee 
_ Y _ 1 


$6 IN *e- HO” 


I5 41 Or4t101 of the Jav-fulnefie 
thou art. convinced by their Teſtimonie, who were onely lead by na- 
ture to maintain Iuſtice ard Equitie? Delt not thou ice cy dently 
by the tet: muny of cVvely One, that thou art cntorced to acknoy- 
ledge that thou ha cnedcvoucd and fil endevouret UW leife to 1y- 
rannie? Andto the evd that I way now pallc unto other matte:s , 
yet | nuſk not to rect th's proote of his Tyiannic: that Phillp,trom 
the tune thathe i1it rook VpPUN h m the goverrweit of the Ne- 
therlande, would have jiad , that the Convocation and the Ailcm- 
bly Þf the States 'howd hauc been holden in ftrange Countrics; and 
thathe many times, torbad, ditpericd and hindrca the meetings of 
the Lords of the Councel 3 when they according to thor amannce 
and cuſtome in their Atlemblics of State, d'd trcat ard deal 'n the 
behalfe of the common good of the Lands. For this Councel of 
the States was ordained , asa Protector: of the Lawes, a Piclerver, 
a Suryevecr, and Detender uf the Reipublick , and of all commcen 
affaircsz and was the haven and refuge of thc opprelicd, 

H2 to whom the charge. was commurted to {cc that the Reipub- 
lick ſhould nor be endamaged ; even him: hath Phi/hp not pernuttcd 
to come into the Allembvly ef the States, | He concluded that he 
muſt haue anorhcr Councel ; that he with that Counccl could not 
eftect his own counlcl and tyrannie, For he had Icarncd that of 
Tarquints Swperbus , who inthe Roman government ( which was 
lefr unto him of his Predecetiors) uſed to difpole and order all 
things With counlc] and advile , he took that clean away ; and ad- 
miniltred and {erved the Comonaltie with the counlel of his own 
opinion: And after him ſuis Cefar, who oppretled the Reipube 
I:ck<,made himkelfe perpetual Dictator or Pretident,and prohibited 
the Allemblies, The which Reipublicks afterward by Auguſtus bes 
Ing'P: citied and quieted were redrecd into their forwer mwtegrity, 
Which Afſemblics Nero, that infamous Tyrant, in the Deginning of 
his raign,did again prohibtt. For Pilhkp not onely hated, ttoubled 
and {cparated, the Allemblics and Convocations of the Statcs , but 
allo hs Nobles and Burgellcs , their Colleges , Aticmbles, 
and Convocations; wheras contrarily ke ought to hauc bcen a 
cood Father , anda faithful Adminiſtrator of all good Lawes and 
Cuſtomes ; but more eſpecially and abous all , of the ſtatcly oftice 
#f the States, ; : | | AED 
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And therefore, 6 Princes,if I ſhould proceed to make relation ef 
all the injuries which have been commirted by Philip in the Nether 
lands, you might maniteſtly {ce and percciue, that hee intended 2a 
molt unjuſt and intoicrable government, and that he is driven and 
pretled co fuch aL intent, by h's amb.tious dulue and exticame hare 
towards the Netherlanders. I know wel that I t{peake of things 
which are {fhciently knowhe tothe world, and reported of by all 
mMcn, And that thoſe things which I declare, arc better known to & 
very one , thcn I amabic to conceiue in my minde, or to exprelis 
wich my pen. YetI wilgive you to underſtand lome Patt, Culars, 
although my delivery.and ab:litic is nut any wite able to Lat She your 
Eapacitic and knowl-dge therein, For | cannut remember that there 
hath ever been 'n this world a more wicked and vile a&t heard of 
then th s which Philip did,wien he not onely intended the {opara- 
tion and diſfpertion of the noblcſt of the Star-s : but allo ro Kil 2nd 
to haue murthered them : And cycn at that very time. (as I have ſaid 
already) when they had brovght vp unto him the nine yeates {ubli= 
dic,nut onely with an c{pecial and lingular good, wil, but with a fare 
Qreatcr officiouſneſle. As alfu when he firſt ;n a fecret counſel had 
concludcd utterly to haue extirpated and eradicated all the Nether- 


landers, which. by him and his unjuſt inquititors were ſuſpected to 


be alteced in religion, | 
Now to the end I paſſe net by that in filence ; Before Philip had 

acculed v.18 States of rebellion , cuntumacie, and Crimen life Mas 
teſtatts, Duke d'eAlva made declaration unto Henrie the tecond, 
King of France, that Phys mtent was not onely to put to executi- 
on the Nobles and Gcntlemcn, bur alſo all thoſe ſfubjets,which 
were ſuſpected ro bee .of the reformed and pure religion. Phil: 
would haue murthered ſo many thouſand people, and would haue 
burchered them like innocent lambes, which never had given him 
ſo much as an i1| word yea who alwayes with an eipecial Bunevo= 
lence and ofhciouſneile, had moſt willingly been o@b<dient to his 
command , over whom hee (after the Emperours departure) had 
ſcarcely ruled and governed one yeare, So that if in cate he from 
that time to rhis preſent (and according to that crucl and ryranni- 
ca! beginning) might haue runne out the courle of his tyranny , we 
bad becn choked and buried longagoein our own blood, 
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Which of you, 6 Princes,is therethat maketh any doubt of the 
reuth hereof, in regard that the. King of France whom I even now 
named,did not {paccto adycrtile rhe Prince of Orange (v hen hcg 
wichorher Princes was conclud'ng the peace of Paſſowe , iN the be- 
halfc of King P-il:p) that ftuch an exceeding evil act was intended 
by the wick. d countels of King Philip? Burl pray you, 0 Princes, 
doe not think th:t Philip undertook this for religion. This was his 
religion, tar he thought it a fintolet any man live, who did not 
hold and cſtceme for good; yea, md to cat up as fuger, all h.s coun- 
{els and intents. This did his religion perwit,. atd therefore hee 
made no conſcience nor linne,to haue murthered fo many thoufand 


- Innocent Burgers, to the end that at once all the Noubilitic and chicfe 


of the Netherlands m'ghr hauc been made away. 

He accounted that forno fin at all,'n the warres of the Aſoriſtges 
toapprehend an hundred matrchants of Granads, and in one n'ght in 
a tumult ro cut all their throats and ro murthcr them, Not that they 
were any way ſuſpc&cd for their religion(for they had be:n alwaycs 
of the Romiſh Catholick bel:efc) bur for their money and gicat 
riches : For he that was of the leaſt abilitie among them, was wo. th 
fifric thouſand Ducares, which ticature Philip pretently appoyntd 
to be broughtiato hs trealurie and Exchequer. 

And this is bricfly what Phulip himterte hath done, as being the 
head and chicfc Archit:cture of our miſecries. Let us now acicend 
unto the times which followed, after that hee had left the Nether- 
Jands, and was cone into Spaine, O theſe were heavy (and by rca- 
fon of the abundance of calamities) moſt deadly times. I imcs? The 
Icmembrancc thcreot btijngeth a deadly fecare, horror, and an cx- 
treame dercttable abhorring, unto the loules and bodics of all good 
Patrzors and lovers of theu countrey. O Is notthis a mitcrahle cate, 
that the Spaniards, Morilcocs,and Seml- mor {cocs, hould hauc had 
{0 wuch rizhr, or tarie rather fo mich v.olence, over us: who not- 
WW thitanding were ready and Prepared not oncly to have Iictt and 
lJoitcy goods, but eyEn our We fare, wiucs,children, ang our l'ucs, 
in th. fcry.cc of the molt h'gh God and the King. That we, I lay, 
to {vddenly were proclaimed tor rebels, and repugnant godlellc he- 
raickes: And afte: {o many provocations, inſt:gations and inqurics, 
Setnp dejedted and throwne downto the ground,not by one cham=» 
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pion,nor by one blow, bur by many and grievous wounds, could 
(carcely begoe and 'prelzr ue our hues and ſoules of our peſtilenr 
encmie. 

Ler us now a little obſerve theſe champ'ons one after another, 
according as the cnfuing times (hall declare and manifeſt the ſame, 
which *P/:/ip ſent our of Spaine to be fupreame Lords of the Ne- 
therlands; not. thar they hould be as wholſome and medicinable 
rcſtoratiues to our wounds : but that they as biting corriſiues (ſent 
from the ſhop and ſtorc-houle of all deceit and wickednefle) mi ghr 
bite open,and make them greater and more dangerous. 

Now it that be true which pol ricians athrme, that a man may 
know and d'{cernc the nature and affection of the Prince, by the 
condition and manners of his fricnds, and of thoſe which he uicrh 
for counlcl and ſervice; Then let us conlier and fee of what quali- 
tic and cond'tion the King of Spaine is, by thoſe governors and ru- 
lers which haue bcen ſent from him into the Netherlands. For when 
Philkp had layd the faſt Foundation and ground-work. of his cruel 
and tyrannical goycrnment, hee concludcd to returne againe into 
Spaine, to the cnd that the Nertherlanders might indure and ſuffer 
all kind of milcry at the hands of ſuch as were their fellow-fervants; 


1 And thatrhe King as being himlelfe ab{cnt,might pretend and hold 


himſclfe as ignorant thereof. | 

And hiſt Margare: the Princeſle of Parma, had the government 
of thele lands. She was a craftic queane, and excecding deftrous to 
furthec the Spaniſh tyranny, who by her manito]d and continual 
complaints and acculations, aggtavated the kings hatrcd more and 
more : The king had joyned m commiltion with her the Cardinal 
Gran-velle (a man farre excecding and furpaſling her in peryerſnclle, 
deceit, contentiongin underſtanding and courage) tO be hac coad ju- 
tor and COMMpanion in this pallage of 5 hun tyranny. 

Theſe two were the Princes and Arch tectures of fo many com- 
motions. All the civil warres wcre hatchr, efte&ed and begun by 
theſe two. And like as Helena was unto the Tro:anc, even io were 
theſe two to our Reipublick, me oCccation of warre, the occaſion of 


I plagues and tpoyle. 


For that which before was very hard for Philp to efteCt by vehe- 


cnt force and violence, that cftcted theſe rw o,by deceit, by trap- 


pmgs 
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p ngS and underminings. For when they at the fiſt did perceiue h 
tht they could not efiect their intent, but under a ſhadow and co- 'e 
Jour of rcli,ion to doe ail th ngs contiaryto ovr lawes and priviies } ti 
gs. Then they erected new B: OPS by 2 new tick which was un- T a 
uſual in the Netherlands, Ard the were fer as [pies in the ercatand  n 
: p:incipal citics, both in all general and paiticular aftaires. Fhey cf- ; th 


picd and rev.aied what cycry man intended and practiſed. Thoſe © 
that were but luſpeRed of neglecting the Romiſh relipion, the) Pre F Ww 


> ſcntly haled and caſt them into pritons or dungeons, and thince to Þ| gc 
moſt cruel puniſhments; and hnally, brought them to death,confiſle $ pr 
cating their lands and goods to the Exchequer. And "this was the ce 
ch'etc occaſion, that the gicateſt part of all rhoſe that imployed all B Jay 
their en4cyours and diligence to land for the comnton good , and © the 
ſeemed to preferre,as zllo to place and exalt the publick Tibertic and Y co! 
jult lawes before the vile and contemprible enterpriſes of the Spanis I} bci 


aids; theſe men were made away, 

This was that holy intent of Philip and his Spaniards; This was 
that holy Inquiſition, which ſo called and nominated their moſt vile 
decds, and cruel robberies,which never before had been heard of, 
nor uſ.d in the Netherlands, which dire@ly as water doth contend 
and ſtrive with the condition and nature of hre , did thar oppugne 
our lawcs : becauſe that no man by luch meines mizhe be info.ccd 
thereunto,neither by violence nor death ; yet by thet. bloudy judg- 
ments of the Spanih tyranny, Cvcn the principal ar d chicfc dit. n= 
ders of our nat:ue countrey (by falle acculat'ons) cyon w th thicic 
wiucs and children, wers brought to publick punithmcnts of fire 
and (word, | 

The like uſed Targuins Superb that tyrant (whereof wee ſpake 
before)moſt ychemeritly to doe in ſuch like affaircs; whole cuſtoms, 
manners,and decds, Pailp not onely ſeemcth carcfujly to aime at ; 
but even by imitatien to doc the Jike, For that Roman tyrant, tv 
thc end he might wake himlcife feared and reſpected of all men, 
took onely notz-e of the matters of life & death, without any coun- 
{cl. Ard under thit pretext, he killed, burnt and exccuted the bo- ! pings. 
dis, ang conhicatcd all rhe goods of thoſe whom he cither hated,  Empc 
or had in ny fulpition; oreclte from whom he ex{pected any good i empr 
booty. And this very fame did Philip leck to dor, and all the orher molt 
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his counſellors of miſchicfe in the Netherlands ; becanſe they per- 
{waded thumſclues that there was nothing more availeable nor her 
ro cover their wicked detignes, and ro d{cover our irtendmerts 
ard ations {as well in the general as part'eulai affaires) as was this 
new Care of maintaining and manumiling of their relipion, which 
they ſeemcd to entertiim with exceeding great care and diligence. 

For there is nothing worlc nor wore dangerous,there is uothing 
which uſually bringeth ur.co men more incunvyericnccs and douma- 
ges, then that which is prerended and cftc&ted under the ſkew and 
pretext of ſome great commoeditic and profit. But before I wil p10- 
cced ts demonſtrate how exceeding farre the inftitutions and the 
lawes of che Inquiſition , oppolcd our lawes ; How exceedingly 
they weakned our ptivileges,and the good citate and welfare of our 
countrey; I wil freely eonf.llc that the Ewperour before that time, 
bcing moved by the counſc] of many, would haue brought that moſt 
toad Fran Inquilition into the Netherlands, and would have in- 
ſtitured certaine new rigorous lawes concerning the matter of reli- 
gion: but when he perceived that thoſe things could not be accom- 
pliſked without the greatcſt alteration of our Reipublick and go- 
vernment; And that hce underſtood that all the currant of ovr lawes 
were againſt the ſame,and made flat oppoſition : then that good fa- 
ther and preſcrvec of our countrey, deliſted from þjs intended pure 

vic TE by the good and wholeſome advice of the States (who 
fad oft.ntimes demonſtrated unto him wherefore thoſe things 
could not be cſtabliſhed withour the great domage and ſubverſion 
of our lawcs and privileges) he left the ſame undone. 

So that every one may clearly ſee and percciue, that the diligence 
that this good Prince ufcd therein, and that great care he rook ther- 
fore,that the ſame ſhould farre rather be for our preſervation, and 
furthering to the common good,then to the hurt of the fame. 

But the Emperour being dcad, Philip againe crectcd and eſtabli- 
ſhed that firſt intention and counſel of the Inquilitionzas a faſt foun- 
dation and ſure fortificat.on of his deccits, and treacherous trap- 
pings, which ſo long before had been caſt oft and rejected by the 
Emperour. So that it ſeemed, that he by a violent and ſtrong at- 
tempt, would quitc ſubvert the ſtate of our Reipablick , with his 
molt peftilent lawes. For he having deſpiſed rhe adyice, counſels, 
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reaſons and the petitions of our States and of our lawes, he willed 
and commanded that it ſhould be ſo. That new Biſhops ſhould be 
inftitur-d and ordained over the great cities. Theſe having dimi- 
niſhcd the revenues of many Abbots,as alſo the Lawes and. privile- 
ges of the principal of the Clergic, but more eſpecially having weak - 
ned and depoſed the Bihop of Camerick,and the Biſhop of Leige, 
they lived more ſumprtuoſly and gorgeouſly then they. He ordained 
that there ſhould be nine Canons adjoyned unto them, that ſhould 
be of the fame ſlufke , and uf the fame condition and na- 
ture as the others were, Out of theſe nine eſpecially 
ſtould there þc three ſought our, of the moſt ſevere and cruclleſt of 
them all; who daily with great carneſtneſle ſhould look into the af- 
faices of the Inquiſition. And that which was farre worſe, and mores 
intolerable for ouc libertie,theſe Biſhops ſhould nut onely be mem- 
bers in the Allembly of the States, but cyen there ſhould hauc the 
moſt yoyecs. : 

By this meanes theſe confufers and diſturbers of the Netherlan- 
diſh peace and tranquilitie,did ealily oppolc the beſt and profitableſt 
lawcs and counſcls of the States, and did weaken and debilitate the 
fame even as it pleaſed King Philip. They were able and ready to in- 
forme the Spaniards (who were enemies to our countrey) all what 
the States intended. For the meaning and intention of Philip when 
he ordained them, and admitted them into the Aﬀembly of the 
States; was, that they ſhould not conſcnt to "their wholeſome and 
good counſels; neither if that they could adyiſe or counlel any thin 
of them(clues to the weifare of the common good; tharthcy toull 
doe it; But that he by them, might confuſc,deſtroy , and breake the 
un.tieof our States,and their uniformitic of yoyces in counlcll ng; 
Andto bring ſuch a kind 6f counſelling in treync, which might be 
moſt ſerviceable for his tyranny. | 

Hence you may ſufhciently underſtand, O moſt peacefl and illu- 
frrious Princes, the reaſons that the States had , and were inforced to 
deny and deteſt that new intent and mcaning uf Philip,and how the 


{ame oppolcd our lawes. Ycaand were it for no other, but for this | 
onely cauſc,yet it muſt needs diſtate and utterly diſlike them 3 That 


ſtrange Spaniards and Italians might be choſen for ſuch Biſhops. 


We law and heard daily in our Allcmblies and counſel of _ 
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the filth and dreppes of theſe ſtrange fellowes, who were exceeding 
farre cſtranged from the nature of the Nctherlanders : whereas our 
lawes had concluded and commanded (as we hauc fayd before) that 
at no time cver in the Nethcrlands ir ſhould happen, that it was law- 
ful for the Prince to admit any ſtranger into the Allembly of the 
lands affaires or counſels. By this ſubtiltie and deceit Philip ſought 
to bring in other lawes; which might annihilare our lawes , and {cr 
up his un thcir place. and to hauea new councel in the allembly of 
the Starcs : for he could not make uſe of the counſcll of the States 
for the furthering of his tyranny. Moreovet I doc not intend to 
alle by the incredible crucltic and ſcycritic of this new inſtitution 
_ three inquiſuors, or under-queſtors, which daily they pra- 
C4, 

We law daily theſe three helliſh Iudges Keep cruel courts of Iu- 
ſice by themſclues, which was differing from the courts of the Ci- 
tics, and of the Provinces. They deſpilting the common authoritie 
of the Magiſtrates, proſccuted after a new manner of law again 
the offenders,as they termed them; and therein did accuſe and con- 
demne, without admitting any, yea the leaſt meanes for them to an- 
ſwer for themſclucs, without ſuttcringany appeale or challenge to 
the higher powers, but uſcd their owne authoritie .and their owne 
advice, and fo procecded as it pleaſed their owne liking and fanta= 
fic, and uſed (to plcaſc their owne appetite) ſuch un-heard-of and 
unaccuſtumed puniſhments, upon the budies and lives of ſuch per- 
ſons, w hercot they did-butdreame that they had violated or vilifhed 
the Romiſh religion : or elſe they themſclues by their moſt villanous | 
deceits, and trecherous trickes, had induced and ſet un others to doe 
ſomcthing,by which meanes they might be ſuſpeQted to haue becu 
altered in their religion, For they had a cuſtome to ſet out daily Cer 
taine ſtationers with boukes and writings which did oppoſe the Ro- 
miſh Religion,and ſent theſe fellowes to the Nobles and chicke of 


| the Prouinces, te the end, that if they did but buy any of the ſame, 


that then preſcntly,as being offenders, for herchie, and of afallſc rc- 
ligion,they might accuſe them and condemne them. Like as it is 
reporred of that cruel and blood: thirſty beaſt Hyane, who for to 
entice rhe people , 'or ſuch as kept the cattle , to come out of rhe 


woods or ſheltring places to chew, made great mourning and [a- 
| | D 2 mentation 


C44 Or ation of the lay-fulneſſe 
mentation, to the end ſhe might dcyeure them, 

Is not th s, oſt i}{nſtrious Princes, to abuſe religion, godlinciſe 
a:d piety to tyranny? Is not this to alter and change the State of 
r ie Reipublick, and to bring in any noveltics which might oppoſe 
rhe lawes or:the arthoritie of the Starcs in them, according to the 
wil and pleaſure of *Philip? Is notthis to puniſh a culpable Citi- 
zcn with amercements, bands, 0- blowes, contrary to the lawes- of 
the land,and contrary to the authority and reſpect of the magiſtrate? 
Finaily,'s not this to proſecute the offenders by a cowlſe of jultice 
contrary to the lawes and cuftomes of the cities, or of the publicke 
courts,and to deny a wan the libertie ro make his owne dcftunce. 

It then we muſt conſent unto Php, and to the Pope (which 1 
ntterly deny) that for the altering of religion in the Netherlands, 
ſuch crueltie and birrerneſſe muſt be uſed. Yer we {ay (that which 
many with us wil ccſtifie)rhat many Netherlanders were moſt cruc]ly 
butchered, which knew no other religion, nor made confeflion of 
no other religion bur the Romiſh religion, and theſe that knew not 
wherfore they were condemned to death : in regard alto they neyer 
had rreſpaſſed againſt the lawes of the Inquilition, 

And conſidering, 6 Princes, that all the complaints and accuſati- 
ons which Philip maketh againſtus, doe for the moſt part , conliſt 
chiefly herein , that he acknowledgeth and confeflerh to haue uſed, 
not onely this bringing in of the Inquilition, bus alſo this long- 
during warre, burnings, ficrings, butcherings,and the like, as a (ure 
medicine and helpe, for the rooting eut of _ and fora {pccial 
care that he taketh for the Romiſh religion , and the maintenance 
thereof. Yet harken I pray you wth attention to that which I more 
amply ſball declare unto you of this matter , by which vcry clearl 
you may {ce and perceiue how exceedingly his exceſſive great ſubril- 
ties, policics,dilſ1mulations and hypocrihcs doe maske themiclueg, 
and lurk under this name of the Romith religien, and how provyi= 
dently and ſubrilly Philip abuſcrh his religion, 

You know thar in former time the Roman Emperours, when the 
Roman Empire began to declinc,uſfed and rook unto themlclues, in 
their titles che Name,and in their deeds the Authoriry & Dignity of 
he greateſt Pontifices or chief Prieſts: And now you {ec Phibp, who 
for the enlarging and cſtabliſhing of his Government, (ets up all his 
kiles 
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ſailcs to failewithal , and roweth with all manner of Oares :- For 
though he attriburcth notunto himiclie the vain.and bare name of 
tice Pope of Rome? yet forall that he detineth and limiterh the 
Popes will and authority, with his will and pleaſure; yea, with his 
delices an4 endevours: Sothat which once that famous and moſt 
excellent Poet Yurgsl laid 3 That the Emperony Auguſtus poſſeſſed 
divid:d Kinzdons: with Inpiter their chzfe god: we may with. more 
right and reafon fay of P-:U/p; That he with thar great government 
of the Pope of Rome, hath fo faſt bound and annexed his there- 
unto, and hath lo eftabii hed and urder-propt his intents, counſell, 
and will, w th his wil and ſuffrages ; that the Pope mult hold for 
good, cunſ{.ntand command, all whathe w:ll. In ſuch» manner, 
that we, may,well aſhrme ; that th s power and. dignity of the Pope 
of Rome ,. in yery decd is nothing elſe, bur the Oracle of Delphas 
whichalwa cs Phlippeth. For when Phillip is delirous of any great 
Kingdom,or mighty Lands of other Princes , wh'ch might be ler- 
yiceable unto himn; lethim but make the Pope therwit' acquainted, 
and write unto the Pope and his counlcls of Cardina's ,' willing 
and cominanding, that tor the negledt or violating of Religion, rhe 
King of France , or:the Queen of Emgland be nw longer tollerared 
in their Kingdomes that the Lawes and Priviledges of the Nether- 
Linders may} be {ubyertcd 3 that they rhew{clues might be affiictcd 
with grievous puniſhments z that they may be execured , and- their 
goods may belong to them that ceaze upon them, that is, that they 

miy be mine : this great [upiter ſhall preſently conſent,and{ as it were 

with this godly cod of correction, giue unto this Plaintiffe Phillip 
the polleſſions of all rhe other, And this they thinke to be a {uth- 

cient and lawful occaſion for the making of a warre ,; and for the 

exerciling of all cruelry 3, and for the twallowing up* of - yours., 

the next-adjacent mighty, Kingdomes 3 and our Lawes and Privt- 


| ledgcs. 


And thinke not that the Pope, or his Cardizals , may, will, or 


| dare deny, or gaine-ſay Phulip in that, in regard,that the Cardinals, 
| forthe moſt part , arc made upon that cand:Yon,that they may ſel- 
| dom or neyer gain-ſay or oppole ;- butalwaics are to condiſcen4 to 


the entent and dcfires of. Philip. : 
I ſpeak the truth, 6 Princes, and you know that itis ſo indeed , 


| hs 


D 3 


—_—_— ee None mm 


29 Ln Oration of the lavefulneſſe 


bur he harh brought ſuch manner of men into the ſame, who haue 
afuredly promiſed to allift his Goyernment, and intention, both in 
word and deed : that he giycth and ſcndethunto many of the Care 
dirals ( though I wil not fay that ke yearly doth maintain them ) ex- 
ceeding great gifts : rhat hc o:tent mes threatneth the Pope and the 
Cardinals with his diſpleatuce and indignation , and publiquely 
faith, That he wil make tryal of, and repair unto other Defendors 
ef the Romiſh Religion, if in caſe they deny him that which he 
defirerh for the eſtabliſhing of his tyrannic : For he wil haue all his 
4 moſt wicked enterpriſcs,ſurprizings,oppreſſons, murthers & tyran= 
nics,ſhal be publiſhed,cſteemed & held for good works by the Pope 
of Rome. Hethinketh it is an injurie done unto him,that any man, 
in-whar caſe ſocyer, ſhould ſpeak againſt him , in regard he fo high- 
ly eſteemerh his own — Majeſtic, and Dignity ia fuch man- 
ncr, that the proſperity of all Chriſtendom ; yea, the welfare, life, 
liberty, houſe and home, the meanes and good fortune of all men, 
of belicfe and power , muſt be concredited and attributed unto his 
holineflg. 

Theſe Popes Sixtus Quinte, and Gregorie the foureteenth , thun» 
dred our of their Aauſolewwm of Trajanxs , their impotent flaihings 
and lightnings, againſt the perſon, kingdom, and pollci{iun of ihe 
King of France, Phillip made uleof thele occalions tor a future 
warre : When Pope S:xtu the fifth ( who was wiler and of a libcial 
diſpoſition ) being afterwards aware of ' his ginns,traps and deceits, 
revoked the excommunications,envies, hatred and cenwity. He here» 
by ſeemed exceedingly to fayour the King of France againſt Phillip, 
by which mcanes he nct onely purchaſed the cvil wil and the ex- 
treme harred of all Spaniards, but alſo therby brought his own life | 
50 an end, Two yeares before, Philkp had effefted and broughtro | 
-palle by meanes of this Pope, thar all Chriſtians, that ſhould pray an 
houreor two every day upon their knees in the Churches before * 
the Altar, for the peace of France, that they therfore ſhould haus 
and obtain , certain thouſand yeares remiſhon of all their {inncs F | 
And yet for al this, he was not aſhamed in the mean while to hinder, 
ler; yea, and to forbid, that the Pope ſhould giue no audience unts | 
the Legacies or Embaſllage of the Cardinal Gondims, with the Marihal | 
of Piſa, and the Duke of Neves, who were diſpatched and fent 7 * 
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thither about the peace in France.  Belide this , he commanded thay 
his Embaſladours ſhould prelemily depart as cnemy out of Rome, 
as ſoon as thoſe Embaſladours of peace ſhuuld be admitted and to- 
lerarcd inthe Citic of Rome, Bur what a miſchievous work , and 
moſt wicked and impudent counlcl was that of Phillip, which he 
after (o many feccet con{piracies, privy intrappings., or rather con- 
ccalcd treacherous covenants, gaue himſeifein France to publicke 
robbcric and paracide, as the murthering of a Kiniman 3. Who by 
his and other mens counſci and help , under the promile of an 
oath, procured to Popith Pricſt or Frier, being ſuted in the habite of 
a ſpiritual perſon, with a very friendly countenanceand familiar cou- 
rage, without any anger or ſhew of- impaticncy, without bei 
aba h-d by reaſon of any fear, did ſheath his Knife in the body of 
that great King of France, who wasof the bloud and kinred of 
the King of Spain 2 Neither haue theſe Spaniſh paraſites and flatre- 
rers, fcared ro nominatc and cal this abominablc deed , with that 
fair and goodly name, ſaying , That.it vuas a ſtab given from heaven. 
This paracide and murderer of the King is accounted and reckoned 
among the number of Saints. His friends and Kinred ( as out of 
dult and dirt,cycn from their vile, baſe,and contemprtible cſtate, ) by 


the recommendation, command, and alliſtance of Phillip , arc ad- 


vanced to greateſtatc, and tv. a Cardinals dignity. 

Theſ. {ret and lurking' traps of treacherie , and thoſe pub- 
lick combuſtious flames of Chriftzndom, which he cannor cleare , 
uphold and maintain, by humane or publick juſtice ; thoſe, his pe- 
ſtilcat dominion leeketh to cleare, frec and acquit, with the vizard 
and colourable deceitof Religion , and the Catholike name. And 
therefore wil I by your patience, © Princes ( having nodeſireto rc- 
vile, calumniatenor traduce, butout of anardent. delireof. piety , 
and a longing delireto confelle thetruth) declare unto you , how. 


'] many cyil parts,paracides,and laſcivivus luſtfulneſs.doe lurk in Phil- 


lips own family, which altogether are vailed, ſhrouded, masked and 
covered, with the Catholike name and Religion,. and are accounted 
for holy and-pious deeds. 

To the end that he might leaue a ſonne, and a lawful inheritance 
to all his great kingdoms; He, by an holy and pious diſpenſation, 
had fo much leauc, that he might tyranaically murcher or make a- 
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30 An Ordaticw of the lawfulnefſe 
way his owne lawful wife,bcing the daughter and liſter of the kings 


of France; aud in hes place to marry his owne Neece, unto whon 


ter 4ewas uncle. 


cracties 


By the Popes diſpenſation it was lawful for Philip (and that for- 
ſooth for ail holy intention) to make away his owne {on Charles the 
Prince of Spain; becauſe he ſeemed to be favourable and well- 
atfected to the Lawes and Liberties of the Netherlanders : becauſe 
alſo hee did not aitogether {cem to conſent rv rhe deaths and mur- 
therings of many Princes 3 and becauſe that he (a'd that the Nether- 
landiſh Provinces were his , and that they were given him at his 
Baptiſm. t | 

It was alſo lawful for Philip ro have two wines'at one time aliue,in 
one and the ſame bonds of Matrimony, viz. the Queen of Porrs- 
gl, and the Lady Iſabella Oſoria. And what work of proper and pe- 
culiar diſhoneſtic was not branded _” his lif-2 What ſhameful 
reproach and ſtain of immodeſty 1s there, which doth notclcaue 
and adhere unto his name 2: Yer for all theſe , he knowes how to 
arme , and how te defend and patronagethe ſame, with that ho- 
nourable and pious title of the Cathol:xe King. Is this the man 
that wil invoke , inforce, and oblige others to picty, and to the 
exerCiling of Religion? Dare he for his Religion, undertake and 

roſecute a warre againſt the Religion of all men} Can he by moſt 
cruel, and the like not heard-of puniſhments , purge aud ablolye , 
rhe Religion of all France, England, Netherland, and all Chriſter: 
dome, wheras he himſclfe is {ported and tainted with to many ill 
propert cs ? ' : 

I think now, 6 Princes, that you doe ſuffticien'ly underſtand thar 
Phillip at no time , ever refolyed nor concluded to defend , reve- 
rence and obey the Romiſh Religion ; but it was to ſerue his owne 
turn , under tife ſhew and pretence of ſome picty, for the defend- 
ing of ſome of his notorious and vile abuſcs , and for all acciden- 
ral matters and occaſions > which might befal his unjuſt and ambi- 
tious government, | 

Whar think you then , that the Netherlandcrs could any longer 
rolcratc and endure {uch like crueltics > By the which all forts of 
ponple ; yea, cyen the very noblelt and chicte of the Naobles and 
Gentrie { as if rhey had becn beaſts, without cither reaſon or ſpeceh ) 
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by falſe accuſations of yeg _ re tre Religion ( { even to the great 
rejoycing of all Span! alc as, (ow 1d bc di ly & utcheicd, to the cad 
that our I'rix1 Cages, to the end that cur Law £5,!90 thc end that our 

Libertic ould pcriſh ard be leſt, ard that wit! thelr liacs, aſi 
thoſe that to ugttto defend or maintan t 1c fanme,fſhouid mn aa pe- 
Tiſh 2 Was ! t pod] :ble that we could endure this tyrann my lonzer, 
© Princes ? Was this to waintain Religion? Was L's vizarc 


lourable deceit of picty J, even to the 4 'brertion of our Mo and 


A! 3d CCUlle 


lives, longer to be wainta'ned ard to beaccepred for good ? 1doe. 


rot think that any mwanw Wi {2v | fo. TI Iiciforc meer neccllite 5 __ 
the welfare of all theNcthe * LPR at the long-laſt required, tier 
the Srares in theſe grievous accidents,ſrould begin to alliit their Ret 
pub.ick , thus ter d ng to ruinc; and to rclut the m.o!} 
ons of the moſt bacbarous men. Ne _ doe the "A \inke, as 
yet, upon any v jovlcence, Armes or warre: but being more patient in 
ſuffering wrong, then it is pollible Pg any wan to belec ue, they coe 
that way, and take the courte; that is, of right ard reaſon ; and 
with the great. ſt mod: ftic that poſliblo right be, they defire in a rc- 
queſt or petition to the Dutchellc of Parma,a id doc admoriſh he; 
thatif the wil notutterly &cſtov the ReipuÞlik, that ſhe wv [t 16a; 
off that new and vn credible oo0Ur and [everity of the Inquitition z 
and to moderate and flacken Ny tic That extreme Tr: aging uric : but 
they were dc 1p {cd of her, and oppoted with vp-bra' d.NgS and it 


vilings: they "ad Cal. qd Geufes, that iS9 DEggar's 5 wW k.; it PO; Mo 
wWcre thi (ſe? Such people 


vc! ite Lt Ti. 


e ( or clſcT would 1 miglt not line ) | who 
for the liberty of the ] Reip ublick, and for the nY of our Country, 
deſired nothin: g cif, but that v hchinall equity and good right they 
were bound to do, By what mancr © f people W cre they thans rev: ied 
By (ſuch men indecd, "which ncither did excel them in Nobility © 

buth, r -Or in the aboundance of Richcs ; ; but in theabilitic of thcic 
minds, in counlcl and valour , far unworthier then thcte excellent 
men and detcend:urs of their native Countrey were, Peradventure 
you wil alledge thatthcy WCETre fubjects. Whatthen2 Did cover GOO d 
Prince ſetar naveht te petitions and defirces of iis ſnbjects ? "a 
Lt furcdiy Kang Avia rerxs ATrnemon the brother of Cyyus, did not 
onely takelcatvre, and attend, to hear all thoſe that defired any 


thing of him , but commanded allo his Qucen , that whereloever 
E | ſhe 
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ſhe ould be, to take away the Curraines or Tapiftry of her Coach 
or Charict of State , to the end that all rhoſe that would , might 
the more Conveniently ipcak unto her. . 7itizs Vcſpaſcon laid , That 
be 2d loſt a day , When be had not daily beſtowed (ime benefit or other 
pou {ome of his ſubjetts. But yetler Us giue way and aflent unto this 
abuſe and revilings of the ditdainful and ſhametully puttt-up-proud 
Spanard : Let us far rather conſider ito what danger out Reipub- 
Iick is broughtzAs allo that neither rhe long continued patience,nor 
thulc molt modeſt petitions of the States, could any whit mittigate 
or mollihe that Arcogancie and Contumacy. 
- Thechicfeand bit Lovers of our Liberty 3 the principal of the 
Lords doe perievere 3 they make ſure almoſt to cyc: y Spaniard that 
that was at Court, that was of any ſpecial relpect or note, and gi- 
ycth them to underſtand the diſtrefled eſtate of the Common- weal, 
pray'ngand intreating them, that they would glue thc Dutchelile and 
tae King to underſtand in their countel and by letters, what a darke 
and {moking ſhew of civil-broiles and diſlentions , threatned the 
moſt flouriſhing Reipublick with great miſcries and calamities ; if 
he did not moderate and flacken thaſc crueltics , bloud-ſheddings , 
buitmcnts, and that robbing of their geods. Burt when as they at- 
cer a long time , by this meanes could cttect nothing, they {ent the 
Earlc of Egmond, as Emballadour unto the King, who with letters 
from the States, and by word of mouth, might relate unte the 
King, the ſtare of the Reipublick, The King granted and promiſed 
unto him, that he would makethat all things ſhould goe wel,accor- 
ding to the wiſh of all the Netherlanders : but in the letters that he 
gauc this Embaſſadour , he threatned the States with more gricyous 
puniſhments. And afterward, when the Emperour /1aximulian the 
{econd, and all the Princes of the Empire, being moyed & entreated 
by the NVetherlamders, to doe them this benchite, that they would in- 
tercede, intcryein, and ſpcak tor them unto King Phillip , and the 
Spaniards; to knit up, and to cſtabliſh the peace. They got for their 
anfwer ; they ſhould take care for their own affaires, the King Knew 
wel enough how , and in what manncr he muſt rule over his Sub- 
jects. | 
Yet letus omit theſe lighr matters, if itbe alight matter , after 
luch apercmptory and puffcd-up manner to anſwer an Emperour 
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{o, and to diſdainthe Authority (or reſpect) and the Recommenda- 
ron of ſuch Princes. It it be a livht matter to difdain a Prin CC, t 1@ 
Embatladour of the Netherlands ; and withvain pretences to ialue 
up his mouth. And letus far rather {peak of thoic matters , whole 
vicivoniſnetle makerh thera heavis. 

All this while the Stares perce ving that Phillips cruel! tyrannizing 2 
increaſed, and came to an unmcaſucable orcatnels;. they intrea td 
the Dutchetle, that with her wil, ak and reſpect , they m git 
for the {ccond time ſend Embaſladows unto the Kino, v:2.the! Ns ar- 
quis of Berghen, and the Barvn of . Montigney z to the end tha t they 
by their Or: ations, Intercc{htons, ard Inrrcatics might mollific 2nd 
mittigate the exccedi ng eteat obduratcneſs ot the Kings cruel mide, 
which made him a altogether unfencible. 

Bur what became of theſe Emballadours2 Were they ( as the 
manner is) preſented with any gifts, or otherwiſe honourcd 2 Were 
they auſwered ? Weretheir detires orantedz or, that which cannc 
be denyed by no Law, were they at leaſt honourably ditcharged : O 
no ; the Marquis was made away with 2oylon ; and Monti 72ey 
Was carry ed away by La Aſotto and Medina, and was pu bliqucly bc- 
headed : and after this manner werethe Embatladours of the 1Ve- 
therlands ; atter this manner were thele illvſtrious perfons , and af- 
ter this manner were thoſe good Patriots made away , and cxc- 
cuted, 

Now the Spaniards doe not any lorger rend and teare the Civ 
Lawes ; but the Law of Naturc ; the Law of Nations is by them 
10latcd, ſcandalized and brceken. What need I {ay raorc: To what 
end ſ|-onld 1 procecd turther to demonſtrate and proue that our 


warre 1s lawtul and holy aga inſt Phillip ? C ont! dering thar this one 


wicked act; this deed worthy to be puniſhed , doth Taft ciently d 

erue and merit , not onely to defend our {elucs, but that we wur 
my ics on.ce way hope to {upp »rcflc thar Tyrant himiclte-in h's own 
kingdom of Spain. For this our manner of dealing, ths lawtul- 
nefle of out warre doth ſkine unto all Nations of the earth, even 
from naturcit {cltc, YCa, [tis tolerated cvon of the immortai Gud 


t'miclfe, 


lf any Embzſſ;dour of theRomancs by ary manner of meancs 


q vere endamagcd (if he were not pu blickly (GUiifed) the cuſtome of 
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the Romancs was to proclaim warre againſt that Citiez are becauſe 
thar their Embatladouas were proudly reſiſted in the Citic of C:- 
r:217, thcy razcd the, Citie topicy-turvey, Bcecaulc that their Fideniſh 
Emballadeur, by the command. of Laertes Tolummua King of V;- 
ento was cxccu. tid, they {:tup the pictuccs of them, and prom fd 
qreat ſummes of mony to them that could apprehend of them; and 
finally thcy veg!.t the C tie and pcople of Yiento with a ſiege, and 
w.th bloudy warre, The ſame Cite have the T arentine, by a cruel 
warre brought under the yoke of their goyernment , becaule thar 
they had handled their Emballadours fomew hat too laucily. But we 
paſle by the fe things which hauc happencd ncer at hand, and. gOC ID 
matters which hauc becn done far from us. 

E Becauſe thar in our time Fregoſius and Rinas Embatikadours of the 
King of France were put to death, the Emperour uling connivance, 
or rather annuence in the aCting of that inhumane decd, almoſt all 
Chriſtendom was ſet on fire by that war. For the Rowwaues kad ſhew- 
ed by their example or fore-a&t , and by their moſt proyident deeds 
in former times, what the Exmaperor in ſuch an horrible matter ou ght 
ro haue done; for they delivered anlinum and Minutiuns over to 
the enemy, becauſe they ſomewhat too lewdly had abuſcd their Em- 
baſladours, the which by the Fecial,or Law of Arms was forbidden, 

And that Law for abuſing EmballaJours ts nor onely eſtabliſhcd 
by human Laws, butalſo by the Law of God,like as the holy Scrip- 
ture teſtificth unto us, For aſſuredly I know, that neyer any Prince, 
with greater ſeycrity, did revenge the death,or the abuſe of his Em- 
baſadours more then did King David ( the godly Prophet of the 
moſt high God ) againſt Harun Ring of the Amnmenites; Becauls 
that chey abuſing his Embatladours , had ſhaved off the halfe of 
their beards, and cur off their garments in the middle. O how 
many plagucs ? O how much bioud-thed ? What cruel and vr- 
hca:d-ott deeds happened tor this abuſe ? Bur the day would fa le 
me if I ſhould repeat all tac acts of iuchiike deeds. As of, Arr- 
lis Varras { who was accounted for a very feyere Tudge ) had 
wont to fay, when witnelles weie produced, and allo others 
named : Theſe Wirncfics { faith he ) are {fufhcicnt , or cle I know 
nor what may be ſutticient, So have I produced examples or 
ſo:&-decds ſufficiently ro rroge, how hoc ble ill ir is for a Prince , 
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as ally for all men to put to death the Ambaſſadour of a com- 
x, wh and that ſuch an evil decd ought ro be puniſhed w ith war 
and with death. Certa'nly the name of an Embaſſzdour ought to 
bee fo re{peftcd, and of ſuch dizn'ty , that thuſe who beare the 
name thereof, ought ts be free, not cnely within the IuriſdiQtion of 
their confederates, but evcn in the midſt of the arrowes,{words, 


pi _ and ſhor of their cnemics. 
Verily if cycr,or at ; any tine ith appened, that any barbarous man 


or Prince, were moved cither by necethity,or by any other occaſion, 


to put to deatin the Amballadors of their cnemics,tacy haue done the 
ſame then cicher privately or covertly by ſome {.c:er plot- 
ting z but Philip, that inhumwane tyrant of all Chr {tendome (L 
can no longer rcfrain my ſelfe from giving him that nawe) Philip (1 
ſay) at what eime the Amballadour of his ſubjects,an obedient pco- 
11-,and n2 enemies,came unto him, is by ſentence of the Indges, 

ublickly condemned , and cauted openly to be bekcadcd by "ha 
| AMPS Whercfore? Bccauſe he was come unto him with a 
ſupplication or requeſt for the welfare of his native countrey; with 
a legacic or Emballage,as Emballadour of the Netherlands. 

Could the Netherlanders then affe,loue, and be obedient unto 
his government? Alas,alas, yes, as if they had quite forgotten all 
thole injuries, they longed aud wiſhed daily for his comming) for to 
enjoy his preſcnce was all theic vchement and carneft « deſire, For 
both by letters and by Amb alladois the King at divcrs tiwes moſt 

earnckly was {ought unto; that he would once againe rcturne into 
the Nethe: linds; ply that he himſclfe might ſce an 4 perccine, with 
what good wil and affeftion every one was ready.to cntertaine, and 
to ob{crue his honeſt and reaſonable precepts and commaundements, 
So thar if there were any thing, that either the cruciric, or the male- 
yolcnce cf thoſe great comm: ming I 0:ds,could nor p<rformenor 
di i{parch, ti then he himſelfe might order and redrefſe the fame. Fi- 
nally, th cr2 were any thing, wh ch ether byrke neg]! TENce Or caie- 
!elnclle of his ludjects w as decayed; that he by. h's r:cderation and 
Bencyolcnce might reeſtabliſh and bring | ito a bctrer courſe. 

Atthe long- Laſt it was verily be loved that the Srares | Dy Chcir in 
treaty had allured the King thereunto, that he promiſed ro returrne 
iuts the Netierlands, 2nd to performe all this, O what jov, mirth, 
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26 An Oration of the IaVefulneſſe 
and rejoycing wasthen aboundantly powred into the minds of all 
the Nethcrlanders > With whar great good wil and dclire did they 
look for their king and Prince? How great and cxcceding coſtly 
was ail the prepararion and provition of the nobilitie? How d'd the 
hearts of the commonaltic then leape and dance in their bellics for 
jov ? And who js able to recken up the ſuper-abound'ng "charges 
which the w hole Reipublik- by their cſ{peciall bounty and loue , 
etc tree-willingly poure out,for the furniſhing and ſumptuovs pro- 
viſion of two Flects, the one flect to fetch rhe King hiwſclte with 
his Nobles that accompanied him, and his ſervants and guard that 
attended him; whichflcet was exceedingly provided, and turniſhed 
2buunllantly with all delicate proviſion; and rode at anker in Spain, 
attending to recciue the King, when it ſhould plcaſc him, and to 
bring him over, The other Fleet was in Zcaland,ready prepared for 
the greater {ccuritie and magnificent ſtate, to haue met the King at 
{ca, as {oone as hc ſhou}d have gone aboord the other flect in Spain, 
The affections, good-wils, and the efpecial loue of the Nether- 
landcrs unto the King, was ſo great, that although they had been di- 
ſturbed, moycd,and attrighted with his government, with 10 many 
evils and injurics; and by his precepts and commandements were 
brought into ſo many and great perils and dangers 3 that yet for all 
theſe they wiſhed for him (whom in his continual abſence they did 
reverence withall ufhciouſnefle) ro {ce himin their natiue countrey, 
In their Reipublick,that they might behold , receiue, and cmbraca 
him with thearmes of their benefits. | | 
I hauc according to my abilitic made relation of moſt of thoſe 
things which happened under 'the government of Aſargaret Dut- 
cheite of Parma. Now there remaineth ro declare ſome things which 
happened under the Duke of eAlva. And tuſt, this I wil lay of him, 
Thag like as it is fayd of Hanmbal of Carthage, that hee as yer being 
bur a child of nine yearcs of age, made an oath unto his father be- 
fore the altar, thar he for ever would be encmy unto the Romanes; 
cycnſo it ſcemerh that naturally this Alva was born and brought up 
ro hate us,to {pol us,and to be our deſtruction. For he came not in- 
t > Our COuNtLcy as others did , to be viccroy, or the Kings Licute- 
nant;zbut came praunfing into our confines,as an enemy with agreat 


koaſt of armed Spaniards,and other old Souldicrs,our of the King- 
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doms and garrifons of Sicilia, Naples, and Milaine, The King had 
given him mn charge, that hee with all earncftneſfe thould goe on and 
procccd to diltu; De, pervert, and confound the order, and inſtitut:- 
on of our government, And that he both privately and publickly, 
ſhould exccuts every one which reliſted his government, and ſhould 
make away all thoſe who in the leat ceremony, omitted, or negle- 
&cd rhe Romih religion. The King placed this General in {uch au- 
thoritic over the N.therlands , although hee were notof his bloud 
nor kindred,although that our lawes require that the Governour (as 
is before ſayd) mult be of the blood and Kindrcd of the Prince, 

Yer for all this, the Netherlanders recciue him, with the greatelt re- 
ſpect and dignitic,and admitted him with the greateſt obcdicnce and 
{ubmitſion into their Reipublick and. cities, as ſoon as they under- 

ſtood, thar the care and charge of their defence was given and com- 
mitred unto him, by their King, Prince,or chicte Lord. Bur as ſoon 

as the Duke of Alva came into the cities of rhe Netherlands, inten- 

ding to bring us into all Kinde of miſcry and calamitie ; He took an 

other courlſe,after another maner and faſhion then the former did to 

etc and bring to palle the kings wil & command, For firſt, he pre- 

{ ntly baniſhed,diſperſcd,8& drouec away al the Chicfes,the principal 
of che Noblcs, out of all the Proyinces of the Netherlands, who had 
{ b{cribed their names in that requeſt or petition, or thoſe that had 

b inded themlelues in that covenant to maintaine the libertie of theic 

native countrey,not-unlike thoſe who had luifered themlclues to. bs 

ſhut up in the Trojane horſe. 

And although during the government of the governante of Par- 
may an innumecable company of people-were executed for religi- 
en with fire, water,{word,and other ſhameful deaths; yer he thought 
that way and meancs not to be good enough, but thoughtthat there 
was another way to be found out by which many more might be ex- 
 ecuted, And therefore he ordained another counſel which ſhould 
haue the authoritivro condemne, and to execute all thoſe which ci- 
ther ſeemed to be ſuſpected of religion,of rebellion,or contumacie. 
This counſel they named with its proper name, The blogdie Connſell. 
And although that by this counſel he had cur the thioats and liues 
# of ſo-many menzthatit ſecmed,they wold almoſt hl the Netherlands 
" with the bloud of the moſt innoceat men; yer could not that _ 
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crucl and viſatiable mind of Alvz be fatisfie 1; neither cou!d all this 
orcat blovd-? ed quench his long-doring bloud-thirftic mind, For 
he thought thr there was nnt halte enough blood {pilt, when as he 
ted Taelfe, that oncly wita bands, blowes, ſwords, and all 
Kind of cruel puni-hment uſcd by the hang-man, he had executed 
cighteene taouſind men, Sv thatT am verily pectwaded, that ev 
tought to make his name famous by crueltie, in regard he accoun- 
tzd crue!ric for ſuch honor and commcndat'on. Like aS weread of 
L:ci1s Sullz, who boated himfelfe in the Triam-virat, that hee had 
cauſed foure legions of the other fide to be executed, which had 
yeelded up themaſelues in a common field upon his promiſe, and 
that he had done other cruel decds. 
But among all the a&ts which arc moſt remarkable that were done 
by the hclpe and conduQtion of the Duke of eMlva,. whereof 
he moſt boaſtcth, and for which he moſt yvauntcth himſclfe, was, that 
he by falſe accuſation, for rebellion and contumacie, had condem- 
n:dtwo of thc moſt noblcft Lords, viz. the Earles of Ermond and 
Horne,and certzine other Nobles of great houſes, and had cauſed 
them publickly to be executed by the hang-man at Bruſſe[s, O how 
birtcr were theſe ex-curions to our native countrey ! How grievous 
were they to all honcſt and truc-hearted people ! Yetall that what- 
ſoever I ſhal ſpeak of Alv4,and of all the other commanders of thg 
Netherlanders; or hane ſpoken of them,you muſt, o Princes,fo un- 
derftand the fame, th ade your {clucs, that they neither acteimp= 
t:d,nor performed any thing which was not onely according to the 
wil and :nowledge of Phil:p,but was alſo by his couulclling putin 
execution. For the poſts and meſſengers of this counlcl rode {til tg 
and fro, Andif all theſe things had not been done by the wil and 
counſel of the King, which theſe commanders and counſeliors did; 
he would not indeed {o haue honorcd,advanced,& rewardcd them, 
vith honors, oftices,and rewards,as fignes and tokens of their good 
carriage, when he called them home our of the Netherlands. The 
Cardinal Gran-velle he made vice-roy, or Licutenant of N eples; Al- 
4 he appointed over the Kingdome of Portagal!, and reyerenced 
tim as his father, 
So tat I atluredly perſwade my felfe, that Alva confefleth him 
ſelfe, that he by the command and commuyſion of his King Philip, 
-Feg, hh, « be po had | by 
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by violence,and moſtupyuſtly by force of Armes,ſoughtta gct from 


vs thetenth and beetir*th peny. By which Qealing henSronely dt” 

greſſed from the wil of the'Stares, theirconfent and pleature, bur c- 

ven from the Lawcs themſclues,and realor; when he peeſintiy did 

punith bottr þy Arercemerts%tid dy th;alkrhofſe, who againſt his in- 

tvicrable taxation ſpake but any onBorg of the Jibert'e and Lawes 

of th Reiptbl/cE One bullin&{ſcHe did withBdr the KnGwledge of 

his Philip, by his owitc authoritie ard power, when as EE taxing an 
Alderman of 'Amſterdaw, by bis woft unjuſt Taxat'oy, drew.fiom 

hun rweluethouſand and fix hivkdred guldens, Bur £Alva confel- 
&rhKitpſclfe,rhat this mpſt'be Ye fl under B's eotifenages. Lex 

us 16 procetd to' greaterarid oghtier matters, 

* Mirk,1 pray you, this mans cructte, or that I'may the better ex- 

prefle it, this moſt caging beaſt. Alva before, had bur rafſted of the 

Citizens blood; now he was defirousto drivke of ret. fne in ful 
citrowſes;td queiith his blood-th'rfindlſe; and 6 thit end he rmade Emenuel de 
choyce bf 17 of the chief Rt Citizens'of Braff; WHOKEt zons, Miter off: » 
becauſe they had bur'onely in words oppoſed h:5 pmioft unjiiſt/and © 1% Þ 72 © 


yer-grear taxation 3hecommarideU'thar all of them'in' ohe* night gear 


ſhould be ifangted:i Byrhearkgr; Tprayyouz whar d per.CS CON £66. big 
Hideritiotrand ciftire'*Atpa tHed'toinvent mdto 1ppc iot this hani- Aornng 
rice of puniſhmer't5 and” conſiderthit, he'as good iuftriifter ard Wacker, = 
maſter of the hangrhan, prefcribed anto them what proviſion ftould confirms it s 
beſt ſerue ro'execurethem withal, and how the ſame mult be uf d 
and applied. For hefjad tv!d rhehangman (maſter Charles by nime) 
tharhe muſt be provided of {cveritegne ropesto ſtrangle thoſe Ciri- : 
xens whetzof we hane ſpoken, Heſhould alſo make'ready fo man 
ladders of ren or twelue foor long, for in that night he would 4'(- 
parchthar work, 

Yer Aya proceeded not in this rratter, {for when” atl things 
were ready, and when (for their greater ſecpritic) the folditt flood 
ready in'thete'Armies to doe this; there came jult at thatfatiie t nic, a | 
re-nger; who brought newes, that our men had wonne and r;- \ 
ke: in foe Brill againe. Very ſhortly aft r, asifhe had had to do2 / 
w:th cnemies,he Fegan amcſtcruel warre, and belieged the chicfe 
citics, ſurpriled themzand with the 'mioſt Iatmentable burnings. rob- 
berics,and moſtabhominable mutthers; he deft, oyed,ſubvei tcd, ai'd 
TE: | £ ” extiryat 
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40 8 Oration of the lawfulneſſe Ws” 
extirpatcd them. Thole cities which he rook in by compoſition, by 
accord,upon cond.tion and promiſe,and upon his faith, ſurrendred 
themſclues, yer all this could not defend themgnor divert him from 
his moſt cruel viulations, and un-heard-of wicked and inhumane 
dceds, of ES 2 . a 1558 | 
When he hd taken im the the towne of Naerden, he. then firſt 
ſent for fourc hundred of the Citizens, out of their houſes to come 
to the Towne-hall,as if there he would hauc publiſhed ſome thi 
unto them; that cvery one of them, becauſe rhey were agreed IT 
their enemies, and repolcd themſelues upon his faich and promilcs, 
That they ſhould be Kept fafe and harmleſſe both in body and goods; 
There werc they all of them pirrifully murthered. From thence the 
Spaniſh Souldicrs ranged up anddowne as if hell had been broken 
louſe,to the performance of all vitious attemprs, and filthy yiolati- 
- ons; And ficſtathey raviihed and defloured kf | che. modeſt and ho- 
. neſt women, widowes and virgins, and afterwards murthercd them, 
The children and moſt innocent ſucking babes, who with their in» 
nocent cries ought to hauc molificd the raging. fucic of their. cru- 
 eltie, were brocked upon pike, rent and cur in pecces: which thing 
haue ever been ſo abhominable and deteſtable unto all As 
ſouls,rhat they,cvcn yet unto this day, and daily. are. abaſhcd and a- 
mazed when they but heare theſe things ſpoken of. 

And I pray you what manner of crueltic and furic uſed he when 
he had taken in Haerlem and othec rowaes, to theit extreame ops 
preſſion, and ſpilling of blood 2 Come higher all you Philarida, 
Accurre hither Buſrides,Sulle,N eros, Domitians, Caligulacs, bchold 

and view,be aſtoniſhed w;rh admiration, be amazed at the crucltic 
of Alva; was not his crucltic and oppreſſion great , who had 
not one; onely joynt of his body free from, miſchicte 2 His tongue 
was full of deceit and perjuric,, his hands dchiled: with ,innocent 
blood, his fect were ſwiftro the ſubverſion and deſhudction of the 
common-wealth: and thuſc members which in modeſty may nor be 

named, were aboue meaſure ignominious, = AIR 
Yer among many other decds that eA/va atchicycd , let not this 
our diicoutlc forget not turne over once, which is very remarkable; 
And firſt let me ask him-this queſtion. Whar joyfuller day canſt thou 
remembcr, 0 xAtva,, which was 10 joyfull and delightlome vnto 
| theey 
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thee, as when thou (with unaccuſtomed 2a: FA invented puniſhments 
and tortures, hadſtexecured ſo many thouſarids'of 'moſt innocents 
people; when thou hadſt fo poſlcſt all the' Netherlanders with fuch | 
ah ami4zemenr of hy cruel ryranny; when thou hadft featrered and 
diſperſed the acceſſion of all the Nobls/and Geritlemen, who 
intended to haue gone £0 aPheeof Oraripe) hadit paſſed by ſhip» 
ping the Maſe, and walt returned into Antwerpe; and Fad cena 
that Trophe {or image des ay thinc,and all the'Spaniards cru- 
elt yranny 2 

"Behold, I pray you,0 Prihces, mark and take notice of this mans 
aitogancicand”' olcncic.' Alva creed] uno himſclfe 'an'image in 
the middle of the caftle of Anrwerpe.” The frgue 6t repreſentation 
was this': Hcſtood upri ith his: feet npon the backes of the 


Shatcs, and of the Nether s, who lay tcerched outalon upon 
the'g groun id. This rep rp relenhatigh, this %, ophe,did this frantick'con-/ 
aulc hy fan Eife did'or wouid at- 


E125 erect unto h wiclfe,” 
t1ibute the famc unto him. Whac was ly yer wanting more, bur 
that he alwaycs might! tiumph and brag'as he was worthy, wich ftch 
eciurr ipbart; and victorious ($99 ? Tharhe fitting! thaſhit of 
Ker d: £7 Gro the blood of -C it'ztns, ſoutd: be drawne for- 
Vads; ftould p ent now/hm 4 Crowne fer Wwitcand 
dropping with the Flood char was newly” ſpi Reps his Charior 
ſhould = led the Nerherlandiſh widowes & ?' Before 
him a be borne rhe render bodics of Fee 5s; -and the 
heads 9 flo | Wany Innocent peo le ſtickr ren cs. The —_—_ 
tation of the burnigs,deſtru ons, aid ney croclſlaug 
murthers, ſhould alſo bee re atefcured? Fries o5irm 
fhould bc drawr g by the dead Cities of x our States , ET Ion 
Gn: And after this lo yp panes A Conquerour ſhould many 
thouſands follow 'of Sergean » Torturers and murthe- 


FE eaket Swords Bree adlogges, ol ; cltibbes, bands, and 
= torturing Fei 10N,! 
All the x Fr the provinces rus beingirritated and vrokbked 


by ſo many injuries and calamities, refolyed with pod a valiant Gif- * 
firion and generall conſent ef voyces, (as I baue fayd already) ro 
er end their lwcs,, mcancs and goods for the hy of he. Ne- 
cr5,and For the proſperitic Of" Althoug zthatthey ou 
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1 az every wiſe maryand good. O:rizen gught to doe, and unwillingly 


preparcs for a civil warty; ape not to proſecute all things to the ut-, 
termoſt) very difficultly,and. by compultion undertook the watre, 
For they ſaw that there wagyo othey means lettro, clcaps the ſhaince- 
fulleſt death; andzhe molt. dereſtable flayery of tac Spaniards. They 
ſaw that their lerters, ſuppjicaztions and Emballages helped them 
not. That your mcdiatien,, O. moſt itluftcious Empcrour.. toc 
your interceliion and intery cution, mightie 'and moſt peieeſy 
Princcs, ayailed them, not ;z,, I bat thi £yas nothing left unto | Ive 
but onely tg take Armes,s. MPS they m'ght calt off that yoke. 
of bondage from theig, necKes, Like, unto one that being%in a 
e ſhould ſay unto him}, 
| 'n which will carry thee, 
upon, his backe, as once he did Ariop of Mpthiranuns - as thic Pocty' 
doe fcigne. Or as the 29f of Ky 274 HY lea-gol Neptiins, as 
it is reported in-old rigze, drew. the hanging .Wagoon, Ig all 'you' 
unawares by ſome body be drawne to r 


ſhippe , and chaled by. Pyrares 5. an 
Leape out of the ſhipp, fur there 1s a 


rward, and brought whither' 
you defirc, like as hee (being a heathen) ſhould lay afide all feare;* 
eycn {o, ſo many terrible, rigurqus agg infinite ,ctolles arid _— 
a . , ” 4, Jy. 4:31] 113.4 f T6 
ries, oppreſling the Negherlands, the States relying ypoh Go; USE 
rakes Aopext ape ialiing po hin As Hhelf, Gmely Bape, 5" oPuhY 
againe their libertic, This hope hath the high God,&ven froth the' 
beginning, ſtirred up and augmented in them, when they ſaw the 
rowne of Brill, YVliſing, and other fortifications of tlie Nethertands' 
to betaken, in againc, and other worthy atts and deeds, which wes 
done with.a.yalorous und warlick, courage; ſo -thar the” Sparifatdy” 
then began ta'runne more ſlowly intheir parhs ahd' bearery way 6f 
tyranny; and procured cermaine in theic behalfe , which promiſed 
peace bo the Netheclanders,if they very humbly-woul4 pray and itt- 
tceat the ſam: of the King, The Crates alfofecing ' rhat rheir "hatiiie 
countrey was much ny by the cruelty and rigot of warre, e&- 
ſed not to.counſel and adviſc-to peace and unitic. Oh that thifcouns 
{ell and advice to the, Spaniſh peace, had nzver chtred into the 
mindes and thoughts of the States : bur that all their aﬀetions 
had much cather been unit:d eyerlaftingly,alwayes in&withour cea- 
ſing, to hauc ifſaulced, oppoſed, and by watre to Havic atrertipted a- 
geinſt the Spaniard, Our Reipublick had then ſtood & flouriſhed, 8& 
: Re Ol Lor IEEE N EIN gn =. no _ 
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ſhame and diſhonour had fallen. | | 
© For wheras in theatf<tions of our Netherlands remained yercer- 
tain ſparkes of the former love ind inclination; to the King of their 
Reipublick 7 ſo rhey, with an eſpecial and catcful modeſty, and 
milde meekneſs, deluecd aud propoundcd the moſt lawful and juſt 
cond tions of peacc, which the Spaniard promiled alwaics to keep 
and maintain unyiolably. \Bur.they had prouyſed 'thar upon « falſe 
* ahd diſſembling ground, ro-the end that rhey might rake (ome eale, 


and might reſt by that meanes from the warrc; and afterwards might - 


with the greater violence and force renew and begin the warre again. 

For in thar ſame yeare did this moſt cruel enemy run vyer the hole 

N etherlandewith his Armes: The Souyldiers were inforced to tetire 

into the diſti elled Townes; all the gogd Cirizens and Burgers, were 

robbed ad ſpoyled of alf their gold!) filver, and alt 'thcir other 

| Imcancs : and Antwerpe was ſo wholly, ſo miſerably,and ſo pirtiful- 

ly ſpoyled, burnt and deſtroyed : that | even the deſcription of this 

one att of theirs, maketh a whole volume oc book in our Chro- 
| hicle &r book of Regnemabrances. Leyden was for the'(ccond tim 

| b:Tepred, te the great danger and hinderance of their beſt and 1bick 

| Citizens. Afterward Was Yirecht { a gi eu and mighty Citic fituats 

vpon the Rhyne ) uſed with the like cruelty as Antwerpe had beene, 

Guc people then adding and appiying to their great heart-griefe,this 

calamiry ," totheir former calamitics; could nor were able any lon- 

err6 indure this cruel government: bur like men revived, begann 

Fucki forinet warre with a valiant Refolution, and ſo carrycd the by- 

fir.efle, that cvcry one had hope and courage that the Reipublick , 
(the Land and Comonalty ) would be broughtto good ctfect. 

Burthe Spaniards the feconig tie, la'd the hand of their deceit 

upon ouc hope, ang offered peace again unto the Netherlanders ; 

whecunro they were the more eafily id Ticed , in regard that all ho- 

neſt and good men haue a loathing 3nd deteſtarion of all thoſe 

bloud-ſheddings and out-rages, which warte occilioneth., The re- 

| membrance of the former reſt, caufed them the more earneſtly to 

attend ro their peace-counſclling , which they very fairhfully inten- 

ded & entertainted; perſwadirig themſclues , thar therin was no hy- 

pocrific nor deceir:For the more — 2 man is, the lcflc (uſpition 

| : periges aged L wo 
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44 A Oratien of the lavfulneſſe 
hath he of another mans diſhoneſtic, So that by the interpoſing of 
che Ewperour Maximilian the ſecond , there was a new pence made 
and concluded at Brede z which peace by the 5 aniards had the like 
beginning, and the like event as the former had. For thiey proved 
and fortihed rhemſclues in the mean while for warre, whoſe cies 
were ſtill gazing upon us for eur deſtruftion, 'And that fame yeare 
they ſurprized the Townes of Buerin,Leerdam, and Onde-water;they 
beleagred Zirieckſea, and in the end they turn again to the former 
robbing and cuving, burning and hiring, /and to the moſt cxuel tor= 
tering of Citizens that could be invented. bk 
' All theſe, and many more the like, beryded us in the time t 
Requiſenize ruled and commanded the Reipublick , whomthe King 
thought moſt fitting and worthy to ſucceed Alvain the goycrnmerg, 
and in the dealing which he had uſed, as we hauc faid before, whom 
a ſudden and uncxpected death furprized » evit-ng, alunder the 
threcds of the firſt deſires and cngevourings of this great Commane 
dcr, whilſt he was praunſing and gallopping through tic treacheries 
of the Spaniſh tyrannje. | $374," 

| That whichthe King of Spain could not bring to paſſe by this 
tyrant, that he allayed ro <fic&t by new inverffions , avd (Fameful 
tricks and ticacherjes of Hieronymwns de Rhoda. This man was piCs 
ſcntly after the death of Requ/ſenims, appoited by the King to be 
of the Councel of State at Bruſz's , to the end, that he with them, 
might rule and govern in one conlcnt , over \the Reipublick and 
common affijres , and that he ſhuuld corre and puniſh the muti- 
nics, ſcdirions , and uprorcs of the Spaniſh Sould:ers, who had de- 
ſtroycd AelÞ, Maſtrichs, Amnwerpe, and the other Citics, with their 
gruel macthers, burnings, robbings and rovings , the like hath not 
been heard off, And this þulinels was btought to that paſle,, that 

theſe deſtroyers were preſently publiſhed, declared and baniſhed, as 
being rebels, contemners,and cnemics to the King. But notlong af- 
tr Koda, by his Spaniſh treacheries became himſelfe the head of 
thoſc Rebels, He uſcd the Kings Seal,and delpiling the States, would 
publiquely be held for their Governour or Ruler. _ | 

By this his perfidious dealing were the States exceedingly trou- 
bled and offended; fo thar they all atonce did combine themſclucy, 
Fith the Princc of Orange, and with the Hellanders and Sea-landers, 
| | On concludingy 
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concluding, that they maſt driue all rhe Spaniards out of the Vather- 
lands, and that they muſt alwaics refilt and oppoſe them with wartcs 
and weapons to their urtermolt cndeyours. 

In the mean time, neyerthelcfle,rhe States forger not rheir dutiful 
obetiience unto the King : but contrarily doe pray and intreat hi 
very often, moſt earncſtly 3 that he would ſend fo rhoſe Spaniſh de- 
ſtroycrs, out of the Land; and that he would puniſh them 'for their 
cruclties and inſolencics, by which they had diſtreſſed the chicfe Ci- 
tics of the Netherlands, But what doe they get (I pray you) by their 
intreaties? The King commends Rhoda, and teſtifierh , that his ſer- 
vice is very acceptable unto him; and promifcth unto him, and to- 
the reft 0 che Spanend; ſuch rewacds as their decds ſhould deſerue. 
From whence it manifeſtly appeareth ; that all things which fornajlljs 
ly hauc bcen ſpoken off, haue been firſt undertaken and attempted 
by the kings counſel and approbation. 

+ Yer when the King perceived that by this meanes nothing could 
be cffe&ed, and that the Netherlanders were aware of ſuch treache- 
ries, in ſuch manner , that they fariouſly prepared themſelues for 
warre: hethoughtitfitring to rake another courſe with them , and 
inſtead of the Lyons, purs on the Foxes sKinne and vffcreth them 
peace. The States very. faithfully accepted rhe Peace again » and 
thought not that other Serpents of Spaniſh perfiduouſneſs did lurk 
in that green grafle of peace. For this peace was maintained and 
Kept firm and ſure z and was afterward confirmed and ratified by 
the oath of [ohn of Axzftria, ( who preſently after came into the 
Countrey } and was ſo providently, and in fuch manner determi- 
red and limited by the States, that all the Netherlanders, at the ls 
laſt, ſeemed by theſe able and worthy good men , to be delivered: | 
And every one then wiped and watt off rhe teares of Civill warr 
from their cheeks. This was that pacification or Treaty of peace 
made at Gent, of the which now 1 wil ſpeak of, and relate unto 
you the deeds of this /oby of Auſtria, whom the Kingat that time, 
had ſent as a Goyernour, or chicfe Lord over the Nether/ands out of 
Spaim. 

F# the mean time let me intreat you,0 moſt peacefiel Princes, that you 
wilſhear me with a friendly and well-afte&ted minde , the ſequel 
hereof, like as you hauc heard me from tne beginning ; and funda- 
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+ Among oth: x Conditions, Lawes and Contracts of this peace, 
thts was one of the chickclt and weighticſt : That Don John ſhould, 
nofadmit any Spaniard or Peanger ,' vor any of them by whoſe, 
counſ-l ang ady:(c it was evidently known, thatthe Provinces were: 
brought intg, thatextreme {poil , into the Councel: Ang contra- 

rily, he called, and ſcat for them to h ms Kept them in h's Cone, 

and in his moſt lecxer chambers 3 Thar Baptiſts Taxis , a moſt nota», 
ble Spie, .and enemy of gur commoy affa'res , who a lttle bcfore, 


had ben Secretary unto Duke 4 Alva, who was not vnely adjoyned, 


"ſp privy Councel. but alſo was made andſet ever rhem. Belides 
TM onc Octavins Gonzago an fialian , as allo he teok unto himone 
Eſcoveds , a crafty Span h Fox, unto. whom he adjoyned certain 
N etherlanders. - But what Netherlangers 1 pray you? Thoſe. who 
partly had becnthe ſt reers up and, fayourers of fo. many, n-ſcries 5 
who were borh hated of their, native Countcey , and of all good 
mcn 3 viz. Barlemont, Megan, Hierge, Flejon, Hautepenny, Aſſonville, 
and other plagues of their Countrey,who haying ordaincd the Law 
of Lentulus,Cataline and Caſſins,cſtabliched the ſame w'th their coun-. 
ſels and dceds, viz. That 4llthoſe that by preſerving the Conmon-wealth 
Wowld be preſerucd, ſhouM be declared for enemice. 

By this counſel and advice, the Spaniards preſently,even at the be- 
ginning of th's peace, ſhould hauc turprizcd the Town of Geng, if 
the good and profitable counſel, and allo the valiant deeds of the 
States , had not hindred the ſame ; Four don lohnhimſcife could not 
refrain nor keep in his hatred and enmity any longer, which he bore 
to the Netherlaiuders, but had quickly forgot thet facred oath, which 
he had {worn, upon the Evaygeliſts, before the Biſhop of Shertogen- 
boſch, and the Popes Nmuxcins,or ſpiritual Embaſſadour, 

He pad prom{cd and ſworn 3 that he would ocal with all the 
fouldicrs inthe Netherlends, who were 15000, about their Arrearas 
gcs, £0 the cnd, that they rhecupon might be diſcharged ; like as in 
the agreement of the peace had been conclnded. And contrar:ly 
therunto , he promiſed the Souldiers,in the Kings behalfe, anew, ro 
hauc greater mcanes, honours,oflices and rewards ; and held a moſt 
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miſchievous counſel with Fronſberghen and Focker, Collonels of the 
Geiman ſouldiers 3 pait of whoſe wicked counſel he effected , and 
the :cſ{t being hindred by the States he could not effect, 

Bur yct to the end, that 3 ou may lee and know the ground of thiy 
Bulincile, I will in few words declare unto you how the matter fe!l 
eut: Four under theſe two cond tions or covenants, viz. in main- 
taining of the Romith Religion; and in yeelding lawful obedience 
to the King, did the whole Treat'e of the peace conſiſt. 

And when the States which had ſworn hereunto with an high 
Oath, then were they prefent'y admitted, that thoſe affaircs concer- 
ning the Land, which preſently in the beginning of the treaty of 
peace were begunne , but could not be concluded upon, that the 
ſhould be diipatched and concluded in the next ailembly of rhe 
States, 

But yct Don lohn, whoſe affection burned with a luſt and long- 
ing dclire, by ſome fecret and concealed practice to break the prace, 
and to begin the warre again, caſting all theſc cernd'itions and promi- 
{xs ar his hceles , madea way for thoſe complaints which Philip,and 
all the former Governours had uſcd as acluak to coyer all their in- 
tended wicked imaginat.ons againſt the Reipublick, viz. That the 
Hoellanders and Sealanders neg\ccted and deſpited theRomith Religi- 
@n ; and by that mcaacs the commandement of the King was neg- 
le&cd. 

Vpon this Anyyle did they hammer night and day ? they aſſailed 
the 5:atcs, and were exceeding troubleſome unto them, counſelling 
them that they alrogethcr ſhould beg'nne the warres,againſt Holland, 
Sealand, and the Prince of Orange, who was the moſt eminent Cham- 

ion againſt the unjuſt goyernment of the Spaniaras,w ho indced had 
#60 cxceeding benchcial to the whole Common-wealth, 

In this counſel Don ſobn had his eye upon theſe rwo objedts , 
wh ck ſhould be exceeding profitable and {erviceable ro further his 
intent ; that by their Civill warres, the ſubſtance and treaſure of the 
land might be exhauftcd , and they being weakned and bruyicd by 
their own warre, that then hec, with the more caſe and conven:.cncy 
might ſuppretle them together, | 

W heras he ſtil perſifting with theſe deſires and intreaties, beingas 
it were daſkrt againſt a Rock by a Tewpeft; The Stares antwered 
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hm; that it were beter and more profitable for the Common- 
wealth , Thar concerning all thoſe matters wheroft Don [obhn made 
his complaints,to haue them by a friendly compolation decided,and 
united, in th aflembly of the States 3 and if they could haue im- 
printcd or perſwaded him to haue beleeycd the ſame, we had neyer 
fallen into the miſ-ries of a Ciyil War, 

For what is more repugnant to the common good, and toall hu- 
wane Lawes and Iuſtice z then to try by warre, thoſe controvcrlies,; 
which may be decyd<d by Right and Realon. Archidamus (though 
no Chciſtan King, but of a itat-ly, honourable and provident Na- 
ton) ſud; That it Was unlawful to take Armes againſt thoſe, who 
were Wilhng to haue the matter tryed by Law. - When any injuric had 
been offercd to the Romancs themiclucs 3 rhey did not preſently 
beginne with warrcs : bur did firſt ſend Clarigatum, that 1s, they caus 
{cd theſe things that were ſtollen or taken away , to be more appa- 
rently and maniteſtly demanded again, | 

But how profitable, good, and wel-ordred is the cuſtome of the 
Common-wealthof the Yenetians, which I lately ſaw and obſerved; 
where they will not ſuffer that the principal Nobles themclues of 
that flouriſhing Common-wealth, ſhould contend, chide, or main- 
tain enmity among themlelues "for, or about other mens (mall and 
petty affaires, But they bring the lame into their Senate, or Coun- 
cel, and there they delire, pray, and admoniſh them, that they will 
remember, and be mindful, that they are all of them Saint Aarkes 
children ( whichname they haue given their Reipublick ) and that 
they are brethren, and Burgeſcs of fucha free and happy govern- 
ment, and that it was not belceming for them, for any particular bu- 


he. 


ſinclle, to cheriſh and fofter any private dillention or hatred , which © 
mizhr therafter proueto be more general, to the peril and danger of } 


thatReipnblick. | : 
Which cuftome aboue all other affaires ought to be uſcd in the 


affaires concerning the Land, and ought to be eſteemed of in all * 


wel-ordered Common- wealths. If this were ſo , we ſhould not {es 
one Citic {o againſt another (oftentimes in one Province or Reipub- 
lick ) or one Noble-man fo againſt another of rke contrary party , 
to threaten warre,murther, deftruction', burning and blaking, nor 
violence to allault cach other, : b- 
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Butnow to return to our former purpolc , in reſpe& that thers 
arc two forts of watres : the one with words by way of Iuflice 
the other with violence, The tuſt being proper ro men, the ſecond 
to unicalonable bealts. And that we mt neceflarily ayoide vio- 
lence, unlcſle the courſe of juſtice be denycd us. Therfore we muſt 
belceue that the States farre rather would haye decided thoſe cone 
troycifics, by the.r good and wholelome countels, by ceaten and 
conference; then ro make thern greater by warre and ſpilling the 
blond of the Citizens. Contiarily Don John complaineth of the 
States very publiquely: Hereproues and upbrcaids them all for Re- 
bels, and then dealcs with the High-dutch Souldiers no longer by 
lecrer dealing in the affa'rcs very prejudicial to the Common- wealth 
( with whom very cunn-ngly he had long time dealt with all ) bur 
then began he very publickly to: deal-with.them ; ſo that the: whols 
diſcevery of that buſineſle, by divers intercepted letters, was full 
come to the knowledg of the States, And many things they daily 
faw with their eyes, as fiift when he removed his Court and tamily, 
with his Councel-companions to Bergen in Henegow ( being a yery 

ftrong Town , and very hr for his conuratians. and complottipgs ) 
and commanded thar the {ame- ſhould be: provided -with a ſtrong 
Garriſon, , | 
Moreover, when as he furprized the Caſtle of A&ntwerpe by Tre- 
cheric, and did ſ{urprize thote wel provided and fortified Towucs 
of Nawenand Charlemont , and puta {trong guardinto them of his 
own {vuld es, thinking therafter by ticachkery,to haue taken im the 
Tewn of Bruſſels, Sv; thatalrcady the principal and chicfe Cit es 
and Tow ncs, by the great number of his Forts and Crtadels, were 
belcagred and opprelicd 3 and then he wholly began to {ct up him- 
ſelfc againſt the Keipublick 3 ardalto many.uther things were then 
done by his advitc and motion : wheras he acc@raing tO .his oath , 
ought to haue adviſed, that all thc {ouldiers ſhould hauc laid down 
their Armes, and preſently to-haue departedour of the Country, 
All which things appearing manit« ſtly ro the cyes of the Stites » 
who adjudged that thc lame tcndcs to the fubveriion of the Cem- 
mon-wealth;zthey thought chat they were bound continually to kecp 


-a ovo0d counſel-watch;neither did they rurn the!r cyes alide from the 


KReipublick, fron that time that he ſought to hauc all the gOVern= 
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went alone, unto whom they in all officioulnelle (nor bcing moved 
by any diſtcmperatuce of minde ) ſent as Embailadours unto him , 
Aſarolezs and Bruſus, charging them that they ſhould preſent and 
ſhew, their tul] performance, innocencie, and integrity, and jhould 
free rhem fiom all luſpicion anJ evil conceit, (the which they woſt 
ce:tainly knew , that he miſchicvouſly had ditlemblcd, ) that the 
faith that was given at Gent ſhould be renued: they ſhould alls Pi @- 
miſe, that the States ſhould make- diligent enquiric, ard cxe- 
cute {cycre puniſhment upon thole treacherous murtherers and 
conſpirators, who as he (aid ) laid wait for his life , and had 


conſpired againſt him; { making a ſhew and dillcmbling , as if 


to prevent the fame , he went to Namen:) They would aug- 


ment his Guard more then thole he had alrcady, to the mimber of 
thrce hundred compleat armed men, who ſhould be all of 
them Netherlanders , the which before that time was neyer offered 


to any Governour or Ruler, And yet with all thcſe ſupplicati- 
. ons and intrearies they cftected nothing; tor there was neither mo#» 
deſty nor reaſon to be found in Don /ohn. Nay, he could not bri- 
dle nor keep in his own evil arrogancie and audacious paſlion ; 
but declared the ſame ro AMMarollexs at the lame time of his Em- 
baſlage , boaſting himfelfe , that he now did wholly aflure 
himſclfe, and that hee doubted not, but that he had brought 
under the ſubjection of his wil and command, the Citic of eAnt- 
werpez that he had no lack neither of money nor men; that he 


now had all things in a readinefſe , for the furniſhin 
warre ; and that he with his word, would purchate unto 


k 


of a 


imlclfe 


a greater authority, power , command and government 3 then the 
States had prom.ſed and granted him in the pacification'of Gent ; 
and that it was his will, that theſe Emballadours ſhould re» 
pert all theſe things unto the States, for he would not conceale 
any thing from them that he knew to appertain to this his 


intent and wil. 


This matrer is undoubtedly ſure and certaine, 


and ſufficiently known before this , {o that here it is not needfull 
to proguce witneſſes, And although ir be a very miſcrable thing, 
notto be ableto deny, and very (i ameful rv be confef}; yet I thinke © 
verily that the Spanicrds them. lucs (although they be lefle ſhameleile + 
\ then a man would bclecue they are) cannot deny this at any time, 
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Don lohn had writtzn unto Tre-/onge, and to his other companions 
and fellow-workers of h's lecret trickes and conſpiracies , That hee 
had given asa Cymbrian ſpuile the wealth of the citizens of Ant- 
werpe, for aprey unto his {ſouldicrs. The ſouldiers ranged alrcady 
through the citie,as mortal en<mies, and forced the citizens to giug 
them whatſoever they liſted. Many of the principal citizens began to 
fly out of the Cirie, and as it were bani hed : by which meancs the 
trafhque and trading of the Marchants by ſhipping, began ro ceale, 

And although there were great and manifeſt tokens of their malig- 
nant enmity; yt neverthelcts the States d'd beare all this very mode- 
ratly and modeſtly,and indeed would hauc born yet muca more, if 
that mortall and pitriful project which Doz lohn intended, had not 
been diſcovered and made manifeſt as the day; even as if a man at 
the firlt tight ſcemed to percciue fome liuelefle end infcniible crea» 
ture, and afterwards by more certain and ſure {1gnes and tokens, be- 
ginncth to think of what,qualitie that was whereof he doubted ; cx 
yen {o the States did allo very calily underſtand, by all thoſe things 

wh'ch they had ſcene, that this prince did cheriſhin his mind and 
counlſels,an hatred tending to the ruine of the common- wealth: but 
- of what qualitie that he Was,and how farre he would extend himſelf 
ov:r the reipublick, that they moſt evidently diſcerned and diſtin- 

guithed thereafter, both our of his owne, and by letters from others, 

For there were many letters intercepted in Galconie, viz. Two of 
Don Iohns, written by himlelfe unto the King, and other from him 

written to Anthonie Perez the chirfe of the Kings Councell ; More- 
over fiue letters from Eſcovedo ro. the King, out of which the States 
might aflurcedly underſtand,that there were fed and bred monſters, 

and ſtrange impoſtures;that priyar con{piracics were there practiſed; 

thatthere was great diflention m.ngled among the Cities and the 

| Nobilicie of the Netherlands; and by what mcanes the ſame was ef- 

fected; and how fit and {erviceable it was that tyrany ard the Inqui- 

firion,according to that firm reſolution of the Spaniards, ſhould be 

brought in & eſtabliſhed; and to that cnd {oldiers,arms,and all wats 

lick preparation very carneſtly was required for the king, 

Contlider and underſtand, luſtrious Princes, the ſecret and privie 
conſpiracies of this man : Heare tae words wh'ch this man uſcth in 
his lctte:s written to the King, which (as I fayd þcfore) were inter- 
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cepted. In regard that this bed:e layth he) fo anhealthful,that it cah- | 
not be cured any otherwiſe,vut by the cutting off of the unſound members, | 
Fu wHft now careſully obſerne this 8ccaſ:on which 1s preſented. And Eſ- 
cov:do adds the: unto the reſt very amply,as a ge od interpictei of his ? 
meauing, who might very wel writc that W Fich Don lohn himiclfe © 


would not giue to undcritand, This Eſcovedo was the right minion 


and ſervant of Augacitic and Trecheric, whom I think by reaton of * 


kis nature and wanners, was namcd Eſcovede; becaule that he kncw * 


- by his dece't ro bring. ke miſcrablc Netherlanders into his ner, | 


He wrot that unto the Kino which Don lob would haue him to © 


write, viz. T hat it poſſibly could not be, that the Netherlanders [bowld bee 


brought under the pure and perfett obedrence and will of the King, wnleſſe | 


that firſt they were tamed and conſtrained therennto with fire and ſword, 
That therefore both men and armes were very needfwull, and that the ſamg 
wlft be effetted by warre. By the which as a oo architecture of the 

,that the crucltic and ri- 
gour which Alva and Requiſenius had abutcd, muſt not continually 


be put in practile, bur that the Netherlanders wuſt bc enſnared by a * 


ome deceit and hypocrigze, Like as in Navigation,it is a poynt of 
now ledge to {ce betore hand the ſtorme, that although men can- 


- Not attaine the haven, yet ( if altering the courſe) you. may attaine 


thereinto,then it is a fovuliſh deed to keep that coule which before 
was taken with great perill and danger,rather then that you altering 
the ſame, might atrainc to thewiſhed for haven. For fo was his opt- 
nion, that the frit raging and madncile of the Spaniards muſt bee 
ſomewhat mollihed, and now muſt goe to worke with difien:bled 
faith and promiles. That Don John who had an incred. ble nzodera- 
rion,and an indifferent minde bctwixt Amb'tioen and Crueltic ,wight 
very fortunately cffe&t the ſame, Fic adviſed by his owne ane his 
maſters counſe]||, that England ſkould be firit lurpriſcd and conque- 


.red by warre,and then it would be very calie to {urprize the Nethcr= 
J 


landith PreV/11CCs, 


In thoſc letters which Don John {cnt unto Anthonie Perez his (pes | 


ciall. friend; He gaue him to underſtand that he was of {uch a naturg 
and gondition, that he could not live ſtil in idlenctlc, nor could as 
way with the lawes of pcacc; and that his mind & conlcience could 
n0t indure that he ſhould wholly ſubmit himiclte to the privileges 
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ht > and lawes of the Nethcrlanders , but that he farre rather by force of i | 

rs, ©, Acmes would obtaineand cftc& for the king,a whole, abſolute, and [2 . 
ſ- > unlimited government over the Nethetlands. * 

is > And it now you do not l{ufhiciently ſec and perceiue,that Don lohn | | $ 
fe | firlt broke the pacification of Gent, where the ſame by ſo many and 4S 

> F cleare prootes duthappeare. Then remember (by the cternal God) L'| s 
of ® remember, I tay, what reaſons he uſed ro the Embatladors of our | 

w | Statcsat Marche and Famines, when he (aid, that he would keepe 


T, | the contracts and conditions of peace {o long, until that covenant 
o * which was b<gun, ſhould repent h'\m, that is, untill he by his ſweet | 
ee | entilings,and hypocritical lenitie, having rockt the States alleepe, at 


ſe © the laſt might deltroy themzand withthem fuppretle the whole Rei- 4 ; 

d. publick. Forafterthe death of /obn, Philip ihewed very manifeſtly .- is 

% thatthartſame invery deed ſhould haue b<falne us, like as he at AZe- ' wi. 

1 chilenby the Lord of Selles certified and gaue them to underſtand, "4 il 
1- - rthathe would break the lawes of the peace , and that he no longer 4/1 


ly would be bound to keepe them But I pray you for what occaſion? 
a * - wasit for neglecting the Romith Religion? Alluredly it had never 
ff been more uſed nor reverenced with the like deyorion, care, and | 
t- diligence,nor neyer was the zeale of our people fo greatly affected þ 
e  thereunto asthen. The Biſhops of the Churches were then recei- _— 


'e - ved;the Schooles and Colleges were partly inſtituted, partly renew= | 
g. ' edand augmented. Finally, there was not any thing omitted that / "it 
t-  ſcrycd forthe maintaining of the cuſtomes and ceremonies . of tho . | 
'® Romithh Church. So thatour Netherland might wel haue compa- | 
d red,matched and ſtroyen with Italy and with Rome tha chicfe far CY: , 
- and Mewopolitane of thatRe<ligion. The which the Popes nn, = 
if | (or fpirituall Emballadour) who in his bchalte was {cnt unto us,ſhal 'F k 
Ss noptdenythe lame, For he writing himlelfe unto the "_ CONCEr- pl 
” 1ing ris, (ayth, that he did-much admir® and was therefore excce- * L 
- ding joyful, that thoſe preſcriptions and duties (or {ervices) of the i 
 RomiſhChurch, were excecding well maintained by the Nether= +1þ 
" landers in great deyotion and pictte.  BEts : ; 2if 
P How and after what manner the affections, wils,and deyotions of gn; 
* all out States, and of all the Nctherlanders were aftected ro the i 
L king, I nced not to make repetition 3 neither is it needfnl to proucy ; 
1 that they delightcd or loyed any thing ſo much asto fulkl the Kings y 
1. Se : com: 
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commands, and to ſhew obedience thereumo. The Trophes,Py- 
ramedcs and Pageants which ware made and p:epared 10 lumptuous 
and coſtly ro the honor, and at the entrance of /ohn,car t«ſtitic this, 
How did all the Noblcs with ſuch exceeding joy, Wiſhing him goud 
luck, recciuve hira ? How dd all the peoplc with great mirth and re- 


joycings receine him 2 What bankers and {umptuous feaſts at the * 


hands charge, were then with much delight made for joy thercof, 
that this peace was made and concluded? And what great triumphs 
all the Netherlanders made and demonſtrated upon all their Thea- 
ters when this peace was made, is yet teftihed by all the inhabirng 
ſtrangers, who were thereat exceedingly droyen to admiration, yea 
wereeven altoniſhcd. 

It was no otherwiſe then, but as if the Netherlanders had then 
found the beginning and principles of a wel-governcd Common- 
wealth in the perſon of this*thcir Chiefe, or Governor. Yea, thou 
thy ſclfe /ohn, if thou wilt but enter into thine owne heart and cons 
{cience,ſhalt not be able to deny the ſame, That the Netherlanderg 
did fully keep and obſerue all the contracts and conditions of the 
peace, which they were bound to. keepzand never denied obedicnee 
tnto the commandement of the king, if they /were not more yile 
then the command<ments of /1anlyz, if they did nut too toe much 
eppugne the lawes and priviledges, 

But to the end that I may produce one inſtance which farre cx- 
ceeds all mens admiration; and which hall peitcct this our diſputa- 
tion: you muſt for a certaintic acknowledge, that the ſtates had uns 
deritaken with force of Armes to have forced the Hellinders and 
Zealand:rs to 'haue done thole things which you moſt detired, 
Which was the induct 0n,and as it were the ground-work of your 
acculations and complaints, if in cafc they by right, reaton,and con- 
ference,could not be brought thereunto ; which things you altoge- 
ther {corned and 1cjected, and to the end that this one pretext, this 
onely pretencemight remaine for matter for your faifec accuſations 
And that this might be ajuſt occaſion for your conjurations : yct 
this occalion was not ſufhcjent thereunto, neither could it be ſufh- 
cient enough, in regard the (ame is manifeſtly known unto all mn, 
not onely to Netherlanders, butalſo to all ſtrangers, who cither ſaw 
ihe wholc bylincile as it was carried, or clic hays heard the fame re- 

ported, 


-_ 


ET Tn On_— ES 


repo! 
facd, 
ef th 
man 
11 th 
Ing tc 
tiibu 
Gons 
and { 
taine 
men, 
my ( 
thar « 
I 'o 
COUT 
one! 

Y 
rage, 
tude 
now 


King 


L vc 
your 
your 
the a 
yet i1 
T hat 
ly wa 
of th 
you | 
firft » 
dcliv 
ell Li 

cen 
farre 


all k1 


Jaw c: 


of. the Netherlandiſh War re. T 


reported ; That the Hol/anders and Zealanders have alwaycs entertai- 
acd, received,and accompliſted the preeepts and commandcments 
ef the King, no orhcrwile then if they had becn the Oracles or com- 
mandements of God : That they never were carelefle nor negligent 
in their offices or duties which by the law,uf Nature they were ow- 
ing to their Prince, Yet this I wil freely coutelle, (which I will at- 
tiibure and cunſccrate to their immortal and moſt high commenda- 
Gons) that the Hollanders and Zealenders were the fuſt counſellors, 
and ſhewcd the way firſt to the other Provinces,to free and to main- 
taine the common liberty. For I wil at the laſt, O you moſt provider 
men, yous moſt mightie States of Holland and Zealand, conve1t and turn 
my {pecch and oration from thoſe wicked and horrible dealings of 
that diſhenorable man; to your vertucs, valours,and abilities. Should 
I fo fleightly palle by the woithineſle and valiant deeds, and manly 
courage, whercof every mans mouth is full ; ana for which eycry 
one !o h-ghly commendeth, loverh,and honoreth you for. 

You haue cycrmore with a yaliant, conſtant and perſevering cou- 
rage, reſiſted and rejected that moſt intolerable and moſt cruel (ervi- 
tude and thraldoeme of the Inquiſition, or Faith-prefle, And if they 
now ſay, that the authoritie, reſpect and commandement of the 


King conliſted therein 3 and that you in reſpect the. cof, would not 


g'uc way,nor be obedicr.tunto the ſame; wherein indeed conhifteth 
your glory, and whereof you may jukly boaſt ; Yer you confelle, to 
your great commendat on,that you haue given thee occations unts 
the accuſations of Don [ohn : That you, being free from all faults, 
yet in this you are and will be faultic. And herein you may boaſt, 
Thar you with an cſpeciall providence and w:iſcdome, haue careful- 
ly watched and Kept your clues, fo that at no time, neither by any 
of theſe, not any other Spaniſh trecheries, peruries,tricks,or traps, 
you hauc b-en couloned, debaucht,nor inſnarcd : that you were the 
firft which were flamed with a {ingular conſtancic and courage, to 
dcliver the Reipublick from the grieyous yoke of tyranny and ciu- 
ell gOVCrnMENT, That you with the toarch of your libertic, houe 
been alight to enlighten all the other Provinces. And that you had 
farrerather,by thcf- long-during warres, be ſpent, dyc, and indure 
all Finds of wiſ-rieand advcriitic : then to forſake your cuſtomes, 


lawes and privileges, I belcech the Lord God, by whole encly con- 
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duct,prace and afſiſtance,you have atchieved (uch admirable things, 
that you may proſperoutly continue & perſ.vere therin from hence- 
forth perpctuaity, Now wil I turne me againe unto that from which 
I haue digreſled, and recommend unto your judgment and a1 bittre= 
ment, O Chriſtian Princes,all what I haue ſpoken of the deeds of 
Don lslhn. Take notice, iudge,and {peak what you think thercof, 
Conſidering that of all the States parts , there is nothing omitted, 
w hich by the law and contract they had promiſed to doe : and con- 
trarily tor Dex Johns part,of the ten parts of the agreement or com- 


olition, which wholly he ought to haue pertormed, he hath not | 


dilcharged any one poynt thereof wel nor honeſtly as hee otght, 


And hireby you may fee, with what juſtice and equitie we unde: rook * 
this buſincile, and how we (having undertaken the famc) hauc dcalt | 


and procecded therein. : 
For when the Statcs perccived,thar all thcir hope and truſt for the 


ceaſhiering of thole great numbers of the Germane ſouldiers was fru- © 


Rrate, and thatthcy were laid in the cities, townes, and mouthcs of 


the fronticr garrifons, and that they Kept NVamen & Charlement,be- © 
ing Citics and Caſtles that were very well provided; to the end © 


t.at Don John that way, might recciue ani bring into the Ne- 


5 


therlands that great armie which hee had delircd of the King ' 


in his Ictzers 3 and morcoyer they perceiving that the hate and enyy 
of all the ſouldicrs was turned upon them, and that they with an ex- 
ceeding greedy deſire longed for the pilaging of the preteſt Cities, 
And thart they attended onely bur for the leaſt ſigne and token of 
their Prince,to haue falne ravenouſly and furioutly,as raging beaſts, 
and to haue ccized upou the liues, goods, and meanes of the Ne- 
therlanders. That Don /ohn himſclte , and other naughtie people 
daily rhrearned the ruine and ſubverſion of our native conntrey, 
That they by the demonſtrations, hand-w riting<, mouthes and letters 
of their contederats, were themſclues convinced. That they all had a» 

reed to {et the Cities and rowns on fire, and to hauc {lain al the No- 

les and chicfe of the Citizens, to have deſtroyed the Netherlands, 


and to hauc rooted out the Reipublick, Who is he thcn that would * 


*. 


nut be awaked and ſtirred up for the defence and picterv;t on of : 


the common good 2? Whois he that with pood couniel would not 


prevext the trecherics of John : Who would be fo unprovident, and 
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ſuch a coward, that would not defend and maintaine his ewne life 
with wcapons and warre? Afluredly reaſon hath raught the learned; 
necc{litic the Barbarians; cuſtome the heathens ; and nature it (clfe 
the unrealonable beaſts , ro repel violence with violence, even to 
the'r wttci molt abilitie. 
You your ſ{clues, O great and gracious Princes, which poſleile 

kingdowss freely and in proſperitic ; may calily know and under- 
ftand this; and know alſo thateven ſo ir muſt be done. But what do 
I fay,that you muſt know it? All the Spaniards vur enemies do know 
It,and will treely confefle the f.me. For they demontitrate it in their 
deeds, that the fame hath been juſt, and is ſo yet. For confiderin 
that: ric Caſtellanws (being a baftard) and the great Giand- fa- 
ther of King Philip, did expel Peter his lawfull brother and right 
heirc,out ot the Kkingdome, bccaule he ſeemed to ule tyrannical dea- 
ling : and becauſe he (cemed to dominiere contrary to the lawes and 
cuttomes of his kingdome; And, that King Philip upon the {ame 
conditions that he inherited Spaine, did inherit the Netherlauds, : 
(viz. that he ſhould maintaine and religiouſly obſerve the lawes and 
cuſtomes.) Wherefore then may not we, as the Spaniards did rej<& 
Peter,even as wel reject Philip (who opprelteth his ſubjects with an 
unjuſt and unlawtu} government) and expe] him with oar armes for 
ever out of our Provinces. 

Bur I feare, O Princes, that 1 haue too much abuſed your pat'ence, 
and that my oration ſeemeth to have run ſuch acouſc, that I necd 
not adde any thing more thereunto. YetlI intrear your leaue , that 
you be plcatcd to {uſer me,though very briefly ro continue in that 
which Philip lought to cc after the goycrnment of lohn,by the 
deceit of an hypocritical and difſembled peace; to the end that you 
may clearly (ce and perceiue, wherforc that we, ſo long as the world 
ſands, may neyer make any peace with Philip, butrnow and for ever 
without ccaſing,are bound to warre againſt him. The very name of 

cace (I confelle) is exceeding {weet, a peace that is good & ſound: 
Kh between peace and that bondage which is cloaked,coycred,and 
falſly folded vp in a concealed peace, is indeed a very great difte- 
rence, Peace is aſtil and quiet liberrie : but thar bondage,or all man- 
ner of feare thereof, is the extreame of all eyils and miichieues. Such 


was the peace, (if a-man may call that peace) which induced, or ra- 
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ther (educed the Netherlanders even unto Collen, 

When as the States by their Emballadours and letters, unto you 
ard your predeceliors, O all you Princes of Chriſtendome, had againg 
intreated; that you by your autho1i:i-s, reſpect, and exhortations, 
ſhould ratifie, cliabliſh, confirme, and look unto that peace which 
Philip after a new couſening manncr 'thould make, that the awe 
ſhould not be deccirful : Like as he certainely and moft waliciouſly 
by his deceit over-threw the ſame. For the Spaniards then made 
no delay , but preſently brought in new diflentious into Artois and 
Henegowe , Cauling them to fall away from the other Provinces, 0- 
ver the which they even unto this prefcnt haue dom niered. Af- 
terwards by force of Armes, violently they ſurpriſed Maſtricht, 
and morcover and aboue they , paitly by violence, and partly by 
orcat promiſes, hauc ſoughrro get into their power many cther cit cs 
and provinces. | | 

And finally is that Vi:ſe-like-wit Alexander Farneſus Duke of 
Purma,brought out of 7tahe, who like unto a moſt crattic and cun- 
ning bird-catcher,with the ſong of his len tie,and promiſes of grear 
rewards,in{nared and captivated all the Citics and Townes uf Bra- 

bant and Flaunders. | 

Of this Prince I could ſay very much, which I am conſtrained to 
omit: Yet this one matter I cannot palle by in filence ; Thay, al- 
though in the time of his government he eftected many things very 

reat and eminent for Philip, yer could hee nor eſcape of being 
Fulpeated as if hee would. haue undermined the King inthe g0- 
vernment, becauſe that through his gentleneſle, lenitic and ami- 
tic; he had drawne unto him the affections of all the Netherlan- 
ders , and that he alſo ſeemed perſpicuouſly to haue looked into, 
and alſo to beare a hatred to the wickednelle and fraudulent trea- 
Cheries and deccites of the Spaniards. Therefore Philip gaus 
him fwnges, or Toads-bread to cate , which eygrippina had ſo 
commended to the Emperour , to the end that by the power and 
epcration thereof, he might bc admitted,counted and received into 
the number ef the gods, 

But I pray you, what was that at laſt for a peace, which as a Co- 
tmct or brigut ſhining ſtarre, ſhined unto us out of the firmament of 
the Spaniſh trecheries unto which the Duke of Parma counſclled 
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es, at whattime the Arch-cnemy ſtood , as it were,over orr heads, 
and that rhe incredible great Spaniſh Fleer filled and covered the 
great Occan or main Sea ? A Flect which was ſo terrible ro behold, 
that I can hardly judge , whcther the Fleet that Xerxs had , 
which coycred the Sea called Aſare Ponticums had a greater number 
of Shippes, mage Souldiers , - or greater warlike preparation, 
With this Fleer Phillip had thought totally ro hauc ſcpprefied us: 
who were at that time raviſhed,, as it were, with that pleaſant 
and dclightful ſound of peace. Yer when this Fleet , by the onely 
ower of the Almighty God , was wonderfully diftioyed and 
wheS to naught ; then preſently by the Emperours Embaſia- 
dours he offered theſe Provinces a new Treatic of Pcace, to the 
end, that he therby might tranſport all his Army ard power of 
warre out of the Netherlands into France. The treacherics which 
many ycares before he had plotted againſt that Kingdom , beganne 
then to hauc a wonderful good progreſſion : For his natural! kin{- 
man Henry being made away by paracide, ( or his wurthering of @ 
kinſran , ) and the ſtate of all that kingdome , being utterly ccn- 
fuſed with Civill warrc 3 then the matter, and the prefcnt occaſion 
required, that he with Armes and a mighty Hoaſt, ſtould pro- 
ſecure his deſigne , in that flouriſhing avd famous great Kingdom 
of France, which Kingdom he by v:olence having taken inand 
conquered, he might therafter , without any trouble ar all , hauc 
ſubjugated thoſe Netherlandiih Provinces , and all the other King- 
domes of Chriſtendom. 
| What? Is ityetlawful for me, or may I yer ſpeak any more of 
Arrereges, or reſidue of the dangers of this Reipublick ? Yes, it is 
lawful tur me, and it ſhal be lawtul for me alwaies to ſtand for the 
dignity of my natiue Country, and to confclle the truth. Like as 
al good Or:tors, or cloquent (ſpeakers, doe ever Keep ſome of their 
moſt forcible and ponderous Arguments te the laſt. And like as ex- 
perienced Generals uſe to place their beſt ſouldiers in the laſt rankes; 
even ſo Phillip in theſe latrer yeares preſented a peace unto theſe Ne- 
therlands , which ſhould be adorned and confirmed with notable 
fidelity 3 the whole foundation and chicfe ground work therof,, 
lay and conliſted in the yertnes, mercy,cndeyours, diligence, and in 
the louc of the Arch-duke Erneftus his ſiſters ſonne 3 who, aſter the 
- x [ Ky Duke 
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Duke of Parma, was placed in the government of theſe Provinces: 
He prumiſed theſe Proyinces a PEACE 3 NOL {uch a peace as ſhould by 
lim ted with any gricvous or heayy conditions and contracts, like ag 
the former was; but ſuch a peace as they themlſclues would wiſh or 
deſire. In the mean time Phillip {cnt his great and huge Armies into 
Francs.and his ſecret muztherers into Holland, to haue wurthered the 
Illuftcious Prince Mawruts, Earle of Naſſow , a famous and nota- 
ble imitator of the vertucs and valour of his father, and a Gingular 
defender of ovr Liberty 3 and by ſuch an odiuus and trecherous 
villainy, to haue made him away 3 like as they, buta little before, by 
a moſt cruel and trecherous hand , had murthered kis moſt wouthy 
and valiant father, the Prince of Orange. 

And finally Phillip concluded many more miſchieyous, and more 
wicked purpoſes againſt rhele Provinces, then ever before he could 
haue bethought himſelfe of. I doe not (peak any thing unadyiſcdly, 
9 Princes , but that which thouſands behdes me of good r« putati- 
on, can reſtific in faith and yerity, and that which Phillips own let- 
ters doe make good. 

What then? Meancth the King of Spain , that our States by atly 
propolitions of peace , can bediyeited from their cntcrpriles and 
deligpnments ? Doth henot yet know and underftand,, thatall our 
altcctions are ſo obdurate and hardnee , that we Wil far rather yeeld 
and giue placeto Armes and Warre, then to any kind of new inyen- 
ted pcace-treacheries , afrer what manner ſoever the ſame might be 
propounded ? Or, thinketh he pcradyenture, that the affections of © pu 


Cur States every day , Jye open to his dcfire and appetite ? What? 1s yo 

he yer ignorant, that the counſcls of all our people, with a general th: 

conſent and uniformity of voices,arelong agoe unired and knit faſt kr 

| together in this point; and that they wil tarre rather honourably im th 
7 warre and Armes live and die, for their Lawes , and for theirng= ® ©” 
r'ue Country ; then from henceforth ſhamefully ro ſinke or quaile, 7 PE 

under his treacheries and deceits > What, docl ay linke or quaile 2 * & 

Nay, to come into the cxtremct evils of Tyranniez to be bound wy 

with untolerable and inhumanebonds of ſlavery, and to berecko» * of 

ned and accounted among thoſe ſlaues that arc bought and fold. * of 

We hauc piepared, made ready and ſharpened , a perpetual andan © © 

eycrlaſting warre and Acmes againſt him; we neither hauc, por may Þ de 

caſt * 
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calt our cies upon. any other peace, then upon {ich a peace as !s 
grounded, confirmed , and may be maintained with force and 
A1mes. 

Bur in regard that a little bcfore I beganne to ſpeak of France , 
and to proue that our warre partly was joyned with that ſame; ther- 
fore I will procced to adde fome other matters herennto , by the 
which you may cviicntly ſce and perceiue , how many treachciies , 
traps and deceits that Phillip hath laid for them. 

He hath a long rime lince, as you know, 0 Prince, laboured and 
endcyourecd to atlail France, with all the yiolence and force of his 
warrc ; to the end that he þy the occaſion of the Civil d'f{entious 
inFrance , might eftect ſo much by his warres and charges: that if he 
could not fwallow and devoure the whole Kingdom 3; yet that at 
the leaſt he might geta great part therof, For he had made his ful 
reckoning and account beiorchand , by preparing of that cruel 
Flect, that both France and England had been a prey unto their ene= 
m'es: Wheras thoſe goed Princes, notwithſtanding had noth'ng at 
all cndawaged him , neither was he by any injuftice provoked tro 
that warre : nnlefle peradycnture it be, that he thoughrth's occalion 
ſathcient ; that the dove , arthe wil and delire of Philhp had ex- 
cemmunicarted thofe two flouriſhing Kingdoms, for thcir exctCiling 
and miniftery of the Reformed Religion 3 who for the ext'rpation 
and eradication of thatReligion ; Phillip as a Caro mwjor, with the 
puitlance of the Romiſh Cenſores { or correction maſt:rs) uſerh 
to haue regard unto all the Kings and people of the earth, and 
therfore to correct and puniſh them , which is indeed a matter 
known unto you all ; for which no man can ſufkciently wonder ar 
the ſhamefulncfle thereof, and might now neither be paſted by nor 
omitted. And that Phillip in theſe warres of France dcalt moſt car- 
neſtly, and with the greateſt diligence and alacrity, with the Duke of 
Fers, and other Spaniards of the League , whom he as compani- 
ons, had aſſiſted in that warre, to hane etranged the Right and Title 
of the Crown of France, not onely frem the fucceſlion or deſcent 
of rhe Kings bloud and kinred , bur eyen fromall Frenchmen, and 
to hanc drawn the ſame to Sparn. ; 

Thcſe things are ſo certain, 0 Princes, that there is no man which 


doubteth of the truth hereof. But to whatcud doe Ibcing thele 
into 
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into your Remembrances; Whart is this ty mainttin the purpoſe} 
hauc in hand ; For this end ut ſerveth ; therby to proue how exceed- 
ing orcat the amb tion is of this moſt cruel Tyrant 3 aud to the end 
you may perceiue and ſee how greatly, not onely we, bur cyen all 
of you together , muſt keep good watch and look unto it, For 
like as the nature of the Vine,is to cxtend the branches, as the armes 
therof farre and wide, and therwith embraceth and laycth hold 
upon cycry thing that is neer it, if itbe not _ and pruned: Even 
ſo ſhal Phillip , if you doe not all at once make reliſtance , atthe 
laſt d:ſtroy and deyoutc all Chriſtendom, with moſt cruel and bloy- 
dy Warre. 

Moreover, he by his Bribery , and ſecret conſpiracy had latcly 
effetcd ſo much in Scetland, that ſome of the chicfe of that King- 
dom, ſhould haue received and taken in rwenty thouſand Spaniatds, 
if they had rot been puniſhed (after the matter was known and rc= 
vealed ) according as their treaſon delferyed. I necd not to think 
with my ſclfc, that I can ſufficiently expreſle with words, what trea- 
ſons, what perils, what dangers, he, ſo oftentimes hath attempted 
againſt the Queen and an 6m of England, Can ambition and 
violence procced yetany further 2 Yes truely. For the like trea- 
chcries practilcd hea little before againſt the Principall.ty of Collen, 
the Dukedomes of Gelders, Gulich, Cleane ; the County of Berghe, 
and that ancient Empciial Town of Aken: All which is moſt mani- 
fcſtly and appa.antly known by good Teltimonic, and by his own 
lettirs. Aud who knoweth in what lurking hole and corner of hi- 

ocrilic and diſhimulation, he hideth and ſheltreth his moſt mortal 
Lane cgaiaf che moſt mighty Piinces of 7:aly ; whom ( as ſo01as 
the wind of the firſt opoitun'ty ſhal blow ) very ſuddenly , ſhal be 
turncd into coalcs and aſhes, by his unquenchable and fearful grear 
flamcs of warie. 

Dec ye not yet {ce and percciue —_—_ o Princes , what treache- 
rics and dcce'ts that Phillip prepareth , for your moſt happy King- 
domes and Proy;nces, which are your patrimony ? Gonlidering 
there is no man {o blind nor ſenſclefle, who feeth nor 3 and unger- 
ftandeth not thar the ambition of Phillip never reftcrh , bur daily 
draweth him from land to land, and raifſcth a new warre vut of war; 
So thathe by warres, {inne, miſchiefs , and mcer villanous deceirs 
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ind treacherics, under the p:ctence of a ſeeming-peace , &ckcth x 
ecjc& and derrude cycry one of you from the tat of your Gove.ns 
went, For this his defire is uyfatiable and immoderate, and cannur 
be included nor ſhur up, neither in Heaven nor in Earth. If that 
all Phillips Kingdows which he uſeth commonly in that long train 
or taile of his molt proud Titles and Termes of honour were pur 
or laid inty one of the Scales of Critolas ballance, and in the _ 
ſcoale h s Ambition or greedy acliue of Honour 3 all his Kingdoms 
would ſcarcely weigh the quantity of one grain, in comparilon of 
his Ambit:on, 

eAlexander the Great looked abuurt for more worlds, when he 
had conquercd the whole world z bur Philip would, if he could, 
with the Gvants allault the heavens. And therefore, 9 Princes, and 
you woſft peacefu! Princes , I intrcat you, and I would admoniih 
you, that you judge nv more of the occaſionand lawfulneſlc of our 
warrc ; butin your judgments and opinions to hold it for good : 
and I cxhort you moſt carneſtly apain and againe , that you by alt 
mcancs, both in your underſtandings, and with all your powers , 
wil take hed of the t eachcrics,iobberics,and m-{chicyous practiſes 
of Phulbps dece ts, 

In formei t. mes, when as the Athenians, partly with warre, and 
pa;tly with deccits andtreacher es , {ought ro get unto themlelues 
Ccrta!1 neer adjacent placcs, as the Cities of Syracuſe, La.edemon, 
Acj/ena. and Catina : they by their immoderate Ambion , and dce 
fice of others Rights, erew {chan hatred upon their own heads , 
that Darius the moſt mighty King of Perſia, with the whole Coun- 
iy of Grecia, voluntaiily undertook and profecutcd warre againſt 


them, unto wich cvery man 1an and hafted , as to quencha' pub-, 


lick flame. Butyou, 0 moſt wiiuſtrious Princes , ought long agoe to 

hauc expelle« Phillip ( with your conjoyned forces fiom youu, and 

f:om your proſperous States } tnat {ecketh cont nuaily your liues 

and Kingdems , by moſt unjuſt warre, aud by moſt wicked cntr- 
rites. 

: And it concernes, and is fitting, not onely for you, who for a 

Jong time ſince, haue been provoked, {purred, and ſt.rred up ther- 


ate, by the n any injuries and ambition of Philip, butcyen you 


alrogether, who iceand peiceiue, that he incroachcia wit. violence 
upon 
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upon the limitsof your neighbours; and with an cafie and flow 
pace creepeth and incroacheth tuwards your Countries. It ftand- 
eth you upon in time to look unto itz to the end, that your yeigh- 
bouring Countries , being conquered and brought under his flaye- 
ry and bondage ; Tyrannic, when you leaſt think upon it, doe not 
incroach upon you. 

When as Phullip of Macedon, the father of Alexander the Grear, 
after the bartel with the Tribaldes, had entertained a lon g diilembling 
warre againſt the Athenians, the Thebeaxs allembled them(clues for 
this occalion; fearing, leſt when the Athenians had been conquered, 
the fire of rheir neighbouring-warre might haue flown unto them. 
Andal:ttlc before, there being a confederacic made betwixt two of 


the mightieſt Cities z who, betore had bcen at extreme enmiry with 


each other, terrified therby , and by their Emballadours , all the Þ 


Conntry of Grecia: cſtceming it {o ,. that a common enemy ought 
and muſt be repelled with common force ; io that if the fiſt inva- 
ſion of Phillip of Macedon, had had good fucccile; he would nor 
haue held up, nor reſted until he had conquered and ſubjugated rhe 
whole country of Grecia. The Romances in former time , perceiving 
that the power of the Carthaginians increaſed and grew great, they 
had ancipecial care that the Carthagenians ſhould not grow {uv great 
' as to oyer-maſter them : And for that end they {cnt their ſouldiers 


to relicue the Mamertines from the beleagring , and tv rclicue Spain © 


from the ſervitude of the Africancs. : 
Although that the Yenetians are not very lightly incited to warre, 
bur when the marter of necellity conſtrayncth them: Yet they never 


refulcd to ſend their warlike power for the fuccour of others that © 


were under them , when they perceived that their neighbours con- 
tended with cach other, with an unreaſonable and an immoderat 
violentambirion. : 


Theſe, and the like, even to an innumerable examples ( or fore- © 
deeds ) doe teach you, how carefully you muſt take heed of that * 


moſt peſtilent evil, of the Spaniih ambition; and doe ſhew ; or 
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proue, that it is a righteousand juſt cauſe, that evenall of you with | 


one conſent with us, pRoeny a warre againſt that Tyrant. 


For our States doe know, that the occaſion of rheir warre againſt * 
Phulip , is not onely cxcecding juſtand righteous, and cycr was: | 
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but alſo, that they ar-no time,now nor never, may ceaſe their warte, 
that they may maKe no peace with Phillip, but alwaies muſt maint»in 
war:c againſt that Tyrant. For we arc taught by our friends,how we 
wult take heed of our enemies: For if Phillip dee gape and long 
{o carneſtly, and with ſuch diligence for your K,ngdo 1s; | ke as 
you {ce he daily doth: how theu ival we {peed ? For aliured y he wil 
never lay aſide Armes before that hc hath fubjugated ali te Nether 
lands under him, becaulc it is a Countrey lo ht for his purpole; 
who, out of them may attewpt many entre! priles up on your King- 
doms, and daily may beginne to raile new warics againſt you , and 
draw out of them Souldicrs, Armes,andall manncr of warlike pru- 
viſion ag inſt your adjacent Countcies. And thertore he would farce 
rather cali tac greateſt pair of Chriſtendome tor a prey to the Tak: 3 
then to calc thele watres. | 

At the Jaſt Parlemcot in Germany , he would not conſent to fu» 
niſh the Emperor with any {@uldicrs,nor afliftance againſt the Tarkez 
and the My was, bccaulc he mightthe bctter vex Chriſtendom 
with warre. | 

Doe ye yet doubt of this , 8 yee Princ#s , which you your ſ{clucs 
hauc ſccn , that Plullip in the beginn.ng of our Civil Commotions, 
had far rather looſ. rwo Kingdoms , Tunis and Gaxlet , which the 
Tw hes , under their Gencral Sinamw Baſcha, then recovered from 
him , then that ke would for a whilc ceaſc his waries with us; or 
would remouc his Sould «rs outof thelc Provinces, aga nt; the molt 
deadly and mortal cnemy of all Chriſtendome. 

An4 you know how many Svuldiers, how much Armes, and 
what cha; ges Phillip hath ben at, and wzſt-d,to maintain this wairs 
againſtus: So that if you would bur reckon up the fame , you ihal 
find that he might haue bought and puchaſ. d two etherlands with 
that money : although notwithſtanding they be very great, rich, and 
Excceding copious. SO that there is no doubt of thjs, but Phillip 
would far rather endure the greateſt loſlc that m'gl t petyde him then 
that he would:lcaue Belginms without belluzs , ui the Low-countrics 
without long-encountrings of warre, without ftrife ,- without toul- 
dicts, that they might liuc in peace and quietnelie , freely and whol- 
ly according to their Lawes and Priviledges. For by this war , and 
with the conqueſt of our Provinces,he wil lay aud «ltabliſh the ſt, = 
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ect foundation and (urcſt grovnd-work of hs Monarchy, Sole 
dominion, 1 yiann:c, ar.d cruel Government, For when he ſaw and 
pe: ceived that theſe Countries were fo lingularly fitting for kis crucl 
Treacherics aud dchtgnments, and that our Lawes and Liberties con- 
trarily did wholy oppoſe the fame : rherfore fought he hiſt of all 
with warre, with force and violence, to pluck up, teaie in ſunder , 
and with violence to opp1eſle rhe lame, to the end, that his lubj<&s 
of other Kingdoms, wh:ch at this prefert he hath ſubjvgatcd , or 
elic might lubjugatz hereaftcr 3 from this our concording , and £C- 
neral defence of our Lawes and Liberty , might take no example or 
inſtance, with the greater courage and alacrity to ſtand tor,and mains 
tain their liberty. 

Whar doe you then judge, 0 you moſt peaceful Princes ? Or,what 
is your concluſion that vur States ought to doe, w ho chiefly {eck for 
the common good of their native Countrey ? Verely it cannot be 
with them , as it is under the Government of a cruel Tyrant. and as 
it uſually is in ill- governed Reipublicks : they ace not uſed to be 
lead, and to ſubm'tthemſelues at any time, with cap and knee, as 
flatterers doe ; to the wills, delires , and luſts of their ſuperiour 
Lords, nor to þe dealt with all as hired flaves ? conlidering that 
they never would admit nor ſuffer, that their Lawes, Liberties, 
nor their Reipublick , ſhould bow or ſubmit under the yoke of 
urjuft and unlawful Goyernment : Bur have as good fathers 
of their natiue-Countrey; as good fighters for their freedom , 
24:1d Defendors of their Lawes , { likeas it muſt be in a Rejpublick 
which is moderately and civilly governed by the'r Prince ) dirc&ted 
their dcefignes, wils, and government of their {uper-our Lord 
according to their Lawcs, and the -preleryation of their Lis 
berry, 

Do you think that the Spaniards ſha] ſpoyle and cruelly yexe and 
torment our Reipyblick z and thar we with ſhame wil leaue and quit 
the ſar.e? Shal we negle&t our deare countrey and libertic ? MuR we 
deſpite the lawes of our predeceflors? And ſhall they pervert & turn 
teplic-turvie our civil orders and policic into tyranny 2 And ſhal we 
with wringing hands look upon the eoarle,and bchol4 the excquics 
or funera]l of our patrie and natiue countrey? Shal they rend & tare 
in peeces the body of gur common-wealth, and liks moſt raycnous 
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' beafts deyoure the ſame? And ſhal we like flaues, with praying ard R 
4 increating,hardly preferue our own Wis 11 mcal.cs? Or do 


ye not far iather laud and cxtol with the higheſt commendation of 
” honor,this wil & attc&t:on ot our States, for their manumiting ard 
) i preſerving of their deare ard nat uc corurey? incite ard exkout you 
them to proceed as they are belt able, ard to the uttermeſt of their 
powers,tor the picleivalion and manumiling of their owne lives & \* 
libcrtic? Con.e not thele things daily into your remembrances, when  ® 
you thunk of the Netherlanduh warre,or d:\coule thereof, which I 6 
have now demonſtrated,and w.th ſure and infallible and uncenttol- ip; 
+4 lablercatons proved unto you, viz. that our States,& all the Nether- | 

de1s,be:ng drenched ard {oaked in nuſety, and vppreliid with the | 

crucitic of the Spaniards;and bcing expeld ovt of their native coun= 

krey,of inere nccellitie were conltrained to take Arms againſt Philip. | 

And that now all the other tceacherics, infidelitics & injuries which 

the Spaniards during the time of cheie wars hatic done unto the Ne- 
thcrianders, being fo great;{o inhumane,and lo incredible, rhat they | | 

themſclues(lo to Ta \do carncſtly cxho:r,do require & commard, F 
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that the States witha conſtant courage, ſhuald kcep and waintaine 
their armcs , and neither now, nor never, to lay « Ba out of their 
hands; but to ſt ew unto the other ſubjects of Philip (thule of Sicilia, 
Ci..1bria, Lombardie, Arragon, Caſtle, India and Portugal) yea even un- 
" to your (clues, O Uluftrions Princes, 1 lay to ſhew,& with valiant deees 


to prouc,that not onely we, but all of you together, yca and all men 


| upon the face of the caith, far rather ought to dye, then to be- ; . 
hold or look upon the face of that tyrant. f , > 
Du ye yct think Or can you Imagine with your (clues, that Philip, jt) : 
| with the }in.its of our countrey, hath limited jn his tyrarny 2 Do yce $i 
nor yet {ce and percciue,that the high alcend/ng and mortal flamcs j; 
of the Spaniſh tyranny, devourcth and {walloweth vp the trcſt 0)ds, h 
doores,and turrets of your Kingdowes? Ariſe and at the laſt awake 4 
out of this your {leepe and careletneilc 3 come hither with fpecd, it 
and in all haſte flye = for to quench theſe univerſall fire- I 
flames, Wherefore doe yee leck unto us aga nft our wits, by your | | it- 


counſcls, authoritics,and reſpects,to induce us tu wake peace with 
Philip; w hereas it had been more fitting,that you your ſelucs long a- | 
goc,with watic and force of armes ſhould hauc expelled Philip,and x 
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with an cſpecial force and power to have ſuppreſt him? $ 
And to the end I may ſpeak utito you ail one atter another, you 
moſt mightie Princes of Germanie , be ſenciblce, that Philip in your 
Dutchland doth not hunt afrer a cruel and unjuſt goycrnm. nt ; bur 
({o ro {pcak) doth pollefle rhe fame alrcady. For he having Once 
conquered theſe Netherlandiſh provinces 3 when you will noc bow 
and {ibm t to his government : he will hauc all the havens of the 
ſca, and h- ho of all the Germane rivers at h S OWNC w-ll, and 
In his owne power ; thereby aftcrwards to impolc {uch gricyous 
tolles and taxations upon your navigat.on and trading,or citc whol- 
ly wil hinder the ſame, even as it ſhall pleaſe himſclt.. And this is 
that for wh ch,and in behalfe whereof, one or two of the prov.nces 
doc appeare in your aflcmblics and conſultations : you heare him 
publ: fly {peak h's minde,and you eſteeme and preferre his tyran- 
n cal advice and counſel, before your owne prolperitie and tranqui- 
I tie. You have him, the Biſkop of Friſmghen and Hildeſhem pret er- 
red before; and you haue ſcene them made Piinces and Prince-Ele- 
ors of the Empire; The Biſtop of Collen, Liege, and Magdeborgh : 
and you hauc {cen thatthe moſt ambitious Duke of Bavaria hath 
Jaid ſnares for you all. 
And to the end that I may turne my ſpeech unto yon, O you illu- 
ſtriens and mightie powerful Princes of Poland, hath not Philip brought 


a great n.:mber of that generation of mankind, (1 ay lciu tes) into * 


your Count. ey, by w heſe religion and policic they hauc broughtal- * 


moſt the whole world into an up-101e; to the end that he by their 


meancs, with Sun-ſhine-like dceccits, might propuund unto you 


what his will and counlctl is. | 
To youalſo,moſt peacefull Princes of Ttalie,I haue already fayd,and 


fay againe, that the{woid of the Spaniſh tyranny hangeth by a ycry | 


ſail threcd over your heads, alrcady naked and drawne out of the | 


ſcabberd. 
And for you, O moſt illuſtrious Senators (or privie Counſellors) of 


Uemce, you your {clues haue {cen and beheld the tyranny of Philip 


In your owne State and government, when he ſent money to arme 
the Tutke againſt you; and diveitcd the power and force of the 
Turk from his owne dominions upon Cyprz although that he by 


the equitic and right ot the couyenant, had been cxcecd ngly oblic- © 
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of the Netherlandish Warre, 
ged and bcholding unto you. 


| Therefore O Prixces of Chriſtendome, yet evennow, ar the long® 


laſt,be carefull of your owne <ltates and affaires, of your owne liues 


. and ptofperiricz mark and conſider it wel, that Philip is enemy and 


tyrant to you all,and ſuffer him to liue no longer in the world : bur 
reliſt and impeach his ambition to reigne; and that his peſtilent and 
mortal government proceed no further. And like as ſome ce-taine 
membersare cut off when they begin to be without |.fe and bloud, 
and are hurtful ro all the orher parts of the body; even {0 muſt you 
alſo cſtceme,that th's inhymane cruelty in humane ſh«pe, muſt (fo to 
ſpeak) be ſeparared and cur from the common body of ren, Verily 
the deed of the Perſians is much to be commended, and ought to 
be wel tzonght upon of you all; who when Cometes and Oropaſtes, 
two of their Magicians {or wiſe men) by the like ryrannie and murs 
ther of Smerd:s, king of Perſia, polletled the kKingdome: they were 
flaine by the valour of ſeven of the ableſt Princes of Pertia, all of 
chem running with a ſingular affection, diligence, and burning zeale 
to kill and to deſtroy thoſe tyrants with their ſwords, one of the 
Magitians cla{ped about rhe neck of one of the. Princes whole name 
Was TGobrias, which wade his companions to linger tae more; hecauſe' 
they would not Kill him in ſtecd of the magician (for this was done 
in a dark place) who commanded the Magician to thruſt his ſword 
through his body. Yer in the end the Magician was flaine, and this 
valiant Gobrias (who had rather to haue died, then that the tyrant 
ſhould haue eſcaped with life) was ſaved,and had his life preſeryed, 
Such an hare did theſe men beareto tyrants. 


The Grecians in former timesartributed divine honour to thoſe - 


men who had ſlaine a tyrant. And doe you thinke that the Nether= 
landers ſhal doe cvil, or more unjuſt, that they oppoſe and reſiſt Phi- 
lip that inhumane tyrant. - 
The Romanes expelled their king 7 arquinxs Syuperbus, becauſe 
that he,did but in forme fort weaken the ſtate of their copumon= 
wealth ; and (hal woſuffer or indure Philip in our common- wealth, 
who not onely with fire and (word would deſtroy and turnup-fide- 
downe all the Netherlands, but even the whole world ? No, by no 
meanes. Our States without doubt, wil proceed and prepare the 


way for youto braak off,and to expel this tyrant, They wil perleyere 
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to divert, drive away , and to foile him fo farre and wide from 
ſuppreſſing and killin2 of our proſperitie, that Once, not onely they 
and theirs, but alſo even the other provinces of the Netheriands, 
may be re-eſtabliſhed in rhcir former libertic,and may lead them our 
of the ſtraights of the Spanith tyrannie, and repoſleſie them in the 
poſſetlion of their predeceffors. That finally, they being re- eftabli- 
ſhed, and b«tter uvrdered,and united and bound with the Provinces 
of the whole Netherlands; they may ſtop the incurſion and invaſion 
of this cruel] ryrant,and altogether with one accord may cxpel hing 
from their proſperitic,and from their common libertie. eAmes. 
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Thou moſt high God,which guideft and governeſt the heaven, the 

ſea, the earth, warre and peace : Thruwhich giveſt lawes and com» | 
mandements to kings Princes,and to all people upon the earth : Thou that { 
appointeſt and giveſf conqueſts,triumphs,and trephies,the ſignes of viitory ; 4 
Thou which doeſt hinder and divert overthhrowes, dangers , and all un- | 
juſt dealing : «Ariſe, O thou great God, and oppeſe thy ſelfe againſt the © þ 
eneny of all juſtice and peace 3 againſt the enemy of thy praiſe and honour, © 
We beſeech thee,that With thy providence and wiſdome thou wilt order owr 
indevowrs, and reliexe thy people, that thy moſt holy name may be adored 
and honored with all perfett piety and true religion, Amen. p 
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'ADIOYNDER 


i= | OF SVNDRY OTHER 


= | PARTICVLAR WICKED PLOTS 
on | and cruel, inhumane, pertidious; yea, unna- 
im © cural] practiſcs of the Spaniards : 


CHEREELYT 
AGAINST THE SEVENTEEN PRQ 


———— 


the | vinces of the Netherlands, yea, before they 
ww ix took up Armes. 

hat p | 

— | GATHERED 


be | AND TRANSLATED OVT OF 
wr. } Severall Dutch Writers, as that Revercd Divine G#. 


mr © bielmus Bandaitins, in his Merghew Wecker, and Emanuel ds 
4 | Auer, by S.O. « lover of truth and cqui ity, and al 
F unfeigned hater of oppreſſion and tyrannic, 


e bane of Commen-wealths, 


ExoD. I. $. 9. 10. 


The new King over Eg ypt faid unto his people , concerning the Iſraelites, 
Gods people 3 Come on kt 4 deal wiſely with them, leſt they 


PEeAllks % + »_- 

He that fitteth in the heevens ſhall laugh , the Lord ſhall haue them in | 
derifion. ol 
Then ſhall he ſpeak, unto them in his Wrath, and vex then in his ſore df, . | F 
pleaſure. | 


Printed, Anno 3624, 


” > On <—_ 


(1) 
SRAS ee: 

To the wel-affe&ed indifferent Reader, 

Entle Reader, there being ſo much ſpoken as thou 

mailt perceiue, by the fore-going Treatiſe, teush- 


ivg thc cruel, inhumane, treacherous, perfidious ; 


parts, andelicwhere , which may ſufhciently de- 
lincare him in his deferved colours, that whoſe- 


to tyrannize over the innocent , and that the Lord ſhould permit, 
and the carth bear tfuch an unheard of monſter; yer-notwithſtan- 
ding much more might be added in ſundry other particulars , as the 
Dutch Chronicles mention , and other Writers haue well {ct our ; 
amonyſt which,alrhough 1 my lelfc bea ſtranger by Nation to them; 
yer lince the time'of my abode here, having attaincd ſome-under- 
ſtanding in the Language , I haue thought fit to adde {ome further 
particulars, which in my reading I haue obſerved, and could adde 
many more ; but my purpoſe being onely to annex a few things , I 
Wil not enlarge, lett I adde another Treatiſc.. But before I cume to 
What I intend , I hace thought fit having fume overlight in the pub- 
liſhing of this Treatiſc aforegoing , to note by the way , the jl] tran- 
flatingof one word, in the 21 folio, it-is touching the Princelle of 


Parma, the T ranilator termes het « crafty Queane, wheras the word | 


beares no ſuch ſence in the Dutch, bur lipnifics one that hath a ſharp 
wit to decciuezas is ſaid of the ſerpent that beguiled Exe. Belide, 
that'is tranflated Embaſſadowr,ſpeaking of ſuch as were ſent from the 


Stares to'the King, I conceiueto þe more fittingly rendred 47 tſſenger. F 
' Firſt, thou art to underſtand , gentle Reader , that the King of,,,,, eur 

Spain was lovingly received here in the 17 Provinces, and a folemn ſadour or | 

oath was taken on both parts; the King for his part {wore to main- Meſſenger, 


tainall their Lawes and Priviledges, and they to him all duc homage 


and allegance: He preſently demanded of them a ſumme of mo- ' 


Ny . wherupon the States did aflemble , and collected for him 40 
| K 2 n 11108s 
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yea, unnatural practiſes of the Spaniards, in theſe ++ 


ever bcholds him may mourn to (ce this Hazael fo ; 


that Tre Dutch 
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millions of Flor'nes, of Brehants mony, to be paid in nine years, 


«14 cacy paid Tino his Exchequer z and although it was morc them . 
they had pad ozfore to h's pred -ceflouzs, yet upon this he di4 take. 
reat d loleaſy re ayaiaſtthem's and , as Tacy write, he for this d.d. 


a6 T1.m T0 death. 

B.c he pretended this ro be the cauſe of his wroth, becauſe he 
ſaw thar there were lſeme among rem , that d d deh- the Popeand 
all his Religion: bar that couid not be, toc the Citicof Aziſt was 
as {up<cit r ous in that R-lig'on as Roe? itlelfe; tor they did perſe- 
cure the Reformed Relgion even unto death : and yer for all that 
bora they , and 170 far villages that b:lunged unto them, were by 
them plundered and ipoyled of all their goods, and many of them 
wounded and termentcd for to contelle where thcic mony was, and 
many were Killed. Thus much by the way. 


My icopec and chiefe int -nt,is to ſhew the firſt and juſt cauſe of the 


warres in the Netherlands ; wherby the diligent Reader ( not parti= 
ally atfectcd ) may elcarly underſtand , that the Netherlanders did 


not rebclliouſly rakcup Armesaga-nſta lawful Prince, ( as ſome ig- 
norantly th nke and (pcake ) but juſtly and r-ligiouſly defend them- 


{-lucs againſt a perfidious Tyrant whe (ought their ruine, by all poſs 
ſible meancs he cou'd, and the ſubyerhton of the whole State. A 
long while they patiently underwent his cruel oppreflions , and in- 
tolicrable vex:tions, - as tac H:Rorics clearly manifeſt ; til there was 
no hope, burcither they maſt become flaues in foule and body, 
we-(: then that of 1ſrael in Exypr, they and theirs for ever, oc cls 
be butchered by mercileſle execut.oners of a crucl Tyrant. This 
Ty:ant having a parpolc ro innoyate ali things, to root out the an 
Cicnt inhabitants , and to fruſtrate all the Lawes, Cuſtoines and Pris 
viledges which himſclfe had ſworn to maintain, knew not how bct= 
rec to effe&t his cvilends , then by rayling a bloudy Inquilition to 


The init {cr over them foctheir government 3 which ſaid Inquititon ( raiſed 
bs ka. thee Spain ) concladed and pronounced ceitain Articles , the tenth 
4. yeares be. Of February 1568, which wereconfirm<d by the King, the 26 fol- 


lowing. New bccaule it may appear I doe them no wroag in this 
Charge, I wil lay down the A-ticles them(clues verbatim. 

The moſt lacred Othce of Inquilition lo efrzn attempted in the 
Netherlands by his Majcitic, and hindered untill this tine, ſhall bee 
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HA rod and adyanced in this manner, which is mof} expedient. 

1 They muſt per{wade the Emperour, being gone aſtray, and wic- 
kedly confcderated with heretikes, that hee religne his kingdomes 
unto his Sonne , with the whole adminiſtration of the Nether» 
lands. 

2 That the Emperour with h's two lifters, having oiven over all 
affaircs, leav ng the Netheclands , ſhall retiie into Spaine unte 
Vs, bcing allurcd that they ſhall neyer teturne more to doe any 
harme. | 
3 Th<(c being diſpatchr,we muſt alſo draw the King to us,& keep 
him for cver that he part not, and not ſuffer any Flemmings te kaus 
accelle or conference with him. | 

4-Thatthe King write unto, and command the Clergie of the 
N.therlands,that with che Inquiſition they ſhould accept of 1 5 new 
Biſbops,the which ſhould be fice from all ſecular juritdition, yea 
ia caſcs of rrealon. | 

. 5 The ſubjects of the Netherlands threugh their malice & way= 


wardnellc,will reyolt and moue {cditions and tumults, pleatiog ro. 


all but ro our companic. | | 

+ 6:The Princes and Noblewen, heads and avthouts of rhoſe fa- 
&ions, with whe ſubjects, mult be taken away,and the others reduced, 
wato realon. 

7 They ſhall hire at our charge theeues and ſpoilers of Churches 
and Images, whoſc offences ſhall be by all the world imputcd to Re 
bels,by tome ſubrill meancs,and fo we ſhall vanquith thera. | 

8$ Tharall Comerce, Negoriation, Liberties, and Privileges, ſhall 
þc routcd out,and that all be reduced to cxtreame povertic,whereby 
the realme ſhall be permanent for Vs. 

9 No man of ail theſc Countries (except he be of our faftion ) 
ſhall be held worthy to liuc; and finally all ro be rooted out : and all 
Goods, Polleflions, Arts , and Trades, and all Orders to bee 
taken away, untill there may bee a new Realme, and a new 
people. 

10 In this ation the wiſe and valiant Duke Alva ſtal be imploy- 
ed in perſon ; whereas any other, were he of the blood Royall, or a 
Prince, ſhall be of no cſteeme: to as being ſuſpect, yea in the ſmal- 
iclt matters, they mult be diſpatcher, pane: 
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11 No Contradts, Rights, Promiſcs , Donations, Oathes,Priyi. 
leges, and folemne Allertions of the Netherlands , ſtalls bee 
of any force for the inhabitants , as being guiltic of high 
trcalon. 

12 But aboue al we muſt have an eſpecial care that in theſe matters 
of ſo great weight and moment, wee procecd not violently, but by 
meancs,by degrces,and that diſcreetly, to the end the Princes, No- 
bilitic,and interiour ſubjects may mut.nic amonyſt themſelues, ſo. 
that one may perſecute, yea execute the other wntil at laſt the hang= 
man be executed himſclte. For in all Chr ſtendome is there not a 
Nation more fooliſh and indiſcrect, and whole levitie and cincon- 
ſtancie way ſooner be deceived then theſe Netherlanders, and God 
puniſheth chem accordingly. 

There were other Articles found in Preſident YVergas chamber 
at eAntWerpe, and there Printed ; and thole are more cruel then 
theſe. Ps 1 

By theſe articles and unlimited power of theſe lawleſle Inquiſi. 
1018, NO man had any aſlurance of life er goods for a day , but were, 
in danger contiuually to be.called into queltion,cither tor the law of 
their God, or for ſome work of mercic,which cither rclig:on, ma» 
ral equitic, or the bond of nature called for: or elſe if they had co. 
lour for none of theſe, they would impole ſuch unreaſonabic taxa- 
tions, which it the Cormorants had not their gorges crambed Hull, 
they would make prey of all, whether. by right or wrong it mattered. 
net. Bur my purpoſe being to avoyd prolixitic,and to palle by im- 
p*rtinenc'es and needlefle repetitions, 1 wil come to that I inten» 
dcd. Intheyearc 1565 a watch was concluded for the Prince of 
Parma, and the nuptials were folemnized at Bruxels,w hither all the 
Nob.litie 2nd Gentry of the countrey were invited, and. according- 
ly. there mer of th-m about foure hundred , who like faithfull Ado- 
ſe being grey. dto ſee the daily oppreſſon of their brethren by the 
hard task-mafters of the Inqu {itizvn,who not onely robbed them of 
th. ic goods, butalto by inhumane cruelty, and unnatural! butchery, 
d.privcd them of their liues, who daily led them as ſheepe unto the 
flavghter: The confideration hereof they joyntly layd to heart, and 
hereupon{ being met vpon th;s occaſion) they reſolved to :preſent al i 
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next following. The Earle of Breedrod delivering the petition, 
humbly requeſted a favourable anſwer. Three dayes after they re- 
ccived this anſwer, viz. they ſhould ſend two of their Noblemen to 
the king, by whom ſhe would write in their behalfe. The Lord of 
Barlaymont being preſent, after their departure ſayd (lhe a ftattering 
Comrrtier) they were a company of Raſcals and Begears. 

It was concluded that the Marqueſle of Bargen, and'the Lord of 
Mountigny ſhould goc into Spain, who humbly preſented their ſuite 
to the King, but could get no antwer in 16 monthes after. 

The 26 of Auguſt 41no 1566, the Princefle of Parma (ent for the 
Gentrie, telling them ſhe had reccived.letters from the King , con- 
raining promile that all ſhould |b2 well , and that the Inquiſition 
ſhould ceaſe. And for the Proclamations they ſhould nor be of 
force, but his Majeſtie would take ſuch order as they and the State 
ſhould wel like of, The Princefle alſo gue them toleration for their 
Religion, on condition they ſhould not deface ,* nor break downe 
the ornaments of the Churches : for, there had been before this 
time vilde and lewd perſons that frequented the meetings of the 
Reformed ; theſe went into the Papiſts Churches, ſtole their (ilyer 


and what was worth carrying away , and brake down their Images: . 


bur the Reformed ſuſpected that this was done by the appointment 
of thePrinceffe;neither was their ſuſpicion without goe1ground,for 
itisto; beſcen/in the Kings lerters, Arr.7,that ſhe had order to hire this 
raskal company to doe this villany , which fact was impurted-to the 


Proteſtants, to the end that they might nor onely bz odious there, ,,.... Flan- 


Emanuel ds 
Mer ſayth, 


buralſo ſeem guilty , even in the judgment of other Nations; how- der, they 
beit the offend:rs were pR_ with impriſonment, yea, with death, took 50 of 


cyen by the Reformed them(ſclues , who jointly confeffed the acti- 
en unlawful , and we:e ſo farre from giving occaſion of offence in 
this nature, that Papiſt Burgers themſclues offered good ſccurity rhat 
no ſuch rhing ſhould be attempred by them. Who then can make 
any doubt that they were free fcom having any hand in thoſe ourra- 
ges laid to them, rhe yery oppolites in Religion being Iudges, who 
as appeares were willing ro undertake for them ; now as their faith- 
fulneſſe br@ught ſo good eff<& for their perſons , fo did the Lord 
worke thatthe crurh of Religion found many friends lik-wiſe, the 
Lord wongcouſly proſpering the courle of Reformation, in = 
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much thatin ſhort ſpace they had in Flmders 60 Aﬀemblics,' ſome 
Churches they themaſclues builded , but were by Duke d Alva foog 
caft down , who erc&cd gallowlcs of them,and hanged them upon 
them, 

The Prinecſſe of Parma allo began to entertain ſouldiers with 


pretence to app cehcund the Chureh-rubbers , but intended indeed ta ® inc 
take away the ancient Liberties and Privilcdges of the Netherlays | he 
ders, wherfore {ending certain —_—_— to Yalencyn,the inhabis thi 
tants denyed them entettainment , who for that were proclaimed *® bu 
Rebels the 14 of December, ſuon after they were behieged, lacked, | fly 
and many of them put to death. f FP 


a | 

But before they of Yalencyn denyed entertainment to the ſoul 4t. 
He preten- ers, the Nobility had received letters out of Spain, from the Mar« 
ded ut for re- quelle of Bargen, ſhewing , that the King was exceesiingly incenled 


ligion, but his againſt the Netherlanders, that he had in the prelence of many yow= © hi 
- Bang i" ed to be fully revenged of them, though it were with the La E Ia 
= ang Of all his Countrics ; that he would make them an example to all | 

go0d;, the world , and would invite the Pope and Emperour to afliſt him © gþ 
| in this quarrcl. Vpon the receit of the letters the Nobility afſems © an 
bled at Dortmond to conſult what were beſt to be done, but conclu- *' he 
dednorany thing , ſome judging it {lafcſt ro joyn , and make head |! mw 
To reſiſt his tyrannical futic , other ſecking rather ro eſcape by '& & 
flight, hu 
N ow was the Inquifition again brought in centrary to the Lawes th 
=. -and Liberties of the Country, which the King was ſworn ts mains to 
-/ tain , for execution wherof there were appointed 12 Inquiſitors , bu 
, commanding them to recciue the Councel of Trext, theſe were cal- fa 
led, The blowdy Conncel, and {o they were indeed , which Rowe well © wig 
"> Wo knew, refuling it, anno 1559, when as they fcl upon the Inquifitors 7 je. 
houſc, ſer it on fire, wounded the chicte of them , brake open the © xi 
priſon, and (cr ar liberty the captiues, and would hauc burned a Wi 
Cloyſter that belonged unto them , had they not been by fair means fo 
dillwadcd by two Lords in the Citic , viz, Afarc. Antonio Celunus, pe 
and 1ulio Ceſar. > 
Likewiſe Venice, Naples and Xfillain, though they be Papiſts, ve 
would not ſufferit; the Marchants of Lisbon who are as ſuperſt ti» * HY 

eas in the Romiſh Religion as any inthe wozld , yet they did offer 1 © 
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the King two millions and a half, rhat they might nor hause le#n theiv. | 
parts, | & 
Yetthe eruelty of this Inquiſition did here inereaſe, and many k » 


ſouldiers came into the countrey, that ſome of the countrey for- 
{ook their houſes, and reſorted towards Freezland, and ſome. did 
ſtay at home, and went to meet Duke eva, and welcemed him 
into the Countrey, and ſhewed him all che kindnclle they could, but Hr the Groa8 
he very ſhortly took off moſt of tFcir heads, ſo that he did {o terrific of Egmond 
the inhabitants, that therg fled out of the countries more then an & the Graz 
hundred thouſand houſt.oulders, belides many that were taken in 9f Horn, «nd 
flymg, weretaken and hanged, and all theſc had their goods con- tk of bs 
filcated to rhe King, Braff < 
The Prince of Orange, and the Earle of Bredrod,and five Earls, 1568, * 
eight Lords, and fo Gentlemen, aud they had ſome five thouſand | 
ot Souldiers being in Freeland, bur were moſt over-throwne by 
the Duke of Alva his forces; ſo that they were driven to Embdey 
land, and there prepared them(ſclves ro the ſea, 
Now the Duke of Alva did command all the inhabitants to pay 

the hundreth peny of all their goods, and of all that was bougher 
and (old ; the which ſome of the States did yeeld unto 3 And then 
he commanded them to pay the 1wentith peny : and then hee come 
manded the tenth peny of all things that were bought and fold, fo 
eftcn as they ſhould be fold. Seme of the States did make their 
humble petition ro the Duke, and to the Princes, ſhewingthem 
that it would drive all trading out of the land. The Duke of Alvs 
told them thas he would haue it, though it did ruivate al the land; 
but if he ſaw them to doe thcir beſt to pay it, he would dealc 
favourably with them. But he ſayd that it was againſt the Kings ho- A! the py;. 
nour if they ſhould not pay it, ſceing it was his pleaſure to re<quite rfl... 
it. And now did the Inquiktion imprifon and execute many of the Oo ifomuh 
richer ſort, as wel Papiſts as of the reformed Church : and f they = 7 were 
were richthere was no eſcaping for them. And wholocyer was ————_ 
found to hauc any hand in way of ſuit and petition to haue the tenth end fl/e4 R 

eny to be remitted, they were adiudged to haue committed high them alfa, 
trealon againſt God and the King z and all theſe muſt forfcirlife and 

oods to the king, and not any of their childrento enjoy one peny 
worth of the ſame ; but (poore Orphanes) they. muſt begge their 
4 L bread. 


I 


bread. Aud ſome that ha4 been buried” certaine months, they.cauſe# 
tim To, be digyed up » and hang:d on the, gallowes » and ſonic 
r6 be burned: becaoſe they had'nart the ſacrament, and confetled be- 
fore their dearhz bur it was becauſe he would confiſcate their goods 
zo the king: yea when thele inſatiable gold-thirfty and blood: thirſty 
wrerches wanted colour to cover their uyuſt ce aud cruelty, they had 
their officious imps (falſe witiefles) luborhed by Tefabel, ro get Va- 
boths vincyard ;  witnelle* Martin Hutton , who was' one of the 
Inquifitors Clarkes , and ( being commtrred to priſon) did ac- 
knowledge that hce had mide many falſe teftimonics, againk 
ſundry rich pcrtous, lom2 whercof were of the icformed 
Church. Here might fitly be brought in the hundced Marchants of 


\ Gr:2n4do, w ho were of the Romane Religion,and were never other; 
what pretence had he to cauſe them to bee murthered all in one - 


night, and then preſcntly to command all their goods to be brought 
ro his rrea({uric or Exchequer, witole eſtute was worth more then 28 
hundced thoafand poand ſterling? Now as this tyrant was a deyou- 
rer and d:ſtcoyer of the liucs of men, ſo did hee proſume to uſucpe 
further not onely upon ciyil ordinances , bur.upon the things of 
God; fo that tholc that were married in the reformed Church, 
he forced to be married againe : and if they were rich, hee tooke 
them from their husbands, and gaue them to his ſouldicrs to make 

rize of them, Thoſe that were baptized in the reformed Church, 
M compellcd to be baprizcd againc,contrary to Gods word, and to 
the decree of the ancicnt councels, fo that intolerable were the bur- 
thens this crucl Pharoh layd, fo cxecthiue was his cruelty, that he fil 
led all places with blood , blerd touching bloud , as the Prophet 
[pzaks, For in {inal rownes hee executed 5o, and in great townes 
2 50, and 300 or 400, And in places as men travelled from one 
r5wic to another, they might lee many that his ſouldicrs had hung 
up in trees to death, and lome were worth $0 thouſand guldens,and 
ſom: lefle; yea this tyrantd d confiſcate (o much lands and gouds,as 
by his account (cnt into Spain,did amount yearly to 8 tun of meny 
ſteclin”, Deſides the many thouſands that h= and his fouldiers had 
A'l the moncy that he did exact out of this land in 6 yearcs, did a- 
m2o.untfto moe thea 5o millions of gold. And if any were 
E10wncto hays any thing thard'd belvng to any that were put to 
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death,and had not brought ittothe knowledge of the Inquiſiticn, 
they did Ioole Euth life apd gceds : yeathe 16:0f February 156 he 
gauclentence in his ceut at Ad ndrill, that they were all tiaytors a- 
gainſt God and himfelfe, At Viicechrhe beheaded a widow that was 
£4 jcarcs old, becaulc ſhe had before lodged a preacher one night, 
whole living was worth foure thouſand gulders yearly. Anc at 


Maſtricl a tather for lodging his ſon that hc had roticcre ing lorg 


time,that was fled tor religion, was/putto death, And at that place 


'therc was one put to death tor giving a WidOW 4 peck of coin tor an 


almes, whole husband this bloody court had put to dcath. And ma- 
ity women were put te death,bccaule they reccived their husbands 
In the night that-were fled for 1eligion ; yea they hauc Killed women 
great with child,and ripped up their þc]lics,ard taken out the child 
and Killed it: and {ome they haue fleyed aliue,and covered drummes 
heads with their sKins, aud ſome they haue tyed toa poſt, and made 
a {mall fre round about them,ard lo rofted them to dearth. 


At Nacrden they received the Spaniards friendly into the rOwne, The l; 


who prowiled them both their:hues and goods;and as {oone as they 


came in,they commanded them to come io the State-kouſe withouiit « Oudwaicg 


their Armes, the which they did , andthe Spaniards gaue fic upon 
tham and murthered themall:: and then they 1an abour mth: town, 
and raviined the wonien,and: after killed them,and fired the wwne., 
T he yorgchildrenthat lay:in the cradle, they quartered them, and 
took them vpon their pikes, and to-wenT up ard COWnethe towne, 
rejoyCing in their Cruicltic, | 
[Such tavage cruelty is:-{catce)y-to be found in any Hiſtory., what 
Chtiiſtanhcantcan hear it, ard not be affected with deep. torrow , 
yct bchold {owe mworſters herein have been found,that hauc bcen to 
tarre from humanity hecein, ( tor he that hath humanity in him 
will commiſerate others calamitics ) , that they hauc applauccd it, 
aSi:f -be bad in all thc{e outrages done Godgood lervice. Amonyft 
the reſt 1 thall content y feltear preſent , but to namethe holy ba- 
cher the Pope,” and one of his chiefclonnes in this bulinetic., The 
Pope ſcrds his Legate ro commend the {2 fo care expio.ts , and 
cals this c1uell Duke Alva: his beloved: fon , ferds kim a _ceſtiy 
(word, the bilts wherot were of gold , and a hat wrought 
with gold , and þcſct with rich ard coltly ſtones, tharking him bor 
| } ih. | is 


PLA a £m _ 


> 


J 
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his good ſerviee in maintaining the Romiſh Relizion , and ſubver- 
ting of heceticks. Howbeir thac his chiefe ſon 1 mentioned (cxcce- 
ding this man of fin, inthe ſin of cruelty, as if he would yerife 
himſcelſe ro be ten fold more the child of Satan, then his father the 
Pope ) thinkes not ſo well of it, his name is Fergas, the Prelident 
of this bloudy Inquiſition; for going ſhortly aftcr into- Spain, he 
told the King , that he and Duke deAlva, did marre all in the Nes+ 
wWerlgnds, by ſhewing ſo much mercy to thole people, 
Concerning this Dake 4 &/v4, of whole outrage and cruelty fo 
many have felt, and pectiduous dealing which many haue found by 
lamentable experience , wherby may calily appeare of what ſtarhp 
his exceſſive mercies are , even luch as the Wilcman ſpeakes of, Pro, 
; 12.10, the tender-merci®s of the Wicked are cruel. In which he prides 
Theſe words himſelfe , boaſting he had ſlaughtered ciphteen thouſand and fix 
be ſpake 4 4 hundred, in form of juſtice, in ſix yearces times, and ten times ſo ma- 
_ _ ny he and his Souldiers murthered otherwaies, And many more 
Table,rejoy- would he doubrleflc haue murthered, had nut the Lord reſtrayned 
cing be kad and limited him, for his delire herein was as hell, that cannot be ſa- 
dove the rsfied : Witneſſe the purpoſe of his proceeding apainſt the Magi» 
King ſo geod ſtrates of Bruxels, becauſe they did not colledt the tenth peny fo as 
ſervice, be deſired. He {ware that he would haue it, and bcforc he would let 
ir fall 0: remitit, the Sunne and Moone ſhould lcaue their ſhining , 
{o he went to Brullels, and commanded the execurioner te prepare 
ladders and ropes to hang up that night in their doores 70 of the ci- 
tizcns,and gaue them his warrant in writing what they ſhould be: 
<Anno 1573 Bur God in his providence prevented this his crucl purpoſe, in that 
April. there came newes that the Graue of Mark had taken in the Brill ;{o 
T haxeinfin- the tyrant did not gue forward with his bloody enterpriſes. 
ced but-4 0% Thus having given you a taſte of ſome of thoſe many things T 
nya but hane obſerved concerning the intulerable oppreſſion, & woile then 
there were : S” 5 : 
ſcarce any ſalvage cruelty of the Spaniards, exe-ciſed upon the people, which 
tan eſcaped they endured and laboured under rhe ſpace of lixkcene yeares;-I wil 
Pei cmnd new leaue theſe cruel tyrants to the Lord for judgment, andaddrefs 
a - hes my ſelfe ro ſpeak ſomewhat further copcerniag tais Earle of Mark, 
bribed thix Who had thoſe Gentlemen with him thar fled. Before this hee had 
Commanders layne with h's ſhipping in England, but the King of Spaine ſcnding 
05am h's Ewbaſladour couyr Queen (who was then in peace wich _ 
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fe 4 to defire her that fhe would nor ſuffer his ſubiets» to hauc-their | | 
- © harbourin her land, and that ſhe would nor giue them or (utter them k- 
je © to haucany rclicfe whereby they ſhould make head againſt him: and _— 
C g hercupon the Queene ſent and commanded them our of her har- i 
ix ®} bour; and ſhecommanded that they ſhould not be ſuffered tv haue | 
e | ny proviſion in her coaſts, ſothat now they had no uther meanes x 
" | bur onely God, who did in his m-rcic provide tor them better then / 
i rhey expected. For they were purpoled to haue gone for the Taſlel, ; 
o and to os taken ſome towne about that part ; but when they came 


y | neerethatpart,they had the wind contrary that they could not come 
p | there, ſo they went for the Ma ſe,and came with their thips before 
> the Brill, and there they went preſently and tooke it 3 yer the Duke 


1 
s © of Alyahad his forces in the towne, neere lo many as they were, 

x #® whom they preſently killed and chaſed out of the rowne,and our of 

pu the Iland, The Prince of Orange being in France,and hearing what 

'C had happened, he ſent them ſouldiers with as much ſpeed as could 

d +* be out of France. And within one moneth after Duke Alva ſent cer- | 

= taine companics to Vliſhing to keep that place ſtrong for himſclfec, { 

j and many of the commanders were come into the rowne : Sv the y 

as Magiſtrates command:d the citizens ro come preſently upon the q 

X | Statchouſe, fo they told them they mult lodge the Spaniards in their k 

; | houlcs ; and they knowing how they had uicd the citizens in all pla- : 

C ' ces where they came, they told the magiſtrates they would not haue 

- the Spaniards in their towne. The Magiſtrates asked them. which of — 
2 them itayas that did refuſe to recciue them. They {ayd, All of them, ; 

it So the Magiftrarcs ſeeing them lo carncſt againft the Spaniards, they 

9 joyntly rooke their Armes, and Killed and took pritoners all them 


that were in the town,and withtheir O1denance they ſhot at his ſhips 


1 wh. re the Spaniards were, and they madeawav. And of thoſe th:t 
n | were take,there were the names of about $0 that they hadin writing : 
kh | fre Duke Alva that dwelt in the Hand,that they ſt.ould put to death, Hre had op-+ | 
x | £0 thoſe of the Bril {: xt their fouldiers with (pecd to help them. And _ thoſe | 
ls ſhortly the Prince of Orange came with forces and defended them ; Dy _— | 
of and ſemc other tuwnes {ccing the crueltic of the Spaniards , w-rethe chief© # 
4 forſvuke the Spaniard,and joyned with them, and took the Prince that flood a © 
g of Orange to be their Protector , yet tne States notwithſtanding d'g2%"t | of my 0 
) remain in obcdience to the King (owe (cven yeates afte. reugb po 14 , | 
7 ia; Agave 4 


” oo —— ——————_—_—_ 
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Aga'n it's further wonhy to be roted , that thcſe Provinces did 
thice timcs {1d to the King their Neblemen , but could obtain t6 
mcrcy , and many more tines they went to the Pcinc llc of Parma, 
and wade their humble pct.t en tor icaxefle of their oppretiion , 
but could not obtain any. favour, - then they made tricnds to the 
renowned Quecn ef Englard, ard to the Princes of Germany, and 
ro the Ewpciour, who d.d caindihly .entieat by their En:baſla- 


—- 


douts for them. The King of Spain ariwercd their Embatladours 
withzhcle wores 4 he bade them icll thei Maſters , That they ſhogld 
readic With their en ſlljetls, and not w.th his, fir he knew wel 
enorgh how to rule hw ſubjetls Without their counſel. Now when our 
2 Quecnes Majcky found his unrealonablenelle and cruelty, then and 
An. 1575 ot beforcy tic aflilted them with Armes. | | 
41's own fon Prince Chara did intreat for them , that it. would 
picaſe him ro ler rhcem haue their Laws and Priviledges , and that 
they might not be 10 opprelicd ; and withall he rold h's tather thas 
thote Countiies did bclong to hm, and that they were piyen him ag 
his Baptilm,. tor the which bis father (cut, him ,to.priton, and he 
never camc outagain, It the Leid wuuld not have forgot whar 
Amalck, did, long after, for {miting the weakeſt ard hind- 
mock of his pcople,, Low may we in equity forget the infinite 
muxthers , and ipoilcs, , this civel Tyrant hath executed wheres 
evcr he hath prevailed? And who can forgct inipecial that blougic 
attempt aga'nit our {cjues, in the YCAr 1 588. ; 

It Lit ould trace th s' Tyiant trom place to place,, Iſtouſd runne 
in infiniem , having mode the name of Chuilt anity hatctul, by his 
ciuelty, amongſt the Heathens that know not God ftuither then the 
toktot natuic: for it is contcica by thc Spaniards themiclucs, that 
Thy 4" 4 {omc of he chcite of the Indians, who were to be buent to death , 
es Pr. being told of hcaven and hel, they asKed whather the Spaniards 
19-mixde,that; WENT When they dyedIt was antwered to heavenz Oh #hen ſayd they, we 
a;1ir bn je, will newer come there, for We Wal never come Where theSpaniards are. But 
oo yo uh 1.0tto tunlo far, I wil rſt content to Keep we within the bounds I 
Ap py -_ chicfly int-nded concerningthele Countries. When the Cirzens of 
3 tamet. Leyden were mn great.cxtromity, by rcalon of a long licg,theSpaniards 

proficiing cond.t.ansot pace, it lo be they would 1 celd up the 
Ciricand themiclucs tothem, they returned antwer ; Not While they 
| had 
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hal x right h#nd ts ho/4 the ſwwd, or 4 left to eat ; but if. they ſhould 
be driven to fal into their hands, rhzy would rather barn the Citis 
and drown them(iclues, then to {ubim't to them, of whole perfidi- | 
ouinetle they had had-to lamentable experience: and when tome of 
the Citizens preiled a yeelding, in reſpect of th? extremity of fa- 
mine, a Bargermaſter , 'called Peter Adriouſon (aid; Loving friends, 
I confeſſe the famine 1s great,and tht ſom: doe die for want of food : yet 
rather let us ayree to eat up ene another , as it ſhall fall by lot , begin with 
me firft, and drvids me ammiſt you. 

Ar. Antwerpe, the Spaniards by rhe appointment of their Gover- 
nour-did come into the Citie in batrel order, aud marched up and 
down their ſtreets, ant ſhot into tihcir houſes , and made a tamulta- 


* 046 noile, as if they had been fo miny devils, for une day and two 


n'g"ts, and took the keyes from the Magiſtrates , and iter watch at They did this 
the Ports; wherby they put the Cirizens in lo great fear, rhat many 4: wel to the 
women with childe fcll in travel, and fome dycd with feare:; and *Piritaa'ty,as 
they went by 12 or 20, into the beſt hgules, and commanded them —_ nodes 
ro prepare them the belt cheere, as boyled and roſt, and other dainty excepted. 

diſhes, as they liſtto call for 3 an4 belides beer, they wonld have at . 
tatrwo torts of wine. And all the chiefeſt Cirizens houſes had art 
leaftren of theſe gueſts. And they all cryed out for mony, and t2'd 
that they would haue 1 5 moneths pay, before they went our of the f,, they two 
Citic, of them; and the Magiltcates cold them that tney would parts in mony, 
procuretnem incloth , and apparel, and mony the fumme; but _— the third 
th:y all cryed out for meny, a4 that mony rhey would haue before ', © Fat 


: . Abe they cry'd. all 
they went away ;z {0 at th: laſt, th: Mgiftcars gor the mony , which jor mony, 
d'd amount to 490 thouland Guld-ns. Ang'the Charge they were at, 


which thele companions did co!t tne CTzns, was 600 pound 
ftecling the day, and thus they were oppreticd with them 28 daies ; T-idoe mute 
in which tine vh-y had made them all rich Cuites, ſome of (artin and '** [ 2nt re- 
: p ' | + [42109 of ſme 
velycr . and {Ome? of cloth of 140, 'd . and One of them hd A Cu hi- o! the cr14(tics 
on of velvet , with-th.ſe words in letters of gold. I antye Datch- they did a- 
44s Bride-well Maſter. And thus th:y cot rid of them for the pre- £4 aft this Ci- 
4Þ. ds Cer En | E te, yetthere 
(cnt. And about two yearcs after they cam2-again , and then rhey Rind; in os 
X Ss e wa ”s * . "_ . - / 
uſed the Etizens much more cruclly , for tacſc divels d'd bring Chromcle,one 
Faw , ander on fire, and pur it into the houtes , whetby they (er quire of paper 
b . © s . » ©. | {; iy 
nine rich ſtreets 08; tice, and burnt them. with many rich and coftly E F. Fo Tri 
A ; - 2 j, 14 = 
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-whet they at goods, and.1if/edthe Cirizens of all dike rich and coftly jewels s 


pow ax99%s and filver-workes, withtheir money, and three dayes did they tor- 
Fear. morequi- mer-Tthe inhabitants for money : ang in this time there was murdes 


8, I caſfily red of the civizens aboue foure thouſand, - The money they took at 


| i, - that time is reckoned for more then 40 tun of gold, befide the Ies 
why: pos VWels and the lofſerbey had by fire,was as much as thereft, And thug 
vhauged their wasthe beſt citie. of Marchants in Europe ruinated, 


Till the uſc of her body, an 


| fore Art Rell there was a poet would force a rich woman to haue 


pr 0a chruſt the Spaniel away,and he ran irtothe ſtreet and cried Spay- 


| ge of Trent, nea, Spaynea, and there.came many Spaniſh Souldiers about him,and 
{ Peng ml they ruſhed into the houſe , and took rhe manand his neighbours, /' 


_ Is and carried them before the _— on the tow ne- houſe where 


Kanzdom is they were alſembled, and there before them he complained of thera 
amore weake- to be rebclles, and tirrers up of up-rores, and 'rold the _—_— 
wed, they dare 4 if they did not preſently put them to death, they would burne 
their.2owne,and cxecute them themſclues, whereupon they durſt da 
no otherwiſe, but hanged two , and whipped the other. 

Divers things being manifeſted of the Spaniards cruelty, I will adde 


: t , iP 
States pro 29 inſtance of their trechery, & tharof a famous perſon ts his necceft 


»o familiars ; yea when he pretended ſweeteſt familiaritie and friendſhip, 
Phillipto rk Pope Alexiuder the 6. a Spaniard by birth, invited divers Nobles and 
[off bis right Cardinals to a bankert,with a purpoſe to poyſen them all. The mecteſt 
by rcajen he inſtrument he made cheyce of to effe& this, was a Spaniard, one Ce/ir 
violated bis Burgia,his ſworn ſervant. The Pope ſhewed kimſcife wonderfull plea- 
zath. ſant to avoyd ſuſpition,and drank a carouſe to them all; willing tharhigs 
truſty ſervant to fill frags ſuch a bottell he knew well : which he did ye- 
A Spaniards ry cff-&ually to the Pope himſelfe as well as to the reft, Aﬀter the com- 
kindneſſe 10 pany was departed,the Pope perceiving by an alteration in himlclte, 
þ1s friezds, what was done,and that he muſt die now alſo, ſayd to Burgis, This is 4 
right Spaniſh trick. 1t is written of them that they are ſoecxpert intheſe 
© ior, that if Judas himſclfc were aliue, he might goe to them tg 

Schoole. 
1 dove beſeech the Lord ro ſhew mercy to my natine Country , that they 
yu 1y never come under the government of the Spaniards, and. gine them 


kearts to repent of their tranſgreſſions, and that they may ſincerely imbracs 
the Goſpel of Teſms Chrift, totheir endleſſe comfort, eAmen. "IE 
| Youers to command in all ſervice , for thy 


adyancemen of the truth of Teſis Chrig, 


ws XI F604 


by Po an. _— —— 


the woman cricd out for helpe, and her 
, = husband came,and rwo of his neighbours ro help his wifc, and they 
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gs Ween _< 4s Oratiqn of the lov fulngfe... . _ oY 
that juſtice continually: Aid ativd 3 and wait gporthetr god” A 
and that /ppiter did receine his inſtructions apd piecep s/f 'S 

| ſecegto. the nd hoot god Heal] the ing | 
catth in;good order, and that'all his concluſions 4 


ner ( as that wicked flatterer Anexgrchu did > who __ =P mod 
2. bcleceue; that hE had done very well in killins C/; fort 

= of ng Cli- : 
for whom" Alctandaſmadeexcteding grear lamhraifo | King 
beta Iuſtice which attended on him hadconcludedand cd F 1h Ob{! 
wa] thefame. For the v wi {eſt meniin fornder titnes hav | a 
that 


> that for bon. at of juſtices. ghers muſt be good d gen-, 
oye ings {et over copl m— jt | 

Now alrhoy gh. this vertge ahd' krvhbled ahh ſo eleehe "P& vert 
ſpread tt ſelfe Brdad? through the ddr ning, manners, arid 
lives of allmen ;" that withourthe fame; therecan beno worthy a& men 
performed ; neither can-men liuehoneftly.without the ſame :; Yeris of a 
ſhe of farre greater power*{'4 & Princes) Jaithisour ; great and Mlu- fame 
frjous office : for ſhe requires; and'wilÞ haue of you , hy thoſe 


Lawes which have becn given and left unto  poſteri H 
yerres agoc , by ſo many leyerall men your Predece ors: Y age Prin 
you ſte and finde to be firtingand , to the undecſtaridiy Ying 


condition, and manners of your people: ©: that Jou'(t lay) gd la : 
-and maintain the Cine; Concedohearnantoldilne Fot i if. you abolids" 
them, ou aboliſh r Kingdomes z: and Gr MY 
maknable ohio, For one and thic cls Law not fittine for 
all people; like as rhe {word at Delphss was (erviceable for man 
things: They nejther will; nor can all be-rtled and: 
with one and the ſame government. - But your Predecellots,in 
obſcrvation' of the Lawes, which: cach of yau-enjoy,. hauepie 
' bed uhto you a lawfull, ſure, and permanent government,: which is 
the foundationand prop of your higheſtand godlicſt dignity,s -*; 
Alchough you be not ignorant”, what the , which [ oY 
K,- - Bebevolence, i$powerfull » and addcth co a fit and perm " 
 vetnment 2 Lenka hap opaions anal and affe | 


Rl ak 
niger 


Add” 


af rhe Netherland rare 
[ail (ions muſt be meaſured and {quacod unto. © 


govern- 
rolperity 
fame, pollefſerh a weak and imporent kingdom, 4nd-ts'indeed aye- 
ry Tyrant: whoſe will and atrogancy is not beobeyedt 2 © 
- Hcreby! you may calily underitind , O'zoft mighty aid illuſtrions 
Princes of Chriftendome , in what manner we muſt eſteein of Phillip 
king of :Spaine. ©. * . ens 
- And whers ithpLords/the States of the united' Netherlands;dve” 
Kppole higyiolenceand unyuſt governmentz/Þ haugrhought'it puod, * 
{oi 'n/by way of dilzoa: ez and to Noche TR ATE "of 
awfulndiſeot thiswarre , defiring thar you ; - 45 poud and righte- 
pus mediators,/ laying aſide all ſecrer hate, evill affection, and par» 
Wall pacra king, willtake notice and judge herof, with an upright ,/ 
_, {Wund, andpureconſcience, our of that which 1 ,/ in'a"true” and 
.” {MWortcclationand hiſtoric (of thoſe things which haue bcen perfor-' 
;  Wacd bs cherime:of King Phillip , by his arrogancic, ' and liccntious' 
Fe overnment-)/ ſhall declare unto you. | - os 
When Lintend to acquaint you herewith , the ſuperflulty of mat=" 
x doth linpoyeriſh my counſell and skill ,' ſo that T cannot tell, Eo 
that ſpeciall order and courſe I muſt ule and obſerae herein. Ilke®- - ',. 
h ſideale hereinas Painters:doe, who: upon a little peece or; ! i: 
:40-paint-a great number of perſons: 6 like as they dor* __.. 
nog ame huc the face; of-thers, only therop 8... 
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« 
crown of the head, all the other paurs of abeir bodies being (ſhes 


of 4 >, q 


the affgircs of his father by inhexitance deſcended-unto:his fonne 
: hauc ſayd) preparing hin:(clfe the laſt: time to-goc: for paine, and 


_ affection of thoſe that ſucceed them-in their government, ) and thas 


4.Ls Ordtien-of the 14Y falneſſe 


dowed. In like mapper will it be necdfyll that Lof ſo many ings | 
Which hauc been done in the A etherlends > ungcinake the relation 
of fome few, and.obſcrue rhe <hicfe, eminentand principall pn 
very roundly and briefly. From which you ſhell percciue; that the 
beginning of.our warrze at the hiſt, had great and juſt occahion, and 
that in.the courſe and progrefiion thereof, they are, become, greater 
and qore.juſt. But 6.you /lleſtriaw Princes at this preſents be at- 
teitive to heare {fo great and weightie @ bulinefle with wel-aficted 
Farcs and minds, ſv many of you as there be,yho for {o many ages 
bauccnjoyed: your lawful and Happy government, and {ecke for the 
common gecd and proſperitic of your ſubjcts. For Lpzotelt and: 
fwcare unto y0u,with pretious and holy wayds upon the altar of 
zruth, that 1 wil not adde' any thing hereunto, -but that which is 
grounded and proccedeth from mofaunle (elfez neither in my icla» 
fon wil dceatoy ONE bredth-fram the.truth, 

_ That great Emperour Charles before: he had-pacifed ard quicted 
Fhoſe great jaries and troubles of the Empire, and had. agmantd 
the lame withalmoſt ymurnerable countries .and Kingden'ss3 hee 
p<rformead almoſt cndlefſeand incrediblejournics and cxpediuonss 
ninc in Gcrmany, fixe in Spaine, ſeven in Italy, ten in the Nethers. 
lands, fwurc in,peace ang warre in Frances Two cxpedu ons 4e pers 
formcd in Africa, at whattgmehe meant to lcauc.ottand to end-the” 
wares in bigh Germany,the:ſucecflo thereof ſeeming tobe very uns 
ccrtajne and doubeful ; And:being over-cloid. wich. age and giurys 
leaving his government, departed into Spaine, and: there. in peace 
and quictnei{c,yca in the greateſt and happieft,tranquilitic to finiſh 
and end his bleſſed age. Then did this wolt yittorious Emperoug 
dilinhcritand «ſtrange himſcife from ;all his kingdowes, countries: 
and provinces : And bythis mcancs,all the aboursand: cares of all; 


ror 


Fl: x 
ntzo whom he often before (bur more eſperciallywhen (as T 
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10 Ieauc his life and the Netherlands) did-exhort:{likeas>all -good * 
Princes doc that hauc an cſpeciall care for thewill, vertue, care and ' 


V 
b. yu, 


ery exe oe preſets ofthe Pinar of Oranges un he age 


ll care an&r 
hould carefully renietnber,thartheſe people were nor-afed. to bee 


they liae *#- abhorulitacton. & 4 exity p 
and arrogantie of rhe And that they were exceedingly 
inclined to theit owhe Eaves arid liberties : unto which if his fonne 


P 

cd I ke withall beneyolence; and (as cquitie requirerh) tia juſt -and 
ages I rightoousuphotding of his lawes,. did 'not maintaine this p ; 
« the || thatthe richie wouldcomezthat his goyernment in the Netherlands 
RS cok dd weath mightie" Bmpe- 
[ This good Father tcior; the mo te | 
cb is © rour; wa thitidfall how ofcetihe had. been Farkfully afiſied ind 
iclas I holpen both with counſel! and deeds-in- ali his fo thany crolles'and 
| excremities, by hiv Netherlands + Heknew well, whenas he revols 
e«tcd vingall the former times in his remembrance , that the government 


nid. F efall the Kings and Princes of Spaine wete ever very ſevere, proud, - 


hce | anderuct/znor ondy agaitift chelt ſabjeds;. bur even agginſtall orher 
ons || natiors;and that there was already planredand ferled in rhe Spani- 
here. | ards an natural and old inveteraretiare of the (ey tes _ 
the” F eonfideration, thathis fonhe Þ 


| hilip wis borne and _— in - 
un» | Spaine, and that he there wirk the witke of his. Nourſes focke | 
Urys | in thoſe great defeats both'of mindeand manners, and that hecon- 


eaco BY fenititipthercimito, intended yery adviſcdly to proſecute the; fame 3, 
niſh WJ andthat het all his matiners and ES was like pry" 
our WW Spatizrd; ſo that he could ſpeak torhing but Spanith,. and- onely 
nies i woakd- bee ferved of none bur Spatards: And bike x one 
all; i pecee of wood is.bowed and:made ctooked by thearr of tran, and. 
athers bye cyen (o : ih like thaner hach Philip both had and held: 
_ 
as T'F fach Princes, | | 
and” Foras ſooneasthe Emperour lad left rhe Netherlawds, evett fo- 
od || Keons ies Phil thy wholeſong and provideu Tounſels of bi 
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thoſe Netheclandiſh Provinces; That hes 
ernce with any hatd of tyrannicall kinds wb nooner din | 
deteftation of the feyeriry, pride; 


bp lad not due tegard, and thereumo-ctidevoured himfelfe,thar | 
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| Lu Oration cf the lawful weſſe . 
. good father. And like as by the light of the Sunne, the'Jight-of 
; Scile is obſcured ; And like a drop. of brine. Aer ereinis 
by che widenclle of the great and ſpacious ſea which: deyideth. Afial 
'from'Chriſtendome3.cvcn ſo were all thoſe moſt exceilent admonim. 
tions of the Emperour, (which like the voyce of a dying Swanne,a 
Rin depurr gs he long unto his ſonne) ſwallowed up in the. exceey 
ing {pacious and boxomles gulfe of the. Spaniſh ambition and hate: 
which they beare unto our Nation; . which ſo, totally poſſeſſed the: 
mind of Philip and all Spaniards, that they would not permit, thax 
the Nctheclanders ſhould be obedicnt unto their law full and paters 
nall lawes, but thatthey ſhould þe obedient unto their artOgpancies 
as well as other nations of India,ltaly, and Arragon. Frum whence 
you may undeiſtand (that which your ſslues, to your preat loſle and 
damage hauc oftentimes proved to be true, ſince that time that Phis 
lip. came to the goyernment of his Kingdomes) that his proud arro. 
gancie and ambition is -intollerable and jncregible , that hee ſeckn 
eth ro purchaſe ro himſclfe oyer all men, (through his extreamg 
greedinelle, and by meanes -of all his treaſures ang: oppreflion) am 
gnlawfull power and meancs of government, -, 17; nigh 
- The warces in France which the Emperour by a truce: had ( 
tcd,was by king Philip renewed : And whereas he for the maintes» 
nance thereof, had defired 2 fpecial raxation of the States of the 
Netherlands; the ſame was willingly, and with one conſcnr of all 
he States granted : although that they before (as js aforcfaid ) had 
Eicnithed the Emperour with many. great ſummes of money in ſg 
many warres. For whexcas according, to the uſe and ccuſtome of 
their predeceflors, all the States were allembled, and: the voyce. of 
every State requir cd (for ſuch matters might not be done withour a 
al conſcnts the conſent could Go withour a preceding af. 
Fmmhly of the Statcs). where was. concluded to: bring- up a greax 
furmme of money for Philip for the terme of nine yeares, the which 
was called Swbſidirm novennale, or a ninc yeares Sublidicz which 
was very ſerviceable for that warre : But much more, the farre fa» 
mous, and many yeares, yaloux of rhe Nerherlandiſh Champions, 
wherein they as wel lo in many other watres, as in this, had effe» 
Red ſo.mucb,. that Phillp in two proſperous-batails, having oyer-" 
come ang driven gut of the field,the moſtmightic King of rancey 
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ho inpactinnthet: i6 

and umo :him- 

poly rut aw rr (yet aboue all, that moſt 

—_— teſtimony uf the Queurot Huuigary, 
to; who leaving the government of the Dagberlands,d 39/4 | 
King, that the bdelitie and valowir of -rhe: Nethelanders, was:twore 
then 1ufbcj.ntly known. io whom beih/ the: Emperout eud-the 
Kir'g wets cipecially behoiden) yetners irbftarcdiug by this alike» 
rived auigdanitorme cont, by this the'r Geet this theit 
vlog that of the A rod ies hows: mo 
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doc i fay deſpiſed: He Ir 

harcand ory atten mea ks Footer apo | 
concluded:in France, itlocmd .tookeievriy! ill pae; that thie 
$tazes 81intie beforezin the.conclubon obthery yearcs tubhdic;: did 
nor preſently, when he had bur ſcarce d bis mourly arid ag 
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hy doe thatin 11al , Which nahy yeares' fince* r'of warre'is 
*Þron hr inro thy obedigiice. Wieth thou be bo fag. ap fora King? 
Phich be 4 King in Sp&i#, or tather in' Jerwſ#leys.” Bur wilr thou beta 
 *Monatch'('to hi end thy Spaniſh Soeth- layers long apoc have 
. *mmade unto thee many a goodly 56d pheſic 2) Be /itwhere thou mail 
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Adana Warr... 's 

It is-not very necefull char demonſtrations prove that 
which def haue proved ; bebe te hath violaced the Lawes 
of the Netherlands ard that by meer force he ſecketh to overwhelm, 
and to tunthe whole Netherlands tn. conſidering” ri:at 
every manmay {ce and readeour of the ted letters of 4/;- 
xe, the Embailadonr of Philkp; That this is wn for furc a4 
certain;z' who in his letters written our of Feance urro the Prix c fe 
of Parr, then Governeiſe of the Netherlands; afticmerh ; That 
x was ccrtainly-concluded by his King, to abrogate and quire _— 

OY liſh all the Pciviledges of the Netherlanders; and that he would pre-: 
why | feribefuch a Law umo them, thar no other Lowe ſhould be 
> force, then thar which ſhould be given them by hiscommand , hers 
with his counſel. And therfore he called for the Popes Axthoriry 
ro aſſiſt him; who acquitting and diſcharging him of his faith- 
pes 2h g, of - his {wort promiles, and of his fo high and facred an 
y which he had (worr. to: maintain the Netherlandith an 
to the end he mighrafterwards ( with the wind of this yain 
4 y uy with —_— rt 1 fe into the ſea the 
"6s Is paniſh tyrannic z and under; pretext the Romiſh Religion 
BE ace Holinefſe, ſuch like cruetties and tytannie which he uſceh to 
all good Princes and Nations of the might under the lams 
bc ſheltred and defended. 

O injuſt'cenorto bocatannd; Pt anprovident ant nj | 
May omapmd ar are rien onde fo 
» or more unprovident in his goyernment , then'to get egy 
cecd fromthe oath which he ha: ſworn rn to hs ſubjects? 8 
rant in the land affaires was Phillip 
| faſtand firm obligation, and rex the conſcience, wils, and alt” 
other affaires, is effected betwixt hinvand his fabjeRs, by that nw- 
tuall and reciprocal fidelity, and the reſpetro oathes: That he uns 
derſiood not of what ferce the bonds of the Law and fidelity is »/ 
which anncx and binde together the offices of all Princes, of Coun- 
{clloursand of Subjects, of | Lords and Vaſlals: 'For, for rhe ve- 
xy ſclfe-fame occafion that the Farmer or Terwit Igpſcrh the right 
of his Farmc z the owner alſo by the ſara right is deprived of rhe 

of the ſame: The Tenant or Farmer is not bound to keep® 

th and promiſe with the owner , PN obedicnt unto him z* 
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16 | An Oration of tht lar felotys 


If he deny ty keep! fairh-apd promiſe rwith hiing-:and-tor deeeps the 
rights of the, Farm fromibimwlfo...j ; yon; uy | | bans HY 
Domitizs the Oratour in timcs-paſt ſaid »/ :wherfore ſhould I:a64 
knowlcdg you for aPtince , fince. you doe not-ackngwledgemice: 
fora Courſcllour; Towhich: end; LycineCraſſueſhid-weryuwelts 
Shall Lacknewledge: you;for-a Bur germaſtcr, w hen'you docinovage 
knowledge mefor a Gountellour }:.Wherfore then! ſhould! notwee 
with one uniform yoycey ſay we-acknowledge- Phillip tor no:King 
who doth notacknowlcdge us for his Burgers >but- holds us-fur: 
particular ad, common enemics, F10 2\nhioiceir3 acts 
. Therfore this pechduoulnelle was hurrfull-for Phillip [when hed 
erdevonred. to,,diſcharge.:the-Stares of; thei pramile-and: Oarhi 
which they had-made to Fin : So that; they no: more now need 2o/ 


eſtcem , nor be obedient unto him, as their Lord or Prince', : bug. 
may by all right recje& and defic him as a Tyrant, and4sacommont. 
cnemy.to the Counttey, -Foras ſome men by. licknes;| or by-defe&d; 
of... the ſenſes, doe not taſte. the:daintinefle of 'the year; event i{os7 


ra > luch a ac udthnr ages BO defize .to eftectalli | 
oeyer his heart imagineth, -hath captivated Philbp,& other/Tyrancys” 
that they can wh {ee nor wen what  pofableor af 
forthcmſclues,in this their milchievaus defire of unjuſt Soveraiguryp 
butare by the cruelty of theicnatures —_ and-driven'to al 
Kinde of mitchiefes and erimes:worrhy-of puniſhment,» Not O = - 
' . Butwith what conſcience, with what will, with wharaffeciongdr 
Phillip, haſt thou got ſuch an abominable dereſtatiom-of our:Lawesy- 
and doſt ſo farre digreſle from them, that for thearthouſhoultf fot I 
ſhamefully violate,bicak and-wake ſhipwrack of thy fairh and rruths: -- * 
which all good Princes arc: accuſtomed! to: keep: holyandunriclist. 
ble, even as the ground-work and: foundation of 'all-juſticet Were -* 
they unjuſt?” Were they not conform to cquirpZ 'Or-did they. any! 
wilc 


_— 
, 


injuriethy dignity and Spaniſh Majeſtez The Empcrours,Kinge * 
and Princes thy 5 ar dart ( who undoubtedly arexo be 75 FE: 
. red and accvunted befoxc theein the lwortbitieſſeof their governs) I 
ment in luſtce, glory. apdicxecltencie}): they: hace mgdeand;p =” 
bed. them themlielues, and in ſuch'manner.(o preferibed :thew's thay _Þ — 
they were firtingy jult, and beſeeming for a good Ptinee3- bywhicht 2 
the common welfars of .the Netherlands might be ſupported and}. 5 
$ F —_ -_-- 
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eftabliſhed; 8: theqrofuatioy anijty of out Rei zmighb 
remain feticd xx Fry &:otder:For pune regs ue 
hath chat great & E opangons thy father, & all thy Prodecefiors 
as BR marcapplyicd/allthar eneicyours, diligence, care, ability and wight - 
ce: I /ancicy.thonthow:s Philip? thaft done (for the\pvctrhrowing -of 
44. || «ber, aniffor:the deſiructionbfiatwbole: lick withi thy 
aa | vffnnicand violent opprliun For thoſe. good Piincts utderſtouds 
co || + NMdl'(ihat whichthog arctall othets Dyrantareuſed.to: deny; 
* and xeliſt:) chat the ohcly officeaf: gvod Princes iz 3750) be alwaiesi 
8. mindfull ,”not oxely-of what is committed to-theix charge x, butals; 
|| fo imwhatmwannex tlie fame is commineed totheir charge: ;Lhyywere 
hd alwaies mindfullrhar they they repreferned the: body of;ithe Gommon= 
wealth: y (and tharahty ought roinaintainghedignity anditie proſpe- 
xo © Fitie of: the ſamez tomancainthe:Lawes ipitheir viguur and 19 
pug! © d<fcnditheir yu EIN pon mt rh) taper= 
ont N<xc<llent and moftroyal ſpeech of King: Thieharanes >iiol) hen alh 
wa par ne then we | fanply belcene| vant 144l::commundabls 
> Rod neradycathire habad commanys 


> ED letterr deeree: x) that ſeemed 10/Dpn 
6 worn Lawes'y/ that y ſhould not; -be obedient; gh = 
ins Surat i 3«thatheenherby/ignorauces, Gt by.ere 


yp 
aw | wasnhiflakens 'Suzel waexgreatandi miſt cxcefleutKing,! 
| ene chance hog e Thanatl thi Wuhan any «rf 
+4 x : He Senna des = | 
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is 4s Oration of the levfulneſſe 
thou art convinced by their Teſtiynonie, who were oncly lead by na- 
- ture to-maintain 'Iuſtice and 'Equitie? - Doſt.not. thou ſceeyi 
by the teſtimony of every one, that thou art enforced to. acknow- 
ledge that thou haſt endeyoured and ftilendeyoureſt thy {clfe ro Ty» 
rannie ?- And to the 'end that now: paſle umts-other matters , 
yet L muſt not forgetthis O wy 1/4948 14,10 
the rime that he firſt - upun kim the governwert. of the Ne» 
rherlands, would haue had, that the Convocation and the Aflem- 
bly of rhe Stares ſhould haue been holden in Countrics; and 
that he many times, forbad, diſperſed and hindred the meetings of 
the Lords of the Councel 3 when they according to; their enanner 
and cuſtome in their Aﬀemblies of State, did treat and deal in the 
behalfe of the common guod of the: Lands. For this Councel of 
the Statcs was ordained, as a Protector of the Lawes, a Picſerver, 
a Survcyer, and Defender of che Reipublick, and of. all common 
affaires ; and was the haven and refuge of the opprelled, 
He to whom the charge was commirred to. {ecthat_ che Rei 

lick ſhould norþe endarriaged ; even him bath Philhp. not | 
eo come into the Aflembly. of the Starcs. He concluded rhathe 
muſt haue another Councel ;z- that he. with thar Councel could not 
effect his own counſel and tyrannie; For: he had lcarncd. that of 
Tarquinus Superbus ,\ who in the Roman: government ( which was 
Iefr unto himzef his Predeccſſors ) - vice 10 difpoſe and: order all 
things with counſel and adviſe , he tookthatclean, away and ad- 
miniſtred and ſerved the Comonaltie: with the.countel of his ow: 
opinien: And after him /uline Cefer; who opprefled the Reipuk 
ticks, made himfeife perperual DiQtatoror Prefident,and prohibi 
the Aſſemblies. The which Reipublicks lege by Auguſtus 
ing pacificd andiquieted were redueddiintd theit farwer wiogriry 
Wikch Aﬀſeinblics Nere,thari fat , in abc beginning. c 


his raigu,did again prohibit. For PEny pn hated, 
pat ated, the Aſſemblicsand Convocatipus: FT 
alſo of the Nobles and Burgetles their. Colleges 
and Convocations x wheras cantracily | 


$4 
by 
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- And therefore, 6 Princes,\f I ſhould-proceed to make relation of 


'ull the injuries which have been cnmmired by Philip in the Nether- 


lands, you might manifeſtly (ce and perceiue, .that -hec intended '& 


moſt unjuſt and intolerable, vernrment, and that he is driven and 


prelled to fuch an intent, by his ambitious delire and extreare t hate 
towards the Netherlanders. 1 know wel that 1 £ peake of things 
which ae ſufficiently knowne ro the would, alandabogd of by 

wa And that thoſe things which 1 declare, are beater known $0-e- 


| by 5nagh then I am able puvenacies Legrand or to. cxpreſſe 
wit 


my pen. Yet I wil giu gue ou to underſtand ſome: particulars, 
alchough my delivery and abilitic is nvt any wile able to fatsfic your 
6apacitic and knowledge therein, For 1 cannot remember that there 
Hath ever been in this world amore wicked and vile a&t heart of 
then this which Phikp did,when he nor onely intended the oo 
tion and diſperſion of the noblcſt of the States : but alſo- ro Kil and 
to haue murthered rhem And eyen at that very time (as I have faid 
already) when they had brought up unto him the nine yeares ſubli- 
diz,nor onely with an eſpecial and lingular good wil, but with afarr 
greater officiouſnefle. As alſo when he firſt mm a ſecret counſel: had 
concludcd utterly to hauc extirpated and eradicated all: the Nether- 
landers, which by him and his unjuſt inquilitors were lulpefted wo 
be altercd in religion. 

Now tothe end | pale yet by that in filence 3 Before Philip had 
accuſed the Statcs of rebellion , cuntumacie, and Crimen leſt Mg 
pd: Duke d'eAHlvs made declaration unto. Hemrie: the- ſecond, 


of France, that Philips intent was not onely to- put to/execuri= 
Jing Nobles and Gentlemen, bur alſo: all thoſe ſubjets which 
were ſuſpected to bee of thexeformed - pos celj Philip 


would haue murthered ſo man ople, an would haue 
þurchered chem like innoceus dard hr rn which never had | bim 
ſb much as an ill wocd 3 yeawhoalwayes with an eſpecial :Benevos 
free and ollcipmſbgnes had moſt. w y.been 6 : to his 

» over whom hes lbtr aho mPperours ded 
Earedy ruled and governed one yeare, So that if in, caſe he from 
ET to. that cruel and tytanni- 
cal. have ruane our. ic courle of Natymnay; we 
hw age eons 24 our ownblogd.: | wah 


l : P © 2 Y * Y O "7 a J gf: - 5 of 4 : _y "_—_ TY "IT 
! ? i 3 0 SIO 
- oy Rn 
; "> 5 LEE 
[ . 9 # ok F 7 
©," 
a | , "a \ _ 


40 © MnOration if the unjiteſs 


-Whieh of- you; d Princeszis there that wake 7 ddubb: of 


oth hereof, in regard that che King of Fratice- whom I even- le 


© named;Uid not {parcto advertiſe' the- Prince 6f-Orange {When hee 
- 2withother Princes-was concluding the pzate of [Paſſes inthe be- 
- halfeof King Philip) that ſuch in excecding evil ath\was-intende 
by the wicked counfels of King Php #'BurT ct 
: doenortthink rhat-Philip undertook this for-re 
xcligien, thathe thought it a finto let any man [liue,' Who*'did' rior 
-hold and eſtecme for good; yea,and'to eat up as{uger, all his*coun. 
els and intents. This did his religion permit; / and -thejefore hee 
amade no conſcience nor finne,to have murthered/ſo-many thouſand 
innocent Burgers, to the-end-thatar once all rhe! Nobilitieand chicth 
1ofthe Netherlands m'ghrhanc been'made away. | 
He accountcd that for no fin at all,in che-warres fue Aforiſcots 
ito apprehend an hundred marchants of Grapaeds;/and it-onenghri} in 
»atumult ro cut all their throats and ro murther them; -Notrhar: they 


were any way ſuſpected for their religion(for they had becn og T 


:ofthe Romiſh. Catholick beliefe) bur for th 
}riches':'For he tht $as of the leaſt abiliti© ame 
Hftic thouſandDucares; which treaſure Philip pt 
a be brought j into his treaſuric and Exche WES" 06 

And this is briefly whar Philip himlelfe harh os as bens ith 
theadand chicfc ArchiteGure of our miſcries;] Let'ns now delcend 
unto the times which followed; afecr 'thar bee had tefr- thi | 


Jands,: and was guneinto Spaine. O'rheſe TO y 


ſfonof the abundance of hr moſt deadly times Times 


remembrance-thereof bringeth a deadly featey/ hofror, #arid fi bx 


Ereainie dereſtable abhorring, unto the foults _— all or 

Patiiots and lovers of their countrey. Ois 

 &hattherhp aniards; Motiſcoes,and | Har 
{0-muth ores or farre rather/{o oil? noſe us? who n 


withſtanding were ready and prepartd 'nor-onely't6 have lefr ad | 


loſt ogc:goods, bur eycn our we fare, wines;childrer; ang'oiir 
in-rhe ſervice of thomoſt highGod: ad hEKing:"Tharwe, 
ſo duddenly wereprockimedforrebdls; and te ppg #1 $641e 
reickes: And afterlo/manyp rovocations; iriftic won and” 
being deeddedandrhwome down to thegroangr dt'by of 
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pion,nor-by © ts by inany and grievous Wotnds/;” could - . 
ſcarcely. begge: --—— mn our lives. and foulcy of en 
enemige, 72 G3 

'Let:us-now! phſerve theſe champions. one. after. anothers-. 
according; as 2 ebfildg: wiics ſhall declare' and. manifeſt rhe fame; ; 

which Philiplent wer 4 Spain ta þe ſuprcame Lords, 06;5he-Ne- 4 
cherlangs; not-that they ſhould:/bc as-wholſome and |medicinable'.1 
reſtoratiues ro our wounds : but that they .as-biring corriſives-((ent. 
fromthe ſhop and: ſtore-houſe of all rain and wickednelle) __ 
bite open,and'make thena! r afid-mote-dangerouSe':. [hin 317 

Nayw:Jf. that;be' rcue: which: politicjans afficme, chat mat —_ 
know. and 'diſcerne theriatireand: affection, of the Pri :by: 
condigion and manners of his friends, and of thoſe which he uſerhy: 1 
for counſel and ſerviecy Then let us ng oo of what quali-- : 


rig and condition the Kingof- maps oh ON and rue ;; 
lers which haue been ſent from Ne N Netherlands. Fouwhen.. 
Philkp, had lonkhecgs wy _ purer his ernel 
Lee governments hee [concluded th,cerurna; againe Jitter '; 
, tothe cid that rhe-Nertherlanders miight' indure and ſuffer i, 
; kind of miſery atthe hands of ſtich'as were 
ha fs mnt wn. rig dblomcgright proved ond hall 'S 
Alargaret Ge bed of Fam had the! @nemnevonth; 
of FE ty queaye, and excocding: >dofirous- to: 
fucthey rhe Spaniſh (tyranny: ho pe - ber. manifold and, continual, 
omplaipsandacculations,aggievared hatred more. ands., 
ore : The king had yoyned, n commiſſion with her the Caidinal:, 
ran-#ellp (@ fan: farre and (urpaſſh perverſueſle, 
\ccoppenncont pens: courage )-t be hex £0a6ju 1 
or and companionim this vhayrapnys!, './-. : 
Thele rwo were the Princes _wnpk oy Axch'tedtur Grurca gf ſo many. com> - 
10tions, Allthe civil watres were hatchi, cffccted. and, begun: by.,; 
hele two... Andlike asHelew was unto: the Troianc, : even1o: were » 
| clereonnomRegwllickethe occaſion of warre, the occalion of.) 
aguesand {} «* 160 
Tor atich befor bees very hard for Philip; to o effec brwhens | 
cnt, vt ter RR effected thefe two,by deceit, by rrap=.. 
_ pings 


ſervants; 1 © 


x 


22 Ay Oration of the laufuluells De 
b--— p$and underminings: For when they ar the firſt did perceiue 
| [oro could pomgee A their mrevt, but under a ſhadow —_ Coe 
lour of religion to doe all things contraryto ourfawer and priviles 
- Then they erefted new Biihops by a new trick which was un- - 
uſual in the Netherlauds. And theie were ſet as ſpies in the great and 
principal cities, both in all general and parxiculac affaires. Ther cc | \ 
picd and revealed what eyery man-intended and practiſed, Thoſe c 
were but ſuſpeed of negleQting the Romiſh religion, they pre p 
ſcnely haled and calt them into priſons or dungeons, -and thence to > 
moſt cruel puniſhments; and finally, brought them to:death;confif- - | |. 
cating their lands and $s to the Exchequer.. Arid: this was the i 
clietc occaſion , that the greateſt po all choſethitimployed all 
their endevours and diligence to fur the common » and 
ſeemed to preferre,as allo to place and cxalr the publick libertie 
juſt lawes before the vile and contemprible enterpriſes of the Spanie 
ards; theſe men were made away. | 4 wk 
This was that holy intent of Philip and his Sparifards; Thisw 
that holy Inquifition, which fo called and nominaged their moſt vile 
deeds, and cruel robberies, which never before Had-been heard: 
nor uſcd in the Netherlands, which dirc&ly agwater doth conte: 
and ſtriue with the condition and nature of fire , fgid thar 
. out lawes ; becauſe that no man by ſuch meanes Wight be 4 


thereunto,neither þy violence noc death ; yerbyghete y judge 

rents of the Spaniſh tyranny, cven the principal and chicfe defeyr- 

ders of our nariue countrey (by falſe -accuſarions)/ even with their 

wiues and children, were brought to'publick puniſhments of fire | th; 

te likeufed hariyrant (whereof wee fpaks | Fr 
_ WiaMa at Tyrane wee | fur 

befoxe)moſt rebeviaraly ro doe in fuch like ; whole cuſtors, 


manners,and deeds, Philip not onely leemerh carefully toaime at ; ſhe! 
but even by imitatien to doe the Jike; ForthatRomag- tyrant, to 
the end he might make himlclfe feared and reſpetediof all men, 
took onely no:ice of the mattecs of life 8 death; withoutany coun 
(cl. And under that pretext, he Killed, burnt and; evxecured" rhe bos 


— - dies, and confiſcatcd all the goods of thoſe whony he-either hated; 
+." or had in any ſulpition; or elle from whowyhe ex{peded/any good 


booty. And this very ſame did Philip feck to- 
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of the Netherlandiſh Warre. | 23 

hiscounſcllors of miſchiefec in the Netherlands; becauſe they per, 
ſwaded themſclues that there was nothing more availeable nor frrex; . 
to cover their wicked deſignee, and;to diſcover our intendmerts. - 
and adtions {as well in the general as part'culaz affaires) as was. this, 
new care of maintaining and manumiſing of their renee which, 
they ſeemed to entertain with exceed: vg great care and diligence... 
For there is nothing worſe nor wore dangerous.there is nothing, 
which uſually bringeth unto men more incunycnicnces and domas, 
ges, then thar whichis prerended and effected under the ſhew and! 
pretext of ſome great commoditie and profit, Bur hefore I wil pro3 
ceed ts demonſtrate how exceeding farrs the. ipftitutions and the. 
lawes. of the Inquiſition , oppoſed our lawes ;3 How exceedingly, 
they weakned our privileges,and the good eſtate and welfare of ous 
countrey; I wil freely eonfefle that rhe XA; | £46) before that rimes; 
being moved by the counſel of many, would have brougtt tharmoſt 
cruel Spaniſh Inquiſition into the Netherlands, and would haveins 
ſtirured certaine new rigorous lawes concerning the matter of reli- 
gion: bur when he perceiycd that thoſe things could not beaccoms; 
pliſhed withour the preatcſt alteration of .our Reipublick andigo- 
verntnent; And that hee underſtocd that all the curxantof our lawes 
were againft the ſame,and made flat oppoſition; that good fas 
ther and preſervec of our countrey, Pfiſted frombhus intended pure . 
enirn by the good and wholeſome advice of the States: (whar 
oftentimes Femonltritet unto him wher re: thoſe things 
could 'not be effabliſied without the great domnage and ſubyertion 
of our lawes and' privileges) he left the lame undone. _ _ : 
So that every one may clearly ſee and perceive, tharthe diligence 
that this good Prince uſe@ therein, and { th great care he rook ther= 
fore,rhat the farfie ſhould Farre rather 'be foc our preſervation, and 
furthering to the common good,then to the hurt cf rhe ſame, "8 
Big the, Emperour being dead, Phlip againe erected and cſtabli- 
flied that firſt intention and counſel of the Inquiſitien,as a faſt foun« 
garion and ſure fortification of his decxits, and treacherous _trap-, 
ings, which ſo l6ng before had becn caſt off and rejected Ig: # 
mpetblir, 'So' that it ſeemed, that he by a violent and ftrong{ at-, 
rempt,would quite ſubvert the ſtate of our Reipnblick , with his. 
molt peſtilent lawes, For he having og the advice, counſels, 


reaſons 
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24. An Oration of the lawfulneſe 
reaſons and the petitions oF our States ahd of our lawes, be willed 
and' commanded thar it ſhould be ſo. That new Bitops ſhould be 
inſtituted and ordained over the great citics, Theſe having dimi- 
niſhed the reyenues of many Abbots,as alſo the Lawes and. privilc- 
ges of the principal of the Clergic, bur more elpecially having weak - 
ned-and depofed the Biſhop of Carerick ,atid the Biſhop of Leige, 
they lived more furapruoſly and gorgeouſly'then they, He ordained 
that there ſhould be nine Canons adjoyned unto them, that ſhould 
be of the fame fluffe , and uf the. ſame condition and na» 
rare as the others were. Out of theſe nine  elpeciall 
ftould rhere be three ſought onr, of the moſt levere aud cruelleſt of 
them all; who daily with great carneſtnelle ſhould look into the af- 
fajres of the Inquiſition. And that which was farre worſe, and more 
mtolerable for ouc libertie, theſe Biſhops ſhould not onely be mem- 
bers in the Aſſerably of the States , but even there ſhould haue the 
moſt yoyecs. £ | 

© *By this meanecs theſe confuſers and diſturbers of che Netherlan- 
diſh peace and tranquilitie,did caſily oppoſe the beſt ofitableſt 
hawes and counſets of the States, and did weaken and debilitate the 
fame cyen as it pleaſed King Philip. They were able and ready to in- 
forme the Spaniards (who were enemics to our countrey ) kf what 
the States intended. 'For the tricaning and intention of Phibp when 
he' ordained thew, and admitted them into the Aſſembly of che 
. States; was, that they ſhould not conlcnt to [their wholeſome and 
good counſels; neither if that they could adviſe or counſel any ing le 
of them(clues to the weifate of the common good; thatthey ſhoul 

doc it; Bur that he by them, might confulc,deltroy , and breake the d 
gn'teof our Srates;and their uniformitie of yoyces in counſelling; 
Ando bring ſuch a kind of counſelling in treyne, which might be | 1 
moſt ſerviceable for his tyranny. = 8 

Hence you may ſufficiently underſtand, O moſt peaceful aud ilm- 

ſtrious Princes, thereaſons that che States had , and were infoxced ie o 
deny and deteſt thatvew inrent and meaning uf Phjkip,and how the NN 
fame'oppoſcd our lawes. Yeaand were it [- no other, bur for this 


onely caufe,yer it muſt needs diſtate and urtcecly dillike them ; , That h 
frange Spaniards and Italians might be choſen for ſuch Biſhops. a 


We law and heatd daily tn our Allemblies and counſel of 'Stare 
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the filth and dr of theſe ſtrange fellowes, who were exceeding 
farre.cſtranged from the nature 0 the Netherlanders : whereas our 
lawes had:concluded and commandcd (as we haue fayd before) thar 
at no time ever in the Netherlands ir ſhould happen, that i was law- 
ful for the Prince to admit any ſtranger into the. Allembly: of the 
lands affaires or counſels. By.this ſubultic and: deceir Philip ſought 
to bringin other lawes, which might annibilate our lawes', arid ſet 
up, his in thcir place. andto hauea new councet inthe affembly of 
the States : for he could not make uſe of the counſtl'of the Stares 
for the furthering of his tyranny. Moreover I'doe not intend'to 
palle by the incredible cruc1tie and ſeyeritic gf this new inſtitution 
hoy a three inquiſutors, or under-queſtors, which daily they 'pra- 
Ctilcd, | anus labb'S, 
We ſaw daily theſe three hellith Indges. keep cruel coutts' of Tu- 
ſce by themſelues, which was differing from the courts of the Ci- 
tics, and of the Provinces. They deſpiling the common authoritie 


of the Magiſtrates, proſccuted after. a new manner of law againſt 


the offenders,as they termed them; and therein did aceute and con- 


demne, without admitting any, yeathe leaſt meanes for then ro/ats 
ſwer for themſclucs, withour luttering any appeale or challenge to 
the higher powers, bur uſed their owne authoritie and: their owne 
advice, and {o procecded as it pleaſed their owne liking and fantz= 
fie, and uſed(ro pleaſe their owne "ee {ich un-heard-of and 
unaccuſtomed puniſhments, upou.the budies and lines of ſuch per- 
ſons, w Kerepftley did Þyr dreame that they had violated'or ilifed 
the Romiſh religion ; or Elſe theythemſclues by their moſt viltanoug 
Poul ntagtrpt=, etohageÞ (401 induced and ſet on others ro doe 
ſomething,by which. meanes they. might be ſuſpefed ro hage- beeu 
altcred.jn theix xeligion,.. For they had a cuſtome to ſer our daily cer 
taine ſtationers with boukes and writings which: did oppoſe the Ro 
miſh Religion,and ſent theſe fellowes, to the Nobles and 'chicfe of 
the Ptouinces, to the end, that if they. did but buy any of the: ſame, 
that then 46 aps gra tp Fur for hereſie, and of a falle re+ 
ligion,they might accuſe them avd condemne them. . Like as it is 
reporred of that cruel and blood: thirſty beaſt Hyang, who, for to 
eutice the-people.,. or ſuch as kept the cartle , to:come'ourof the 
woods or thelrcing places to. chew, made. great mourning andla- 
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